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.:‘_Coblr';'.vRes'. GQO . .~ " Passed December 18, 1974

n'“ftl!lh'fﬂ ‘50“9?!85 Of the ‘Iﬂmtzd :Btatzs of zmzma_";

- AT 'rm: sr-:com) .SESSION - ) Y

Begun and held at the Clty of Washmgton on Monday, the t\senty-ﬁrst day .

of January, one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four

I‘..‘ . o . . | e \ ] . “/“/ s

e ‘.’, tzonmmnt Resolution

. s .
Resolued by the/House of Representatwes (the Senate concurring), That
the proceedmgs at. the commemoratlon ceremony m henor of the two

" House document. The copy for such’ House aocument shall be prepared
" under the supervision of the Joint Committee.on Printing. -

~ Sec: 2, There shall be printed ten thousand additional copies of such.
House document for the use-of the House of Representauves which

‘- shall be bound in such style as the Joint Committee on Printing shall

-direct, to.be prorated for a period of sixty days, after \\hlch the unused
‘balance shall revert to the Joint Commlttee bn Printing. '

- Attest: L o . W. Par JENchs ’

Clerk of thé House. of Represcntatwe:

':"_A_ttest.: o . ‘ : . Franars R..VaLko,

Secretary of the Senate.
. DArreLL ST. CLAIRE,
Assutant Sec‘rctary l
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. 5 Res. 1255 ;-

ol . . Ninety-third Congress
. and Session

r ~ IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

July 24, 1974
Mr O'Neﬂl submxtted the ‘following resolution; which was
consxdered and agreed to ' .

RESOLUTION

Whereas the First Continental Congress met two hun-

~ dred years-ago, September. 5, 1774, through Octo-
ber 26, 1774, as the first American congress of rep- ~
resentatives, and enunciated those: principles of
government of free men which have inspired Ameri-
cans throughout their history and whldh still gulde
“this nation: Now,lherefore be it

. Resolved, That the two hundredth annlversary of the -
meeting and aceompllshments of the First Continental .
Congress be commemorated, and ‘to that end the
Speaker of the House will appoint four Members of the
House of Representatlves to constitute a Commlttee on

Arrangéments. | - :

. The Committee on Arrangements shall plan the pro- '
ceedings, issue appropriate invitations, and select \

distinguished scholars of the period of the Amer1can~~ o

: Revolutlon to deliver a memorial address.

HONORABLE CARL ALBERT
Speaker of the House of Repre:entatwe:
© * Oklahoma - 3

THOMAS P. O’NEn.L Jr. Jorn J- REoDES -
-‘Majority Leader .. Mi monty Leader
/ ~ Massachuqetts D Arizona

COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS .
REPRESENTATIVE MIKE McCorMackK, Chairman .-
Washmgton

REPRESENTAT!VE Josepn MCDADE
Pennsylvania

REPRESENTATIVE JAMES HANLEY
New York

A _ REPRESENTATIVE Jack Kemp -
T _ New York:
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Qﬂj ﬁrogt&m

. Pres1d1ng Oﬁ'icer . ,f

THE SPEAKER, THE HONORABLE CARL ALBERT

The Old Guard Colomai Fxfe and Drum Corps——»
“Chester” = )

A
! \

The Flagis carrled into the Chamber by the Contmentalv -

Color Guard

THE _HONORABLE BarBARA ‘JonD_AN——-Opening Rcading -

" ProFESSOR CECELIA M., KENYONéRemarks
Charles N. Clark Professor of Government
- Smith College

e Pnornsson MERRILL ]ENSEN—Remarks o
~ Vilas Research Professor of sttory, Umversxty of .

Wlsconsm

*'-_The Camerata Chorus “Fr'ee America” and ‘fTﬁé :

. Liberty Song”
'ALISTAIR COOKE—Remarks ' oy
: .;'-"‘.:.,Colors areretired. | |

. The Old Guard Colomal Flfe and Drum Corps-—- :
~ “Yankee Doodle” : :

‘Pres1dmg Oﬁicer recesses assembly

vl



— B Proceedmgs

. The OId Guarq Colonial Fife ‘and Drum Corps, led by Staﬁ' Sergeant
-+ John Markel as Drum’ MaJor, entered’ the déon to the left to the Speaker and
 took the positions assigned to them, = . "4+
“The honored guests, Mr. Alistair Co“oke Prof Cecelia M. Kenyon and’
~ Prof, Merrill _Jensen, entered the door fo the right of the Speaker and took
the positions assigned to them.
+ .. The OId Guar Colonlal Fife’ and Drum Corps present,_«d a rendltlon of o
' “Chester 9 , - “ .
The Doorkeeper (Hon. erham M. Mlller) ‘announced the Flag of the
United States, : /
[Applause the Members rising] ' ' ‘
~ The Flag was carried into the Chamber bya Color Bearer and aGuardof
Honor. '
- The Color Guard saluted the Speaker faced about, and saluted the House. -
The Flag was posted and the Members were seated. : :
The SpeakER. Thé Chair recognizes the Honorable MIKE MCCORMACK of
Washlngton, the chairman of the Committee on Arrangements
" Mr. McCormack. Mr. Speaker fellow Members, ladies and gentlemen:
- December of. 1773, a group of Boston citizens, outraged with a new British -
_tax on tea, swarmed over three British shxps in the Harbor and dumped then
o cargo overboard. - - 0
;In the spnng of 1774, the. British Parhament responding sternly, enacted
: the Cocrcwe Acts, closing the port of Boston, quartering troops in Boston. -
“and exempting British officials from trial'in the Colony’s courts. '
The colonists called these the Intolerable, Acts and they were. the central
ok ‘'subject of discussion when the Fn‘st Continental Conqress met on Septem-
. ber5,1774. : : '
" Out of this session came a “Declaratxon and Resdlves” of colonial rights
"and an agreement to stand together in boycottlng commerce wrth Great.
Britain., \ :
"The thirst«for liberty and justice and a wrlhngness to sacriﬁce for it was -,
the initial manifestation of the spirit that produced the Declaration of Inde-
. penderrce, the Constrtutron, the Bill of Rights, and.a 200-\e!|r tradition of
representatxve go»emment preservrng freedom and dxgmtv for all Amerl-
‘cans. 3 ‘ .
‘Today we meet to. commemorate the 200th annwersary of that First
Congress The other members of your Arrangements Committee are: The -
. Honorable ]oseph M. McDade of Pennsylvania, the Honorable ]ames M
Hanley, of New York and the Honorable Jack F. Kemp, of New York

1.
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rights. The flood of pamplilets and newspaper essays that poured forth from ~

“performance of a young Virginia lawyer and legislator, Thomas Jefferson.

-~

News of Parliament’s passage of the Coercive Acts.arrived in the Colonies
during the early sumrher of 1774. This news not only elicited demands for a
general Congress to take steps to define and to secure colonial rights; it also -
provoked a searching reexamination of the nature of the connection between

- Britain and the ‘Colonies, as well as the extent and character of American

. ¢

American presses provided the intellectual context—and- established the

- mood—within which the First Continental Congress acted. Perhaps the

most penetrating, and certainly the. most moving, of these pamphléts was
entitled. “A Summary View of the Rights of British America,” the inspired - -

Here to read Jefferson’s ringing conclusion is Congresswoman Barbara Jor-.
dan, of Texas. ‘ '



~ Opening: Reading

"

Miss_JoroaN. Froceeding from the then still .novel assumption that the
" Colonies were 'distinct and independeny governments bound to Britain only
through their mutual allegiance to a common monarch, Jefferson argued at!:
length in a summary vic\\v-th;tt the British Parliament had no authority over' -
~ the ‘colonists, who were bound only by laws made by their’own - elected
.representatives and the legAi's'l'at'ures of cach of the Colonies:"liut{ Jeffersph
argued, Parliament had not beén alone in pursuing illegal “Acts of Powel™ ;.
in what, he said, was “'_I‘oo'plainly a deliberate and systematical plan’of.. '
reducing us to slavery.” George ITI himself had been guilty of a “wanton
exercise of power” in the Colonies. Charging. the King with a lohg list of .
oppressive acts against the Colonies, Jefferson concluded his pamphlet with ~
the following warning: . o g : C
. “That these are ourgrievances, which we have thus laid before his majesty, ~
with that freedom of language and sentiment which becomes a frec people
“claiming their rights, as derived from the laws of nature, ‘and not as the -
. gift of their chief magistrate: Let those flatfer who fear, it is not an American -
art. Tb'giVe'praise which is not due might be well from the venal, but would
ill be;seem those who are asserting the rights of human rature. They kriow, .
.and will therefore say, that kings are the servants, not the proprietors of the
people. » : , ; Co : : : .
.“Open your breast, sire, to liberal and expinded thought, Let not the
name of George the .third be a blot in the page of history. You are sur- )

-

" rounded by British counsellors, but remember that they are parties. You. - '
have no ministérs for American affairs, because you have none taken from .
among us, nor am table to the laws on which, they are to give you advice. -

It behoves you, thétefore, tothink and to act for yourself and your people. . '

" The great pringiples of right and wrong are legible to every reader; to pursue
‘them requires not the aid of many counsellors. The whole art of government

- consists in the art of being honest. Only aim to do your duty, and fnahkind/ o

- 'will give you credit where you fail. No longer persevere in sacrificing the = -
right$iof one part-of the empire to the inoxl‘dlina'te desires of another; but’z\ _

“deal out to all equal and impartial_right. Let no act be passed by anj“one | -

legislature -which may infringe on the rights and liberties of another, This |

is the important post in which fortune has placed you, holding the balance |

~ of a great, if a well poised empire. This, sire, is the advice of your great

4
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Amencan council, on thc obscrvance of wluch may pcrhaps depend youx'
fehc:ty and futuie fame, and the preservatnon of that lmrmony which alone
can continue both to Great Britain and America the reciprocal advantages of |
their connection. It is neither our wish nor our interest to separate from her.
“We are willing, on our part, to sacrifice everything which reason can|
. ask to the restoration of that tranquility for which all must wish, On their
part, let them be ready to establish union and a generous plan, Let them m,
namé their terms, but let them be just. ‘Acccpt of every commercial prefer-!
ence it is in our power to give for such things as we can raisc for their use,
‘or they make, for ours. But let them not think to exclude us from going to
other>markets to disposc of those commoditics which they cannot use, or
to supply those wan's which they cannot supply. Still less let it, be proposed
- - that our propertics within:our own territories shall be taxed or rcgulated by
, any power.on earth but our own. The God who gave us life gave us liberty
at the sanie time; the hand of force may destroy, but cannot diéjoin them.
This, sire, is oyr last; our determined resolution;. and that you will be
~pleased to interpose with that efficacy which your earnest ‘endeavors may
‘ensure to procure redress of these ourgreat gncvances, to.quiet the minds
-of your subjects in British Amencgl, agamet any apprehensions of future
encroachment, to estabhsh fraternal love and harmony through thic whole
~empire, and that these may continue to the latest ages of time, is-the ferven
prayer of all Brmsh Amcnca"’

“ . "
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y | Prof Ceceha KenyOJ
——“ TR "‘ - Address

Q -

a.

IDEOLOGICAL ORIGINS O]F THE
FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[

Mr. HANLEY. Mr Speaker, Iam prrvrlcged today|to introduce our first -
guest speaker, Miss Cecelia M. Kenyon. Professor Kenyon is the Charles N.
.Clark professor of government at .Smith College, ‘and during this school -
-~ year is servmg ds the James" Plnckney Harrlson Proféssor of I-Ilstory at the -
College of William and Mary, - { :

She is known prlmarlly for her penctratlng and insightful essays on the
pollt‘xcal thought of the Toundlng Fathers and cspecially for her work on
“the Anti-Federalists: She is presently doing a large study of early American |

~ political ideas and is serving on the advisory committce for the Library of
- Congress American Revolutlon Blccntcnnlal Program -
Professor Kenyon ‘
- Prof. CeceLia M. KENYON. Mr. Speaker, Members of the House of Rep-
" -resentatives, ladres and gentlemen

- Members of the First Continental Congress \\ould be pleased indeed to.
know that this. House, its heir and descendant, had paused in! thc midst of
efforts to cope with Contcmporary problems and commemorate the pur-
poses and achlevements of that Congress of two centurles ago. )

For the delegates of that Congress had a profound sense of the sngnlﬁcance

. of their own meetmg, for-themselves and their gcner‘atlon, and for their .

' postenty—that is to say, for us today in thig Chamber, and for the mllllons _—

'of Americans represented here by the Members of this House.
. That significance waS\stated succrnctly by a delegate from Vlrglma,. :
Rlchard Bland N . _
The qucstlon is, whether the >1ghts and llbcrtles of Amenca shall be contended for, :
. or given up to arbitrary power, \ -
i ' The tasks that brought those men to Phlladelphla in 1774 is still sxgmﬁ-
_cant today Indeed when we consider the relatively rare existence of con-
‘stxtutlonal republics throughout.all of known history, the preservation of
% liberty will always be’ a- difficult and continuous - task. For no géneration
~ “alone can guarantce the cnjoymcnt of liberty. either for itself or for its
\posterlty . . Col e : '
\

N ) e
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" and the rule of law. They differed in their interpretations of the British \
Constitution and its application to the American Colonies, but they were
unanimous in their conviction that the only legitimate government was one

| v

Itis therefore fitting and ‘prop‘er for us to look back at the 'tliought and

the work of our predecessdrs, for in doing so, we may gain insight and under-

standing thnt will enable us to pass on to our posterity the heritage of liberty |

and self government which- the men of 200 years ago preserved, enhanced,

and transmitted to succecding generations of Americans.
What were the assumption of the Members of that First Continental Con-

" gress? What were their objectives and their lfroblemEi’ What werg the po-

litical skills which they. used to resolve their differences and rcach conclu-

sions to-which at least a_majority could in conscience consent, and then .
. present to their constituents as a program for national action by whxch to
defend their rights and liberties?

My colleagucs and I'will attempt to answer some of these questxons
First, all of the delegates, including.those who later reniained loyal to the
British Government, were committed to the. pnncxplcs of constitutionalism

[based on a constitution and operated in accordanée with the rule of law,

, Second, they were agreed that, Americans had a just claim to certain
nghts and liberties, and that these were in serious jeopardy because of pol-
icies adopted by the British Crown and Parliament. They were not agreed,

howevet, as to the origin and justification of these liberties, and because the.

journal of the Congress is so sparse, and the rule of secrecy adopted by, the

delegates so well observed, we can only speculate about the debate that,

took place both in committees and-in the Congress as & whole.
The issuc was whether to base their liberties ‘on . natural law on the
‘British Constxtutlon on their Colonial Charters, or on all three. To rest their

“claims on colonial charters alone was probably unsatisfactory to many dele-
. ‘gates bccause of experience. Charters had been revoked in. the past, and

- might"be again in the future. Indeed, the crisis which led to the meetiny

of the Congress was-the virtual revocation of the Charter of Massachusetts.
To rely on the British Constitution alone must have’secemed futile to
some °delegates, because the debates.of the preceeding decades had already
demonstrated either, that the British Goverfiment was prepared to violate
that Constitution or that thé British in Britain interpreted the Constitution,
in a manner quite different from that of their American cousins.
To rely on natural law as the foundation of their liberties must have made
a numll
doctrine of natural law, and its corollary of natural rights, was associated

~ with the doctrine of a state of nature, in which men were supposed to have

lived without any government: and from which they emerged only by con-

" senting to a social contract. The trouble was,‘or may have been, that some

delegates simply did not believe that men had ever lived without govern-

ek of delegates uncomfortable, for any one of several reasons. The '

\l

ment. James Otis, a pamphleteer popular during the 1760, statéd flatly-that _...
he dxd not beheve in the state of nature, but that since he could ﬁnd no better

.
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- basis for the rights and_‘ljbérties-in-whiz:h"h’e’did'bi?l_ie'\'ié','he would use that
. . concept. . . . ¢ . s
""" /A second problem ' in using hatural law and natural rights doctrine was - -
" the prineiple of equality associated with it. All of the Colonies, witliout excep-
./ tion, fequired.some’ property qualifications for voting, and.in none of-the ,
1 CbIo__nic;s had slavery been abolished. But if men had been equal in the state
of nature; then upon what principle could their inequality in civil society be

/. Justified? That was an embarrassing question, and we know from contempo-

¥ rary sources that some Americans were troubled by it. .
~ In the end, the»"Cc?ngresé‘agr'eed to use all- three justifications: -the British
" Constitution, the Colonial Charters, an¥ the concept of natural law and
... matural rights. And despite alf its problems and weaknesses it was the last of
tinesz three that.gave the American Revolution its universality and its special |
7 .quality of léhving tb_ each.generatiog-'of Americans thé obligation to-carry’
forward at least on-more stepitsever unfinished business: . IR
. ~- A third belief shared by the delegates to the First Congress was that the
T~ ... most perfeét form of constitutionalism was a government which had within
BRI it at least one strorg representative branch, a branch which above all else,

' - ..~ controlled thie power of taxation and expenditure of the people’s property. )

o i ;;v‘Foiff?:gntuﬁes,“%'s they knew very well, their English ancestors had stubbornly
./ used the power of the”purse to gain and preserve the'rights, liberties, and -
- privileges of free men. The Colonies themselves ‘had repeatedly used that

.same power of the pure to win concessions' ffgm.their royal governors, to |

/

- erode their power, and in short, to compel their éhief executives to be a_l}glést_ .
Coe asj" accountable to the people over whom they ruled as they were o the - ™

"»."  “mimarch to whom they owcd their appointment. The colonists knew thatif -

' . they lost this power, they, would lose their principal ‘weapon against arbitrary . .

. % ‘government. Every schoolchild in America knows that the gr

g ment. Lver) : r grand pat

& Pof the Revolutién was, “No taxation without representation.” <7 E _
* #" To this argument the British Government and jts supporters replied that

nd.,batt‘le;;?%r".y

~+#he Americans were “virtually” represented in Parliament, although they .

ra .did not actually-vote for or send a’hy-"mcmbérs to-theZ;Parliya‘mkentf. The British -
deferiders of. this system argued that actual voting wshot the essential ele-
ment in representation. Once a man got into Parliament he represented not -

/. the particular district for which he was clected; rather, he represented the
AR entire'nation, indecd; the entin: Empirer~ , a S
I v Americans 'did not accepi this heory, “for four reasons—two=~of them °

“practical, and derived. from experj nce, two'of them theoretical;zbut also
« grounded in .experience. In the fyst place"Americans were: accustomed to-
‘having their own-ma# in their colonial assemblies. He usually came from

the district he represented, and.in some Colonjes his constituents sent. him |
'to thie legislature with definite instructions, If they did not approve of his .
E cdnduct,.they could turn hun out, usually within a“year. The idea that some
. F:leiShn;a{'l 3,000 miles away could, represent them was outlandish. It was .
" “also unrealistic, and this was-their second reason for rcj'cctirig this theory of ..
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vxrtual" representatlon. To the Amerlcans it was perfectly clear that there|
‘were areas in which the interests of the British voter and the A\menca.n .
colonist were in direct conflict. An obvious example was taxatlori. If the .
"Parliament 'could tax the colonists heav1ly, it could lower taxes for the _
British who lived in Br1ta.1n i R
.The two theoretical argumcnts ‘against “vxrtual” representanon were also’
' rooted in the_colonists’ experience in politics. That experience led them to
" doubt botb. the\ps\yrhologxcal and ethical assumpnons upon whmh the’
. British theory rested. Americans were not sure that it was possible for a. ma.n
always to jl,ercewe what the interest of -the entire nation or empire was—
assuming that there was a;common interest. The’ problem then was both
cognitive and ontological. Finally, they doubted that it was ethically possi-'
*~ - blefora member of ‘Parliament always to vote for the general welfare, when

his own interest or that of hlS 1mmcd1atx. constxtuents was or scemed to be
. . \

in conflict'with it..
Because of the Americans’ insistence on voung as a crucial element in

legitimate representation, it is pleasing to.note that the delegates to the Fxrst‘

- Congress were all chosen by processes which involved some degree of voter
choice, sometimes by direct election, more frcquently by indirect election.

: -Of even greater importance, the delegates knew that their power and

N authorxty rested on the willingness of constituents to fgllow their lead. The

" ‘sensitivity of the Members of the First Congress to. the meaning of repre- \ :

_ sentation, their awareness that the only real power they possessed was the i -
power to persuade, was well stated by a delegate from South Carolina.

We haVe no'legal authority; and obedience to our determinations will only follow

o the reasonableness,- the apparent utility and necessity of the measures we adopt. 'We
P have no coercive or legislative authonty Ox&r constituents are bound only in honor .

“ o observe our determinations. | : 5 /,
b Thus the great: and crucxal problem of the Congress was to devise /ways

’

Wi

L4

and means that ‘would be effective against the- Bntlsh Governmcnt and D

voluntarily accepted by their American constituents.., E o

. - Then, as now, 'the task of reaching agrecmcnt on means proved to be far
~— more difficult than agrecing.on ends. iy TR
Itis in rcadlng the record of msagrcemcnts within the Congrcss andl

observing the method.. by which its Members resoly cd those dlfTerences, that
-a modern American senses the difficulty of their task and catches a glimpse |
Y of the political skills already acquired by our forefathers and used by them -~ )
to take the first great step toward a continental union based upon the repub-' o
lican ideal of liberty and justice for every citizen. ' i
- In the end, and after practical compromises that would be perfectly unclcr-
staridable to. this House, which, like its. venerable predecessor; represents  * ff
.-different regions and different lntcrests ‘the Congress did agree to"a plan. it
for exerting peaceful but strorig presiure on both the people of Britain and i
their government. Whether the plan would have been successful in its object,’
o the restoration .md prescrvatlon of Amerlcan llbertv without resort to armed

14 " ' -9k

-
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foi'ce; we shall never know. Before it could take ful! effect, the conflict be-

" tween America and Britain erupted into military action at Lexington and

- Concord on April 19, 1775. .

- Was this first Congress a success, and did its work really end on Octo- .

ber 26, 1774? If judged by its immediate goal, 'to restore American rights
-without resort to force, it was a failure. If, heivever, we look upon it as a

determined effort to secure American liberty by means of national unity, it

- was successful, because it wasfollowed by the Second Continental Congress,

-and that Congress by-an unbzroken series of. Clongresses, frorn that day
. « Lo o . '
~years ago until this moment. : :

200.

A

- It therefore seems -appropriate to end these remarks with. a quotation

‘taken, not from the First Congress, but from one of itz immediate successQrs.

‘The words are those of -John Adams, written to his wife ir: late April of 1777.

Adams was.then working away .at the Congress-in Philadelphia, subject to
cross pressures of conflicting interests and opinicns, serving on multiple com-
mittees, responding to incessant demanc_ls on his time and energy, doingin
short, very much the kind of job that a Member of this present House does..

But John Adams was alone, and he was homesick. He.wanted to be back

.on his farm.in Massachusetts, with his wife and his children. Weary of his
“work in.the Congress, he wrote a very homesick letter to his wife, Abigail.

The last words.of thalt letter were nof addressed to _Abiga‘il, really, but to us,

to all of us: “Posterity! You will never know how much it cost the present’

generation, to preserve your Freedom! I hope you make a good use of it. If .
you do not, I shall repent iti. Heaven that ever I took half the pains to
preserve it.” 1"~ » ” s & o :

24 * Wt

‘editor in “chief; Wendall D. _Gaf{et,

. — . 7
* This quofation is from: L. H. Butth)'rﬁi;ld,

_ aswciate editor; Marjorie E. Sprague, assistant editor, The Adams Papers, series I1:

““Adams Fé'mily Correspondence.” Sponsored by the Massachusetts Historical Society,’

Atheneum (1965), originally published-by.HarngdvUnivcrsity Press (1963). Volume
II (June-1776-Maxch 1778), page 224, »: KN - T
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Prof Merrill _]cnsen |
o Addrcss e

HISTOn ICAL ORIGINS OF. THE/ ta
FIRST C()NTINENTAL CONGRESS

T Mr. KEMP Mr. Speaker, my dxstmgulshed colleagues z{nd friends. It has -
been said that the- only thing that people learn from hlstory is that no one
ever learns anything from history. And certainly today we can ill afford
the luxury of not leammg the lessons of the past. ! T N

And our second guest speaker is Prof. Merrill Jensen the Vilas Research
Professor of History at the University of Wxsconsm After serving as the uni-

. versity’s chairman.of the hlstory department for 4 years, he also to-Jay serves

- with Miss Kenyon'as a member of the Library bf Congress American Revo-
lution Bicentennial Program He is the-author of several books on the era of
the Americon Revolution and is widely recogmzed as the world s leading

 living authority on the history of the Contment.a\l Congress.

Professor Jensen is now at work on a };ro_]egt of the hlstory of the First

. Federal Congress and I would like you' "to join with-me in greeting Prof.

- Merrill Jensen of the University of Wlsconsm

Professor JEnsen. The history of the Congress of the Umted States—-our

* oldest. natlonal political mstxtutxon-—began 200 years ago this month when
delegates from 12 American Colonies met. in, Philadelphia on the 5th of .

.~ September. ‘The occasion for that/ meeting was British legislation. One law
".zof-Parliament pumshed the town '6f Boston for the Boston Tea Party by clos-.

ing its port. A setond law alteréd the constitution of Massachusetts to glve

the British Governor. far more/faower than he had ever had before. .-~

, Some of the delegates thhught that Boston got what' it deserved for

. destroyhng private property; but most 6f them looked upon the alteration.

of the Massachusetts constltutlon as a dangerous threat to self-govemment

. _in all the Colonies. _ /

: The 57 men who assembled had leamed the art of polltlcs in some of the

toughest political schools in recorded hlstory-—the Colonial Assemblies—or

“House of Representatlves —the only elected branches -of ‘the colonial gov-

ernments. Forty-two/ of the.delegates’ had been or were: Mémbers of those -

Houses And,'as elected legislators, they were devoted to the pnmc1ple of leg-

'1slat1ve supremacy -

S 16 '_ Lo




.+ ! 'Above all most of them distrusted executive power. No one stated - that
*; distrust. more eloquently than Roger Sherman, a key figuré in the First Con-
: gress and in the Constitutional Convention. In 1787 he told the dclegatcs'\to :
the Conventioni. thit: the Presidericy was “nothing more: than: an institution
/~ for carrying the will of the legislature into effect” for the legislature was .
. “the depository of the supreme iill of the society.” Therefore the President
should be elected by and dependent upon Congress, and if he were not de- -
pendent, it would. be “the very essence of tyranny, if there was any such
thing.’_’ . : R ] - . :
 With a very few exceptions, most of the delegates were not full time pro-
\essional politicians. They werc merchants, planters, and professional men.
Even so,.some of them wére closeé to being political geniuses, and in all candor
it mLTﬁ't\bg said that some of them used political methods that are always de-
- plored but often used, and that concern for truth was not alw:iys"up'p_ermost
'~ in‘their minds. " . . ' e : T Do
Névertheless they were men concerned- with fundamental ideas about the = . .
nature of man, of society, and of government, and they could and did think .
" and write about such matters on a high level seldom matched by American
‘political leaders since the 18th century. . :
~ The Members of the First Congress divided bitterly about the nature of ",
 the policies to be adopted to oppose what they looked upén as British attacks .-
“on American liberties. Years later John Adams declared that “one-third were
‘Tories, one-third Whigs;-and the rest mongrels.” Or, to put it in modern.
terms, “one-third ‘conscrvatives, one-thi’_fd"‘liberals,~..an_d_jh_c_me-third fence-
sitters,” . I o I
The “liberals”—the “radicals” of the time-—had their way. The Congress:
adopted a Declaration of Rights which denied that Parliament had any
power to legislate for the Colonies, except to regulate their trade, and even
‘that only with the consent of.thé Colonies. Furthermore, the Declaration
‘based American rights; in part, on the “law of nature,” a doctrine infinitely
useful in political debate since no one knew what it meant and therefore

'anyoné.could»deﬁneit;to.s’uit-his-parp.ose.—*--"—' e oo
" The Congress adopted an even more radical practical means of opposition: .
the coiaplete stoppage of trade with Great Britain and the ‘nonconsumption
of all British goods. And the means of enforcement’ was.rci'olutionary in
result. The Congress called for the creation of committees in every local . P

_community throughout the Colonies to enforce the st-obfaagg of trade. Hun- . |
dreds of such committees sprang up and within a few months these illegal \
grassroots organizations became the local governments in most Colonies, and - -

 the basis for the.overthrow of the' colonial governments themselves by the

end of 1775." o ' . S

. "‘j"_”-lhc.Fifs_t"gongrcss set the Colonies on the road to revolution and inde-
pendence, and Aftiericans, at the time realized, some with horror and some -

" with joy, that Gongress had doneso. ©* ** - .. O S

But the Congress did more than that, for its Members faiSed fundamental

12

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

constxtutxonal nd polmcal issues that are as of much concern- toda.v_asm[_/

were 200 years ago. - . : i ’ o
For years many Amerrcans had challenged the rxght of a central govern- -

ment—that of ‘Britain—to interfere within the Colonies, and the First

Congress{ was a climax of that challenge which led to independence. But

it was’ also the beginning of a long debate among Americans. themse!ves.
‘Some of" the delegates in the First Congress msrsted that a ‘central govern- -

B ment was necessary to-regulate trade, contrbl paper money, direct military -
' forces, settle digputes among Colonies, and provide force to suppress internal

/rebellxons Americans,-théy argued, should either agrec that: Brrtam had

: /' such. power ra opta constitution of their own.

- _Thiz"was the view of such men as John Jay and John Rutledge in 1774—

.--and in 1787, they supported the adoption of the Constitution.

-~ amending article of the Constitution, article 9, is the proviso that—-—

Other Members of the First Congress such as Samuel Adams and Richard -
Henry Lee believed that the State legislatures should retain ultxmate power
and that any Anierican ccntral government should be one of sharply defined,
precxsely delegatecl powers. Thirteen years later thcy were leading oppo- -
nents of the ratification of the Constitution unless it was amended to pro-
tect the rights of citizens, and to more carefully define and hmxt the power
‘of the central government over the States. .

The debates did not die with the adoption of the ConstltutxonW
“tinued on to another climax: Oric of the bloodiest .civil ivars. in lnstory

- between 1861 .and 1865. Ahd today, whatwith the talk about a “new-
"F ederalxsrn,

3

who' can say“that ‘the debate begun 200 years ago has been
‘settled to the satisfaction of all Americans. : -

The First Conoress also- dcbated -a balance ‘of po“er of another sort:
That among the Colonies themselves. The issuc was raised the first day. How
should Congress vote: by copulation or by Colonies? In the course of the de- -
bate, Patrick Henry of Virginia declared that the Colonies were in a state - - ..
of nature, that distinctions among the Colonies'were no more; and then de- 4
clared: “I am not a Virginian, but an American.” It was not a proclama-
tion of American nationalism) as some have said and still say, but an argu- .
ment that Virginia—with 20 ercent of the population_.of the Thirteen
Colomes—-—should have more*v'g(es than Rhode’ Island and the other small
Colonies. - :

The small Colonies insisted that they had as much at stake as the large
ones, and they had more votes Congress therefore agreed that each Colony
'should have onie vote but that the decision should not become.a precedent
'But it did become a precedent and is a part of the American. constitutional .

. system today. The insistence upon the equality of the States was so powerful

that it had to be granted in one branch of Congress to prevent the collapse
of the Constitutional Convention in 1787. Embedded at the end of the’

iy
o

No State; without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. -

. 18
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‘ The First Congress did xqore than begm debate on great and’ lastmg issues::
- It provided for the continuity of Congress by agreeing to meet again
. ‘May 1775 if Britain had not redressed American grievances. The British -
. scorned the Flrst\eong-x:e—srturned to—armed force, and-by-the time the Sec-
" ond Congress. assembled, a-war had Begun that was to last 8 years before .
Americans won their independence. .
, ° The Second Congress, and. its successors elected by State leglslatures, be-
« came both the symbol and -the governing body of the Nation. Congress, a .
_single house legislature, established domestic policies, directed mlhtary-
- operations, and determined and executed the foreign policies of the United
States. Not until after the adoptlon of the Constitution of 1787 was the o
Congress .divided into two ‘branches and required .to share its powers and
responsxblhtxes with an éxecutive and a Supreme Court. .
The, Members of the First Congress did far more than prepa.re the way
\t{)r independence, begin the debate on‘great and lasting issues, and create

n enduring national mstltutlon They went on to_lay-the constitutional
ahd political. foundatxons of a new nation on both the State and Natxonal
level. ; ' ' : ;
Eleven of the delegates served in the State leglslatures and conventions

that wrote the first State constitutions; 34 of them sat in State legislatures
_after 1776; 16 of them became Govemors of their States; ‘and 17 of them.
“served on State supreme courts, 10 of theras (Qlef justices.

- On the national level, 41 of them served in Congress between 1775 and.
1789, 6 of them as its president. In 1787, 41 Members of the First Congress.
were still living. Ten of them were elected to the Constitutional Convention,
and 20 of them to the State conventions that ratified the Constitution.

And last, but by no means least, two Members of the First Congress—
- George’ Washington and. John Adams—wwere the first two- Presidents of the '
United States under the Constitution of 1787, and two others—]John Jay
and-John Rutledge—were the first two Chief Justnces of the U.S. Supreme

\
o Court \‘
They were strong me vhq\ﬂ'ered profoundly about the character of -

‘the constitutional and political ifStitutions they created, but the record -

of their collective achievement offers a ‘challeng N%\ﬁst creation, the
Congress of the United States, and above all a challenge~to_this- House of
Representatwes at the beginning of the thxrd century of its hlstorv N




I Alistair Cooke

| ]Pri’ricip;al_ ‘Address | |

. Mr. McDape. Mr. Speaker, 'y colleagues, and fellow citizens. Our prin-
. cipél'-slpeaker"today,_Mf. Alistair Cooke, is well known to Americans as the -
____—creator aryd' narrator of the special television series “‘America,” on which his
. best selling book of the same title is based. . o c
~* The series has won 18 awards around the world, including 5 Emmies and
the Peabody Award. Mr. Cooke has been an intérpreéter of America for the -
' British for 27 years through his “distinguished radio series, “Letters from -
America.” He is perhaps a more sensitive interpreter of the American ex-
perience because unlike many of us and like so many of our forebears, he was _
- not born an American but chose to become one. . ‘
A great privilege to warmly welcome Mr. Alistair Cooke.
.- [Applause] = - T ‘ T
‘Mr. CookEe. Mr. Speaker; Mr. McDabe, Members of the House of Repre- .
seﬁ_‘fa?t‘(ives; distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: Of all the times that I
have’sat in this House in the past 30-odd years as a reporter and listened to
Pij‘ési_dénts requesting from you declarations of war—not many of them any
more since you lost the pdwer!;listening to pronouncements that the state
of’%the Union was good or bad or indifférent; and listening to debates on
everything fromthe price of battleships to the coloring of marjarine; I can -
assure'yon that this ocgasion is 1791; me far-and away the most terrifying. Ie. -
-was not at first put up to me as"an_.ordeal, or even as‘a very great privilege,
. which indeed it is. T understood that there w'":\as 'to be a cozy get-together of
some’ Congressmen, somewhere, a breakfast perhaps, at-which 1 might be.
.called on to say a few ifnprompt_d words. But standing here now I feel as if T o
were qu:t coming awake from 3 nightmareé in which I see myself before you
unprepared and naked, as one often does in dreams, looking around this awe- -
- _..someassembly and blurting out “I accept your nomination for the Presidency
" of the United States.” T R L
When II'blithely accepted—ihe ‘invitation, that is—and the grandeur of
this occasion was only then made clear to me, I tried to backtrack on’ the

TN

grounds of a conflict of Jintezest. Because I was supposed now to be stand- -

ing before an audience nqyt/in the United States but in the. Kingdom of.
Fife addressing the annual dinner of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of -

5 .
!
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- St Andrews My letter of ab_]ect apology to-the Secretary prompted from
*him a chlvalrous reply. He wrote

“Itisa pxty that you will not be followmg in the footsteps of Francis Ouimet and
Robert Tyre Jones, Jr., but it is splendid that you should be: followmg in the footsteps
of Lafayette and Churchill, - .. ! .

He added however

A senior member asks me to remind- you that we are 20 years more ancient than’

(tﬁthe First’ Contmental Congress, ‘and maybe you should get your priorities stralght

‘T- cannot help recalling—and with, some pnde ini the -great honor . that
you do me today—that the only natxve-bom/Engllshman I ever heard ad-

~dress this House was Winston Churchill.-He remarked then that if his father )

.had been American, and his mother. Enghsh mstead of the other way around L

he might have got here on his own.

The wistful thought cccurs ,to me today that 1f my father had been Insh .

“and my mother English, mstead of the other way arol’xlnd T.might have t1p-
" toed, at a respectul dxstance,,ln the shadow of that mighty man.

We are met in, what I t\ﬁke to be the first’ ofﬁcxal celebration of ! the Bx-
centennial by the Congress to applaud the men whé met in Philadelphia in '

September 1774, in response to many mdxgmtxes mainly, I think, to. the

* " military occupation of Boston and the monstrqus, and,as it turned out the
- “fateful blunder of the Parliament, in closing the Port of Boston. This is an

..unreasonable, until you ask them to wonder. ho(v they would feel if the

action which Englishmen, to this day, think - of as. being .not partlcularly

Congress of the Unlted States were to close the’ Port of London:
They were, as we have been told, a very mmed bunch of a.ggneved men.

- We tend to see them as a body of blue-eyed, selfless patriots all at one in their,
. detestation of tyranny. But I doubt that the present Congress sparis so wxdeq

. a political gamut. They ranged from hide-bound radicals to bloodshot con-

servatives. Thena were, of course, many disinterested men fighting for a
principle, ‘but there were also shrewd businessmen who saw, in a possxble

. break ‘with-England, a gorgeous opportunity to ally ‘with Spain and control-
“all trade east as well as west of the Appalachians. ‘

But—and .it will be worth saying over and over in the next 2 years—

- thelovers of liberty carry no national passport. -

‘This seems to me a good time to recall. sometunsung heroes of the Amer-'-

.. ican>Revolution who-sat not in Philadelphia but in the Housé of Com-
.-mons, some of them who jeopardized their careers by taking the colonists’
. 'side: Henry Seymour Conway, who carried through the repeal of the Stamp

TN

‘Act; General John Burgoyne, himself -to be the invasion commander who

raised a storm by vrging Parliament to convince the colonies “by persuasion

“and not by the sword”; the sailor Johnstone, once the Governor of Florida,
who warned the House of Commons that what it was doing would provoke
a confederacy and a general revolt: a flash of foresight that made the Gov- -

. ernment benches rise and tell him he had “brought his kno\\ledge of

21
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Amenca to ‘the wrong market”, and most of all Edmund Burke who got a
respectful‘“heanng on anything and everything until he rose to refute the
argument that if th&citizens of. Boston were taxed without representation, -
they were no worse’ off than_the citizens of Manchester. Burke rephed '

{
So, then, because $ome towhisin England afe not represented, America §s to have no

- representative at all? They are our children, and when they wish to’ reﬂccb ‘the best

face of the parent, the. countenance of Brmsh liberty, are we to turn- s 4hem'thc

shameful part of our Constitution? - . : . . .

He was booed to the rafters.. '

Now, by recallmg these trans-Atlantrc heroes of the Revolution, I wish
only to suggest the dangers that lie-ahead, and that have lain in the past, in
our tendency, especially in the movies and in télevi ision, and in too many
school books, tc sentrmentahze our history or to teach it as a continual ¢lash-
between the good guys and bad guys, between: America and Britain, the
whrte man and the Indlan mdustry and labor, between us and them.

‘Now, practical men usL\ly distrust hlstory—Henr) Ford sald it was “the
bunk”—as a false guide, and they are right. if we think that anythmg ever
repeats itself in the same way. It is, rather, ‘the. tendency of history to re-
peat itself in every way but one; and the new element i *unfo?iunately and .
usually the only one that matters. . i .

So, it is a normal impulse in men of actxon—and I take it that T am Iook-.
mg at men who are nothing but men of action—to distrust history because

. ® it is done with. Americans are all activ. ists in the sense that they have always

~ believed that tomorrow is going to be-at least as good as today, and cer-
tainly better than yesterday. Nothing could be more American® than -the
" famous remark of Lincoln Steffens .after he visited the Sovret Unlon “I
have seenthe future and it works.” Bertrand Russell saw the same future
at the same time, and what he saw was the past ] in a new guise, and it chilled
his blood. But then Russell had"a passion for human liberty and he could !
smell tyranny even when he ‘couldn’t see it. Steffens, on the other hand, was "~
a reporter—of a type not yet extinct—a reporter who behe\ ed everythmg
he - was told.

We are about to launch ourselves ona 2-vear festival of com’nemoratlon

of the Amerrcan past. And from the early promises of some chambers of -

commerce,. television producers, motel proprietors, and the manufacturers
of buttons and medals, it could turn into an orgy of self-rlghteousness
Practically every man who signed the ‘Declaration of Independence is at '
;  this moment being measured for a halo, or at worst a. T-shxrt This is done, .-
I think, from a fear, that the truth mrght turn out to be dull Well it’s often

' embarra.,smg, but it's never dulr é,

- By sentrmentalmng our history we do} most.of all, an enormous dlsservxce
to the young. We imply or proclaim. that the United States was mvented by
_saints with a grievance. Now any perceptive 12-year-old knows ffom his own .
expenence of life that this is nonsense, and :any perceptlve 5-year-old from

~ -) . @ s
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."her’ experience in life. So, they transfer their healthy suspicions from the’

jteacher to what is bemg taught and conclude that’ American hlstory IS a
‘great bore. : - :

“Professor Jensen has remmded us that we ha\e the word of a rmn who

"% 1 was in the thick of things from the stalt—John 'Adams—that in 1776. no

- more than a third of the population was on - the revolutionary side. One-.

third was openly or covertly Loyalist. ‘And thie other third was that’ depend-:

"+ able minority to whom the Gallup poll pays regular tribute: the people who

- da.lly experience of many young peOpIEgrowmg up . today:

- know nothing, feel nothmg, and stand for nothing.

"to hide. This does not demean, indeed,

N

" We are also undoubtédly going to be pliunged, through the TV tube. into,

‘a public bath of immigrants, all-of whom will be warm-hearted, simple, -

courageous and abused. But it would |do no harm to young Americans—it

" ought, rather, to fortify their ideals—tq.learn that many a shxpload of immi-

grants. from 1848 into our own time dontained also men jumping military
service, and delmquents both adult and juvenile: a lot of people with a lot
to me, it glorifies the legions who"
[o know this will-only confirm the
v'in"a community

struggled for a_decentand tidy life.

* of mixed national and racial orxgms It seems to me that by such teaching

of the truth—of the way it was—in all its maddenmg complexity, they
n'nght learn early on the simple lesson that courage and cowardicé know no
national frontiers ¢ or racnal frontiers, and that when-we $ay a-man or woman b

" is a credit or dxsrred»t to their race, we should meanfio more or less than

the human race. %yl

The war against inj u;txce and bwotry and greed started w ell before 1774—

"in fact, ~with Cain and Abel—-—and will trouble our history till the end of

time. I :
Now, I think it is good and proper that in 1976 we should celebr'ate what
is best in the American- past. But we should remember that’ our. history,"

- like-that of all nations, is sometimes fine.and sometlmes foul. The important

thing is to know which j is which. ‘
- For if we accept at any'given time the mevxtable complemty of. human .

" motives and desires that make up the past,-and the present, there is no need

to fear. But some people say, “Won’t a strong dose of reality disillusion

. the idealism.of the young? It-is the same question that a member of the -

- hardy and practlcal lnstrument of government

“Constitutional Convention put to James Madison when he said that good
.government could only be-based on “ambition’ counteracting ambition.”
" Was he saying, asked a mocking delegate, that ‘“the frailties of human nature

are the proper elements of good government?” . -
Madison rephed ‘T know no other.” That snmple sentence w thh reﬂect§

_Madison’s -unsleeping sense of- reality and his ability to-get the Convention
'to set up a system that hopes f for the best in human .nature, but is a]ways on
guard against the worst. - !

5

- That is what.I believe has guaranteed the survwal of the Constntutnon as a
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.- So,T suggest that we would be making a foolish spectacle of ourselves i
... we spent the Bicentennial .year .proclaiming ‘to a-bored world that we ar
~.‘unique and holier than. anybody, for ‘today national-sovereignty. is a frail -
. .cornmodity. Today we and Western Europe are faced. in common with
“triple threat to representative government. For. the first time since"th‘e 15
centufy.our cities are threatened by the success of violence. For the first tir e
since the 1920s our countries are threatened by an.unstoppable inflati n.
:And for ‘the first time in human ‘history our planet is threatened by an
unstopped nuclear arms race. o '
" We are very much in the parlous situation of the Thirteen ‘Colonies. Ve
- don’t have much time, if any, to think of ourselves as separate nations wh(lsé ‘
 fate is in our hands. Franklin’s warning is apt: “We must all hang togethér, i
“or assuredly we shall all hang separately.” : ] s t/
More and more we and many more nations are, as'the Bible warned us,
“members one of another.” .. _' L L -
I think' that honest persons who are concerned for the reputation of this
country.abroad had much cause for misgiving in-the past year or two, when'
our image was rendered alarming tc free men by the. gradual growth in 'the’
executive branch of Government—and it began at least a dozen or 14 years..
ago—of a kind of domestic Politburo, which in the end, in its-malignant
.foﬁn,_was indifferent to the Congress and contemptuous of 'the;! people and
the law. _ - o S ' ) :
But. then, through the gloom and the squalor that lay on this city, there
' éamg a strong beam of light, and it caine from' this House. Nothing that T
can rémember has redeemed, in Europe anyway, the best picture of Amer-
Jica, which is always the one’ that ordinary men and wornen want to believe .
. in, more thdn the recent public sessions—and how fortunate it was that"they
were public—of your Judiciary Committee, = L
~ Here after a welter of truth, and possible truth, and rumor and hearsay, _
' we saw and heard 38 men and women debating, with sense and dignity and ©
scriousriess, the most dire threat to the constitutional system since 1860, And
so long as the standing committees of Congress remember that they are stand-
ing'in for nobody but the people, the staté of the Consti'tutlion,_I.‘think,' will -
_ be sound. And’just so Torig7will the. Executive be “the servant and not the
. :.-'Propiietor of the people.” T - S
"7 So it seemns to me a happy thing, and enough of a celebration for today,
at any rate, that 200 years after the First. Congress met-as a.téam of watgh. -

dogs eager to corner a tyrannical executive, this House should ‘have made. -

it possible for us today to say, without complacency, and with- some legiti- '
- mate pride: “T have scen the past—and- it works!” '
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 Hon. Mike, McCormack
| Closmg Comments |
Mr. MCCORMACK Thank you, Mr Cooke OI .
It may be appropriate, as we close this 200th anmversary gceremony, to

L ilrecall ‘that even with “the frailties of human nature” to which James Madi- - =

- son referred; the Congress and the House of Representatives has established
. a brilliant ‘record..of accom;':hshments in’ protectlng and expanding freedom

“and human dignity; a’ record that is’ unique in the annals of: hlstory

When Alexander Hamilton informed his- British guest that' “here, Sir,
the _people govern,” he could ha.rdly have foreseen the remarkable progress

L that has been made here.in the House of Representatlves gwmg meaning

“to his words. _

This is a far better’ country, and indeed a far better world for the accom-

. plishments of the men who founded this Congress, and by their succe§ors,—<~
“who have, during the last 200" 'years,.been dedicated to, as our, Foundmg
Fathers expressed it, “the great . service - of secunng and perpetuating

.. freedom.”

Of course, Ino govemment of human belngs can be free from error—let

. alone perfect—and the people of America have always been a “daring, op-

. timistic, .generous: people,. willing- to experlment—to*try new ideas—to

~ admit to mistakes, to laugh or cry. togéther over successes ‘or failures, and,’
.. learning from both, pick up the: pleces and build for the future. It's been a

- ‘great adventure—thh a lot of ups and. downs but through it all we've .

. -

~ kept—and expanded—our freedoms.

_ In 1787, the Northwest Ordinance excluded slavery in the new Northem '
States, and assured all new States equallty with the Original Thirteen. That
- | sameg 'year, the- Constltutlon was adopted and 2 years later, the Blll of
nghts . ’ . ‘ :

In 1801 the alien” sedmon laws were repe'aled thus' protecting freedom
ofthe;h)ress' '

~ -In the 1860’ the\l\'hn_ill'“A‘t‘extendmg_h her educatlon opportu ‘
. . to average American$and thél Homestead Actgmgf‘edﬁ l‘land—ab
“able for.individual citizens were enacted; and the 13th, 14th, and’ 15th/ '
e Amendments, abollshmg slavery and provxdlng equal protectlon under the °
3 law, were ratified, ’ o
In 1919 child labor.laws. were enacted and the next year suﬂ'rage for
. women—wasratxﬁed - — o o L
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“‘The last 40 years have witnessed a tide of significant legislation: The
> Social Security Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act, the G.L Bill, Civil Rightsi -
Legislation, Open Housmg, Equa! Kights for Women, Aid to Educatlon, the

" Repeal of the Emergency Detentxc;!r Act, the Housing Bill, Medicare, the War
Powers Act, and Environmeéntal Brotection and Consumer Protection Laws.
We have given generously of our manhood and our wealth to preserve

" peace and freedom and help feed and uplift the rest of the world.

- Most of this legislation has been passed here in this room by average : and _
not so average Americans, and we, and all of our countrymen .can take -
justifiable pride in the fact that this less- than-perfect government of less- -
than-perfect men and women has accompllshed so much to keep faith with
the aspirations and dreams of its founders; and to give deeper meanmg to
the first three words of the Constitution, “We the People.” =

Now, as we look to challenge of the future, let us dedrcate ourselves to
‘the commitment- that it will be even brighter than the past, and that this _
Chamber, and thxs House o Representatrves will always be “the place where '
the people govern.” .- .

I would like to take; a fhoment to recognize some of cur distinguished
guests and thank those’ who have helped contnbute to the'program, " -

- T am going to ask several $f them to stand and I would hke to ask that
we hold our applause until they are all standmg ; : ‘

oI wish to express our thanks fo Congresswoman Livov Boccs of Louisiana
and Congressman CaLpweLL BuTLer of Virginia, who are members of the
Executive Committee of the American Revolutronary Bicentennial: Admin-
lstratlon and Mr. John Warner,  ‘“sinistrator of the American- Revolu-
txonaxy Blcentenmal Administratir~ - nd the dxstmgurshed president of the |
U.S. Capitol Historical Society ..\  iormer member of this body, the ;
Honorable Fred Schwengel. o

I would also make particular mention: of the invaluable assxstance given/
to us by the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. They have
been of tremendous help to us, :

I wish also to thank the Director, Dr. James Brlhngton, and the A551stant o

~ Director, Mr. Mike Lacey.,We wish to thank Dr. Jack Greene Dr. Greene

“is the gentlemap who.prepared the booklet for us today. .

. Also, T would like -to acknowledge the presence ofDeputy Charrman

- Robert ngston :and the Special Assistant to.the Chairman, Ioe Hagan,
of the Natronal Endowment for -the Humanmes who helped ﬁnance this

. program today These gentlemen are standing ir the gallery. The endow-
ment has helped defray.the expenses of thls program and the. Pubhc Broad-

" casting System,

I would also like to pay tribute to Mr Hartford N. Gunn, presxdent of .

+ the Public Broadcasting System. He is here today. _ .,

Then T would also like to commend the 3 - manager of our House restaurant,v.

Mr. Kermit Cowan. He has prepared a. spccral menu. today with colonial
_ style luncheons. T hope you all enJoy them. :

22 i . - . : o o




P

tive: assistant t& the Mapnty Leader “Tip” O’Nmu.s staff, iho spear- .

~ headed -this pridgram from begmnmg to end and more than :myc)ne els€*

- has made this entire’program possxble
"Will you stand up, and may we give them a round of app]ause ,
[Applause] =
:Of couxse’ we would like to thank the Third Infantry s Old Guard Fer
_and Drum Corps and the Camerata Chorus of "Washington with: its ‘con<;
ductor, Joan-Reinthaler,, and the Camerata Chorus at this time w111 sing..
- Thank you very much,
[Camerata Chorus.]

. Mr. McCorMack. I know we all want to express our apprecxatxon to the

Camerata. Chorus for. those- songs. Not ‘only for bnngmg them to us today
..but for learning them.for “us for this particular program. Alistair Cooke
~ tells me thav these were the two “pop” hits of 1774. You can see how thmgs

havqchanged - : . CtL

, o~ S .
! ) ol . ' o
The Golors were retlred from the Chamber the .OId Guard Colomal
Fu'e and Drum Corps playing “Yankee Doodle.” -

The Old Guard Colonial Flfe and Drum Corps retired from the Chamber .

* The'honored guests retired from the Chamber. .,
At 12 o’clock and 45 minutes p.m., the proceedmgs commemorating the
~200th anniv ersary of the méeting and accomphshments of the Fxrst~Con tinen-

- f tal Congress were concluded.

) I would. hke o pay partlcular trlbute to three staff persons who did so- )
i 4' nluch ‘while we were at home over the Labor Day recess—Miss Ann Tonj jes
L and Miss Barbara G;azvhs of my staff and most of all Gary Hymel, execu-;

3
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Old Guard Fife and Drum Cofps plays “Yankee Doodle Dandy”
b R o

 The Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps

The Old Guard Flfl. and Drum Corps was founded in 1960 to provxde
music for 3rd Infantry (The Old Guard) Ceremonies. The Corps’ authentic
red and white Revolutionary uniform was authorized .by General George
Washington for his continental musicians. The group, which is led by Staff -

‘Sergeant John Markel as Drum Major, makes numerous road trips and
: ‘plays/ almost 500 shows each year.

Clze:lcr was written in 1770 by William- Blllmgs, a ‘tanner by trade who

* ran singing schools for which he composed music. A hymn tune with martial

rhythm and patriotic words, it was widely sung throughout -the Revolu-
tionary War and well into the 19th Ccntury and bccame a favorite with our -
marching soldiers. .

Yankee Doodle was originally thought to have been written in the 1750’ _
by a British army surgeon, Dr. Richard Shuckburgh, to deride the uncultured
and peasantlike colonists, who turned it into a rallying song for themselves.
Most authorities now conclude the song is American in’ “origin. Yankee
Doodle became the most popular marching song of the American ‘armies.
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The Ca.merata Chorus of Washmgton, a non-proﬁt professional cha.mber'

The Camemta Chorus |

-

) horus, has performed in the Baltimore-Washington:area for 11 years, Un-

" der the directon of conductor Joaii Reinthaler, the chorus' performs cham-

' ‘ber music of all. periods from the Renaissance to the present and has given

; ',_several concerts of American music at the National Galleiy of Art. .

‘Free America was written in"1774 by Joseph Warren to the tune of the

British Grenadiers; in accord with the common practice of adapting new
" world lyncs to Enghsh melodies. Reportedly, no-one was worried about’the.
* source of the tune which became well known to colonial smgers Warren, who'

< was killed at Bunker Hill, was known as a ﬂghtmg doctor of equal nught- o
" with pen and sword s :

Free America [1774) |

JOSEPH WARREN

That geat of Scxence Athens,
And eaxjth s proud mistress, Rome;

" Where now are all their glories?

We scarce carn find a tomb.

Then guard your rights, Amencans, -

-{Nor stoop to lawless sway;

, Oppose, oppose, oppose, oppose,
~ For North America.

-We led faix_' Freedom hither,-

And lo, the desert smiled!
A paradise of pleasurﬂ

- Was opened in the wild! -
Your hax’vest bold Americans, -

. 595-201 0-175-3 .

. Huzza, huzza, huzza, huzza, ‘

No power shall snatch away!
For free America.

qun froma world‘.;)f tyfa_nts, '

Beneath this western sky,

We formed a new dominion,

29
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"And many masters more;

A land of hberty, ,
The world shall own we're masters here ;

- Then hasten on the day;

Huzza, huzza, huzza, huzza,
For free America. .

‘ Proud Albion bowéd to Caesar,
"And numerous lords before; -

To Picts, to Danes, to Normans, '

But we can boast, Americans, _

We've never fillen a prey; '

Huzza, huiza, huzza, Nuzza, -«
For free America.

God bless this maxden chmate

And through its vast domain "

' )
. May hosts of heroes cluster,

.And blast the venal sycophhnt
‘That dares our rights betray;

Lift up )"‘ou'r hands, ye heroes,

Who scorn to wear a chain;

Huzza huzza, huzza, huzza,
For free America.

And swear with proud disdain,
Thé wretch that would ensnare you,
Shall lay his s snares in va.m

Should Europe-émpty all her force, \\ -

w €’ll meet her in array,

" And fight and shout, and shout and ﬁght
e For North America. o

" Some future day shall crown us, '

The masters.of the main,
Our fleets shali speak in thunder
To England, France, and Spain;

. And the nations over the ocgan spread

Shall tremble and obey
The sons, the sons, the sons, the sbns +
- Of brave Amenca
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The Lzberty Song was written by ]ohn chkmson and first pubhshcd in
- 1768 in the Boston Gazette. It has beencalled America’s first patnotlc song
. includes the lines;"by umtmg we stand by dividing we fall.” Dickinson, .
‘been called the penman of the Revolution, | wrote the Declaration
of Rights"af the Stamp Act Congress in 1765 and later. drafted the Petition™ 7~
.to the\K::gKan{t:e ‘Olive Branch Petition-of the First Continental Con-
gress, as well as t e%laratlon of the Causes of. Taking-'up Arm of the

Second Contmental Congress. Laters he\drafted the Articles of Confeder- _
' atlon e\

-were New World adaptations of English melodies. The “beerty Song,

réferred to by some historians as the first American national anthem; is sung

to the tune of the British martial air “Hearts of Oak” . . American

patriotism set-to a British tune—the “Liberty Song” exhxbxts both the

strident libertarianism and the traditional attachment to the crown that '
" charactenzcd many co]omsts in the pre-revolutlonary era.

'-o

JOI{N DICKINSON

o Come’ join hand in hand, brave Americans all,
0 * And rouse your bold hearts at fair Liberty’s call;
No tyrannous acts shall suppress your just claim,
Or stain  with - dishonour ‘America’s name.
In Freedom we’re born and in Freedom we’ll live,
Our purses are ready—Steady, Friends, Steady
o Not as slaves, butas free men our money we ’1l give.

L F

Our worthy forefathers—let’s glve them-a cheer—
To climates unknown' did courageously steer; -
.. Thro’ oceans, to deserts, for freedom they came, '
- And dying bequeathed us their freedom and fame.
- - In Freedom we’re born and in Freedom we'll live,
_ Our purses are ready—Steady, Friends, Steady.
Not as slavés, but as free men our money we'll give. ‘

Then join hand in hand',aerve Americans all,
"By uniting we stand, by dividing“we fall; .«
In so righteous:a cause let us hope to~succeed,
For Heaven apprb’ves of each generous :
v In Freedom:we’re born-and in Freedom we’ll live, -
K Our purses are ready—Steady, Fnends Steady
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. All ages shall ‘speak ‘with; "a".mazegaagl‘.gpplause,
. ~ - Of the courage we'll show in support ‘pfao‘ﬁ“r“lmvé}-“w“’
‘ «  To'die we can bear—but to serve we disdain, -
- - 'For shame is to Freedom more dreadful than pain, ‘
o In Freedom we’re born and'in F reedom we'll live," - -
. Our purses are reédy-.—Steady, Friends, Steady. . "
S ~ Notasslaves, but as free men our money we’ll give.

e This bumper I crown for our sovereign’s health,,
" . And- this for Brittania’s glory and wealth;
JRE . That wealth and that glory immortal ‘may be,
T If she is but just—and if we are but free.
o ** In Freedom we're born and in Freedom we'll live,
' Our purses are ready—Steady, Friends,.Steady. " - -
Not as slaves, but-as free men our money we’ll give,
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B South Carolina north to New Hampshlre As group by

B

. . . Il .
'o‘ ’ s . .

“Suc/z an’ Assembly
- as never before came toget/zer” ‘

THEY BEGAN ARRIVING in Philadelphia in ‘late August. They came mdnvndually
and in delegatlon by ship, coach, and. horseback from every colony from
Tgroup they ap-
: proached the town, they were “most cordxally welcomed” by a train of
carriages filled with Phxladelphla s most prominent gentlemen, who escorted
them to their homes to be lavishly entertained. At the earf:est opportunity,
they “walked a little about the town” and admired its stnklng “regularity
and elegance,” its many “grand, spacious” privatz houses, and its handsome
public edifices, including the “State House” (now Congress Hall) and the .
recently constructed Carpenters’ Hall, whose builders had furnished it with
“a convenient chamber” for meetings, “a long entry whére gentlemen may
walk,” ‘and '“an. excellént library.” A thriving. commercial center, Phila-
. delphla ‘and its environs contained between’'20,0Q0 and .30, 000 people, mak-
" ing it :as large as any urban center in Anglo-America except for London.
Its bustle, rectangular plan, broad-streets, and comparative cleanliness gave
it a charm that few of the visitors could resist. But what chiefly claimed their _.
atterition at that moment dunng the late summer of 1774 was not Phila-
delphia with its many’ attractions but the great political cris’s that had
brought them together at this First Continental Congress. :

It was a crisis that had been brewmg for at least a decade. The spectacular ‘
expansion of the British colonies in North' America, expansnon that could be

s _._;vmeasured in terms of population, extent of settled territory, volume of exports

and-imports, and a dozen additional ways, both contributed enormously to.
the meteoric ascendancy of Britain as a commercial power after 1660 and
stirred fears within commercial and government circles in Britain that such -

' valuable possessxons might somehow be lost and Britain again reduced to the. ’

status,of “a small state not more- respectable that Danemark, Sweden, [or]
Switzerland.” .Fed by the very logic of the parent-child metaphor that was
.conventionally used to describe the relationship between Britain and the.
colonies as well as by the séemingly selfish behavior of many of the individual
) colomes during the French and Indian War, these fears found expression in
' the widespread suspicion that the colonists were bent on achieving “a Sort,
of Independency of their Mother Country.” To “retain ‘and establish their
 Dependence upon this Klngdom,” the imperial government, at the end of the
war, undertook a series of measures calculated fo tighten imperial control .
_over the colonies. Among.these, the Stamp Act, passed by Parliament i in 1765,. .
. sought to tax the’ colonies for révenue and sparked a general resistance
among the colomsts .who denied Parhament s nght to. tax them for revenue
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because they were unrepresented in that body. And the resistance did not,
subside until Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in 1766. ‘ T
But repeal did not mean that Parliament had admitted that it had no right

to tax the colonies; on the contrary, colonial resistance to the Stamp Act only

served to*increase British anxietics about colonial aspirations for inde-

‘pendence and to strengthen the conviction that the coloriies had to be

brought under tighter rein. It was scarcely surprising, therefore; that in 1767

- Parliament again sought to ‘tax the colonies as part of a series of more .
-+ general reform measures known as the Townshend Acts. These measures -
b 'inaugurated a period of often violent opposition in the colonies that lasted * .
" until all -of the Fownshend duties except for a token tax on tea were repealed
_in 1770. This step ushered 'in'an uneasy period of quiet, uneasy because
‘the long years of controversy had both heightened, British skepticism about
4  the depth of the American commitment to the parent state and raised’
' American fears that a conspiracy of ¢orrupt politicians’in Britain was intent
-on depriving them of their ancient libertics. The spread of such fears
severely weakened the strong bonds of affection and"?éylegiancé‘ that .had
tied the coloniés so closely to Britainfor a hundred years'grior to the-Stamp
- Act. crisis. Colonial opposition was: thus easily rekindled by Parliament’s
passage of the Tea Act in 1773, which was intended merely to htlp the Edst
India Gompany sell more tea in' America, and thereby avoid bankruptcy,
+ by eliminating duties formerly collected in Britain on tea réexported to'the
colonies, Regarding the act as a clever ruse to inyeigle Americans.into buy-
ing cheaper British tea and thus acquiescing in Parliaiiéntary taxation,
_colonial leaders ‘urged resistance. In Boston, on the evening of December .
"16; 1773, about 200 men, dressed as Indians and. cheered on by a crowd
estimated as high as 8,000 people, dumped, 342 chests of tea worth about
£9,000 into the harbor. - . - - o
British political leaders swiftly retaliated during the spring of 1774. By-* !
the Coercive Acts, Parliament closed the port of Boston until the destroyed
tea was paid for, removed royal officials in Massachusetts from the juris-
diction of provincial courts, and altered the Massachusetts charter in ways
calculated to increase the authority of the Crown at the expense of. local
institutions. These measures were intended to ‘bring a swift halt t6'Massa-
chissetts” resistance and, b"x'serving,- as an example for any other colonies
. which persisted in opposing Parliament’s authority, to drive a wedge between -
Massachusetts and other colonies. But they had precisely the opposite effect. . . -
They seemed to leave no doubt, _as Ebenezer Baldwin, Congregational o
. pastor at Danbury, Connecticut, declared, that the’ British ministry was -
- operating on that “settled fixed plan . . . for inslaving the colonies” that
Americans' had come more and more to suspect over the previous decade

* had been at th= root-of most of their difficulties with the imperial govern-

* " ment, The cause of Massachusctts was, therefore, obviously the cause of
all, and- colonial leaders everywhere urged united resistance against such
“arbitrary power.” Throughout' May and June calls came—first from the

. town meeting-in Providence, Rhode Island, and then from one colony and
_ community after .another—for a general congress to work out a proper
i~ response. On June 17 the Massachusetts House of Representatives suggested

Philadelphia as the site and early September as the.time for the meeting. "
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** - Over the next threc months, all of"the or'igfi‘ml thirteen colonies-except
Georgm chose delegates. They were selected”in a variety of ways: in Rhode -
Island, Madsachusetts, and Connecticut by the legal colonial assemblics;
in Maryland New Hampshlrc New Jersey, Delaware, North Carolina, and .
' ergnua by extraconstitutional conventtons or congresses; in South Carolina
' " by “a general meetmg of the mhabxtants” at Charlcston, in. New York by

- a serics of clcctxons in the localities.

. To secure repeal of the C“ocrcwc Acts and, as the instructions to the New .
Hampshxre dclegates put it, “to extricate the Colonics frofh their present
difficulties” were the most ilnmediate but by no means the only and certainly

riot the most important asTgnmcnts ;given to the Congress. The hope was

that Congress would achieve much grander objectives, First, it was to seek,

in the words of the credcntla]s of the South Carolina declegation, redress of-

all- “the’ grievances under ’whlch America labours” and, more precxsc]y,
repeal or withdrawal “of the several acts of parliament that impose taxes or
duties for raising a revenue, and lay unnecessary restraints and burdens on ‘

*.” - Trade; and of ‘Ithe statutes, parlmmentary acts, and royal instructions, which
‘make an invidious dxstm(.min between his maJesty s subjects in Great-Britain

and America.” Second, and more sxgmﬁcant it was, said the North Carolina
credentxals to .dcscrnbe once and for all “with ccrtamty the rights of Ameri-

. .cans” and, charged the Rhode Island instructions, to consult upon “proper

) measures to cstablish the rights and libertics of the Coionics, upona just and
- solid fouridation.” For only when that was done, the experience of the last
"decade had persuaded a sxgmﬁcnnt segment of colonial political lcadcns, ‘

would the colonists have that security of llbcrty and propcrty that was: the
indispensable precondition for ‘the restoration, again in the words of the

- New Hampshire credentials; of “that peace, hanmony, and mutual confi-
dence which oncé happily subsisted between the parent country and’ hcr.

.Colonies.” To Silas'Deane, delegate from Connecticut, the task scemed “

arduous and of as great consequence, as ever men undertook and cngaged

” The stakes could scarcely have been hxghcr At issue, said Deane’s col-
lcague Eliphalet:Dyer, was nothing less than “the liberties of the West Indies
and of the people of Great Britain, as \\cll as er own, and perhaps. of

Europc i ‘

With-so much hanging in the balance the ability of the delcdates and the.
quality of the relations that.would develop among them were matters of
intense concern. Many: of the delegates were known to each other by repu-
tation, and nine,of the ﬁfty-sm men who attended the Congress had been
together nine years earlicr in' New York at the Stamp Act Congress, to

- which nine’ colonics, had sent representatives to concert opposition to the

Stamp Act. But for the most part they were strangers to one another and,

as they drifted-into Philadelphia in late August and carly September, were

cager to take the measure of one another. Dcane, John Adams (Massachu-
. setts), and Joseph Galloway (Pennsylvania) have left a record of their im-

. pressions. The first two generally liked what they saw. Deane was especially

pleased to find the Southern delegates “men . . . of firmness, sensibility,

spirit, and, thorough knowledge of the interests of America.” But Galloway,
the most conservative ‘member of Congress, mistrusted the Massachusetts -
delegates, who he feared would push for drastic measures. “They are in their
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Behaviour and Conversation very modést;” he wrotk' Got “nor William.
* Franklin of New Jersey, “and yetthey are not so much,so as not to throw

out Hints, which, like Straws and Fcat}?ers, tell us which Point of the Com-

- pass the Wind comes.” , :
' Whatever reservations some individual delegates had| about .others, the:
- Congress as a whole’ contained a stunning collection of individuals. With
the exception of some members from the delegations from New Hampshire,,
'New York, and New. Jersey, they were all among the most prominent politi-

cal leaders in the colonies, many of them at the zenith of their political
careers. They ranged in age from Stephen Hopkins (Rhode Island), who

was 68, to Edward Rutledge (South Carolina), who was not yet quite 25, -
~ But ovur three-fourths of the members'were between 35-and 55, and both

the mean and median .ies were between 45. and 46. Educational levels

were high, A third had attended American colleges. Five had gone to Har- -
vard, four to Yale, three each to The College of Philadelphia (now the Uni--

versity Bf Pennsylvania) and The College Jo"f William and Mary, and one
each to King’s College (now Columbia) and.Nassau Hall (iow Princeton).

. One delegate had been to the University 6f Edinburgh, while seven had

read'law at the Inns of Court in London and four others had received some"

education.in Britain. Well over half (33) either were practicing lawyers or

had read law, and most of the others were prosperous farmers and busi-

nessmen. . - ‘
Only a few, such ‘as Samuel Adams (Massachusetts), were not men of

considerable wealth. But the most impressive characteristic of the delegates
as a whole was the extent and depth of their political experience. Their -
- cumtilative legislative experience exceeded 550 years! The six Virginia dele-
. gates alone had served a co
. gesses, an average of just over 20 years each. At least eléven of the dele-
gates had béen- speakers of one of the colonial assemblies, two had been

mbined total of 123 years in the House of Bur-

governcrs, and a half dozen others had been judges in the superior courts.
“Here,” wrote John Adams to his friend William Tudor back in Boston,

- “are fortunes, abilities, learning, eloquence, ‘acuteness, equal to any I ever
met with.” Surely, he wrote his wife Abigail, Congress contained “a collec- -

tion of the greatest men upon this continent in point of abilities, virtues, and
fortunes.” Caesar Rodney (Delawate), who had also been at the Stamp Act
Congress, told ‘his brother Thomas that it was “the greatest assembly (in
proportion to the members) that ever was collected in America.” But John
Adams’ claim went even further, “The Congress,” he said to Tudor, “is
such an’assembly as riever hefore.cafme together, on a sudden, in any part

of the world,” Future accomplishments confirmed this judgment. Here-

were six future presidents of Congress, seven generals,.three diplomats,
seventeen governors, five members of the Constitutional Convention of

1787, five federal Supreme Court ‘justices, two memibers of the House of
Repxé§entatives, three senators, and two Presidents of the United States.
. The delegates were scarcely of one mind about a course of action. They

ranged in temperament arid opinion all the way from the cautious Gallo-
" way, who desperately hoped to head off any rash measures that might further -

raise the ire of- the British political nation, to the fiery South Carolina radj-

cal Christopher Gadsden, who was “for taking up his firelock and march-

,cn“’?
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ing ‘direct .to Boston.” Galloway later charged that “two parties were im- .

mediately formed; with dlifferent views, and determined to act upon different
principles.. One intended candidly and clearly to defitic American rights,
-and explicitly and dutifylly to petition for the remedy which would redress

" the gngvanccs justly complained of—to forni a more solid and. constitu-

tional union between the two countrics, and to avoid every measure which..
“tended to sedition, or acts of violent opposition. The other comlsted of per-
sons, whose design, from the beginning of their opposmon fo the Stamp Act, °
was to throw off all subordination and connexion with Great Britain; who
meant by every fiction, falschood, and fraud, to delude the people from their
due allcgnance, to throw the subsxstmg Government into anarchy, to incite

“the ignorant and vulgar to arms, and with. those arms to establish Amer-

ican Independence.” But Galloway was almost certainly misrepresenting the
ifitentions of his opponents. Certainly, there were many delegates who
thought the maladies afflicting the colonies called for a strong ¢ure. Gads-
den was not the only one who talked of taking up arms. .congc Washmg-
ton (Virginia) reportedly had offered in the Virginia convcntlon ‘to raise
and arm and lead one thousand men hzmﬂclf at his'own expense” and march
“at their head for the relief of Boston,” and Rodney found “the Bostonians
who (e know) have been condemned by many for their violence are mod-
erate men when compared to Virginia, South Carolina, and Rhode Island.”
But the dominant meod of those delegates, who were for what John Adams
referred to as “higher’ 'measutes, was more uccuratcly reflected i in their toasts
given at a dinner party at the Home of Joseph Reed, a Phxladelphxa lm\ yer,

just two nights before Congress convened on'September 5:
“Wisdom 16 Britain and ﬁrmncss to the Colomcs, may Britain be wise,

and America free,” .

“Union of Britain and the Colonies on a constxtutxona] foundation,”.

;!.n“.l . . . a 3\'.:’_ E . ’ .

“Unanimity to the Congress.

Inde~ ', the pressure for unanimity in the face of- Brmsh might was over-
whelmmg “Unanimity,” the -Connecticut delcgatcs wrote home, yas “in:
our view of the last importance,” and Patrick Henry (Virginia), one of
-the most radical delegates, grew e\ceedmgly ‘impatient” at having 1o see
such fellows as the more conservative “Galloway, Jay, and the Rutledges
and “not be at liberty to deséribe them in their true colors.” :

. Whatever the pressures toward unanimity, it became clear on the very
first.day that those who counselled firm measures had a clear.majority and
would not be timid in pushing for their goals. The first“act of Congress was
to sclect as president Peyton Randolph, speaker of the House of Burgesses of

s

" Virginia, the largest and most populous'of the colonics. Hé “secmed: to be

’

designed by nature for the business,” remarked Silas Deane. “Ofan affab]e, .

open, and majestic deportment, large in size, though not out of proportion,
ht commands respect and esteem by his very aspect, mdcpcndent of the high
character he sustains.” But the second act was to appoint as secretary
Charles Thomson, a leading Pennsylvania radical and the very “life of the
cause of liberty” in Philadelphia whom. Galloway had managed to exclude

-.from t}}'c Pennsylvania delegation. Two weeks later, Congress moved further

._ o S .83
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; -"toward /a strong stand by endorsmg the Suﬁ'o]k Rcsolves Wntten by. Dr
S ]oseph Watren, a radical Bostonian, and adopted by a convention in Suffolk .
) Countz l>fassachusetts ‘on September 9, these resolves not only declared the
e’ Acts unconstxtutlonal and advocated economlc sai°~tions against
,;Bntaxh but also advised the inhabitants of Massachusetts to form a.new gov-

- . ernmgent to administer the colony until the Coercive Acts had been:repealed
and to arm themselves and elect officers of the militia. Similarly, Congress re-
%, jectdd Galloway’s moderate Plan of union, introduced on September. 28,
'th j gh by a vote of only six colonies to five. Ultimately, however, Congress
b restrained from pursuing extreme measures at either end of thc pohtlcal
trum by the drive for unanimity and the restraints of public opinion. Al- -
ugh the‘decision to keep proceedings and.debates secret freed the dele- -
gates from direct constituent pressure after Congréss convened, they were
nevcr unaware,-as John Rutledge (South Carolipa) phrased it, that consti-
uent “obedience to our measures will only follow the reasonab]encss, the ap-
rent utxhty ‘and necessity of the measures ,we adopt.” Thus did Richard'
. Henry Lee (Virginia) oppose the Gal]oway Plan of Union on the grounds
that it “would make such changes in the-Legislature of the Colonics; that I
could not agree to it without consulting my. Lonstxtuents ” s
" What“was slowly achieved was a consensus, albeit one that fell more on
the radical than on the conservative side of the political scale. john Adams ,
described the consensus sucéinctly: Thére was no possibility, he wrote his : .
friend Tudor, that Congress would “advise to offensive measures.” The dele-
_“gates would “not, at this session, votc to raise men or money, or arms or. .
~ammunition. Their, opinions are fixed against hostilities- and rupture, except
-"they should’ become absolutely necessary; and this necessity they do not yet °
see. They dread the thoughts of an action, because it would make-a wound
-which would never be healed; it would fix and establish a rancor which would
descend to the latest gcncratlon it would render all hoges of a reconciliation.
Atith Great Britain desperate; it would light up th.c flames of war, perhaps ~
& throur,rh the whole continent, which mu;rht rage for twenty years and end in,
-/ the subduction of America as likely as in her liberation.”
¢ The correctness of Adams’ assessment was revealed again and again
throughout the Congress. A prime -example involved the dcbate over the
extent of Parliament’s authonty over th(: colonies, one of the most crycial
questions confronted by Congress. For“almost a dccadc .the colonists had

_ stood on'the principle laid down during the Stamp Act crisis: Parliament
could legislate for the colonies but could not tax them for revenue. But the
Coercive Acts had forced the colonists into a reformulation of their con-
stxtutxonal arguments. Those measures levied no taxes but-they seemed to -

. be justas detrimental to colonial rights as the Stamp, Act or the Townshend -
Rcvgdgq' Act. Clearly, some new line. of - defénse was nceded. This was
\\ppl;cq\by two rising young. laivyers James Wilson of Pcnnsvlvama and:
' Thomas" Jefferson of Virginia, in two separate pamphlets both published ..

* in August on-the eve of the Continental Congress. Wilson, in Considerations
on'the Authority of.Parliament, and Jefferson, in 4 Summary View of the
‘Rights of British America, argued that the colonics were distinct and iride-
pendent govcmmcnts bound to-Britain only’ through their mutual alle-
giance to a common monarch and that the British Parliament had therefore

1 o
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." “no right to exercise authority” over them. Despite the attempt by James™
- Duane (New York) and-other conservative delegates to persuade Congress - .
“to admit the “authority of Parliament to regulate the trade of the Colonie”
** as a matter of right, the Congress endorsed the léss conciliatory views of .
"Wilson and Jefferson. In its “Declaration.and Resolves,” a bols statement
.+ of.colonial rights and grievances adopted on Octoher 14, it unequivocally-
~ . denied that Parlianient had any-authority over the ‘colonies but tempered
this denial with an offer to abide by chose acts of Parliament that were
genuine regulations of ‘the external conunerce of the colonies and were de- .
signed for. “securing the comm.ercial advantages of the whole ‘empire to the
mother country, and the conrnercial benefits of its respective members.” This
offer, the Declaration was. 7.t painsito emphasize, was not made out of any
1ccognition of Parliament’s. right to make such regulations but only “froim
the necessity of-the case.” On every issue, Congress pursued not radical but
firm and strong measures. - : : '
"Howeyer predictable the force and direction of its decisions, Congress pro-
.. ceeded at a distressingly slow pace. “Tedious indecd is our business—slow.
"+ ".as srails,” complained John Adams. This slowness was not the result of in-
attention. The delegates met six days a week from 9:00 a.n. until 3:00 p.m.
‘Rather, it derived in part from their lack of familiarity with each other. It
took considerable time for “fifty gentlenen meeti:.g together, all strangers,”
: _just to “get acquaintéd with the tempers, views, characters, and designs” of
; one another. And this unfamiliarity, John Adams thought, made them all
. > “jealous of each other—fearful, timid, skittish.” But there were other rea-
+'# - sons forlack of dispatch. As the perceptive Adams confided to his diary, there
was “so much wit, sense, learning, acuteness; subtlety, eloquence, etc., among .
fifty gentlemen, each of whom has been habituated to lead and guide in his
own Province, that-an imriensity of time is spent unnecessarily.” “Every
man” ivas “an orator, a Ccritic, a statesman; and therefore every man upon
every question must show his oratory, his criticism, and his political abilities.”
If “it was moved and seconded that we should comne to a resolution that
three and two make five,” Adams despaired, “we should be entertained
with logic and rhetoric, lawy history, politics, and mathematics, and then— |
“+ * we should pass the resolution, unanimously, .in the affirmative.” Of no less
importance, in.Deane’s view, was the gravity, “the vast, extensive, and last-
ing importance of the iuestions before Congress.” “Every question,” Adams *
once. .remarked, was “discussed with a moderation, an acuteness, anda\
-minuteness equal to that of Queen Elizabeth’s Privy Council.” ..o 10
Once the Declaration-and Resolves had been agreedl upofi’in mid-October,
. the work of the Congress moved steadily toward fruition. On October 20,
Corgress sought to put some bite in its deinands by adopting the Continental.”
~ Association, an agreement that committed the colonies represented in Con-
- gress to take economic sanctions against Britain until colonial grievances had-
K been redressed and colonial rights established on a secure foundation. Non-
-importation of all British goods was to begin on Dgcember 1, nonconsump-
tion on March 1, 1775, and nonexportation on September 10, 1775. The post-
ponement of nonexportation for a year was a concession to the southern
staple-producing colonies. The Association also provided for an econoniic
"+ - boycott of any colony‘not adhering to the-agrecment and the clection of
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committees.of safety in every “county, city, and town” to sdrve as agencies of :

- enforcement. Over the next.week, Cangress completed its work by adopting
féur pungent public appeals explaining its behavior and seeking support:

an “Address to the.People of Great Britain” and a “Memorial to the Inhabit-

. ants of the Colonies” on October 21 and an “Address to the Inhabitants”
. of the six North American coloriies—Georgia, East Florida, West/Florida, .
‘Nova Scotia, Quebec, and St. John (now Prince Edward Island)—not

represented in Congress and a “Petition to the King” on October 26, the day
of adjournment. That evening, “all the Congress, and several gentlemen of
the town” dined “together at the City Tavern.” As the delegates put some"
distance between themselves and the frustrations and excitement of the pre- .
vious' six weeks and as they explained their measures to their constituents,
they could justifiably take pride in their accomplishments. Yet, they were
also aware that their efforts were unlikely to meet with success. “The Col- ‘-

. onists,” John Dickinson (Pennsylvania) wrote to the Virginian Arthur Lee

in London, “have now taken such grounds that Great Britain must relax,

“or inevitably involve herself in'a civil war, likely in all-human probability to
.~ overwhelm'her with a weight of calamities, -in comparison of ‘which.. . . the

contentions between the Houses of York and Lancaster, or the distractions-
of the last century, were gentle misfortunes. - : . ‘ A
- “A determined and unanimous resolution animates this Continent, firmly

. and faithfully fo support the common cause o the utmost extremity, in this

great struggle for the blessing of liberty—-a’blessing that can alone render

life worth holding. . . : B
“ “I wish for peace ardently; but must say, delightful as it i, it will come
more grateful by being unexpected. The first ‘act of violence on the part of

‘Administration in America, or the attempt to reiiforce General Gage this -
‘winter or next year, Wwill put the whole Continent in arms, from Nova Scotia

to Georgia.” =~ | _ : ,

In anticipation of a negative reception of-its work in London, Congress, -
before adjourning, voted to meet again on May 10, 1775, in the event that its
objectives had not been attajned. Unlike the Stamp Act Congress, which
made no provision for similar convocations in the future, the First Con-

" tinental Congress, by this act;_created-the first permanent national Ameri-

can political institution, one that would guide the states’through the Amieri- .

E can Revolution, Rreside over the creation of the Federal Union in 1787, and
« firmly establish a “traditior: of representative govérnment on the national

level in the new:United States. Called together to deal with a transitory -
crisis, the First Continental Congress thus created an enduring institution

‘that for 'the past two hundred “years'has been the chief bastion for securing

and perpetuating the “rights, libertics, and privileges” of the people of these
United States. oo o '

- Jack P. GREENE.
< -
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" . 1. “A Settled Fix'd Plan for Inslaving the Colonies”: Ebenezer Baldwin,

. “An Appendix Stating the Heavy Grievances the Colonies - Labor
_ Under . . .(August 31, 1774y - -

Throughout the colonies, politicians, writers, and ministers -in - speec hes,

essays, ‘and sermons enlarged upon the theme that the Coercive Acts were .
part of a “settled fix'd plan” among British ministers “for -enslaving the

:colonies . . ."and indeed. the [British] nation to6.” No longer, they ex-
.claimed, could there be much serious doubt that a malignant conspiracy
among the ministers and a corrupt majority in Parliament were intent upon .
establishing an “arbitrary power”. in the colonies, Because “such power will
more surcly intoxicate men than the strongest spirits” .and turn_ the, “best
of men”-into “monsters of cruelty,” ever more dreadful measures.could be
expected to follow the Coercive Acts if they were permitted to succeed. The
cause of Boston was thus the cause of all the colonies. Nothing, they con-

: tended, but the united resistance .of sthe colonies, even by force of arms,
if necessary, could preserve the. liberty and property of Americans from

certain destruction by the ruthless acts of a corrupt imperial government.
One of the clearest and most. comprehensive statements of this interpretation .

_of the Coercive Acts was written by Ebenezer Baldwin (1745-1776), a

graduate from and former tutor at Yale College and pastor of the First.

Congregational Church in Danbury, Cénnecticut.\lncluded as an-appendix

-to a sermon. delivered at-a public fast on August 31, 1774, by Samuel Sher-.

wood, a minister at Fairfield, Baldwin’s-statement is here reprinted from the
; . « .

_original. _ -

Tk Do Tk P T S

’

Indulge me a little-longer while I endeavour to poirit out what vé have
just reason to fear the consequences of these'measures will be. If we view the

. whole of the conduct of the ministry and parliament, I do not see how any

~ one can doubt but that there is a settled fix'd plan for inslaving the colonies,
. or-bringing them under arbitrary government, “and indeed the nation too.
- The present parliament have ever been (by all accounts) more devoted to

the interest of the ministry, than perhaps ever a parliament were. Now nbj::_'
withstanding the excellency of the British constitution, if the ministry!can

secure a majority in parliament, who will come into all their measures,.will = . *
jority in p m { . :

vote as they bid them; they may rule as absolutely as they do in France or

- Spain, yea as in Turkey or India: And this seems to be the present “pla%”

to secure a majority of parliarnent, and thus enslave .the nation with their
awn consent. The more places or pensions the ministry have in their.gift;
the more easily can they bribe a majority of parliament, by bestowing those’

!
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“places on-them or their - Tierids. This makes them erect so many new and :
unnecessary offices in America, even so as to swallow up the ‘whole of the “ /
revenue. The king is not at all the richer for these duties. But then .by :
bestowing these places—places of considerable profi and no labour, upon
the children or friends, or dependants of the members of parliament, the -
" ministry can secure jthem in their interest. This doubtless is the great thing - v -
the ministry aré driVing at, to establish arbitrary government with'the gon-
+ sent of parliament:{ And to keep the people of England still, the first exer- ~
tions of thix power kre upon the colonies. If the parliament insist upon the . K
ight_of taxing.the colonies at pleasure, the least we can expect is, to be

tax’d as ily as we can possibly bear, and yet support our lives; for as

- the members of parliament feel no burdens themselves by what they lay
upon us, and are under no er of losing their places by taxing/us, so =~ .
long as they can persuade the people ngland they are lightenigg their - -
burdens thereby; they are under no motives interest to" abstain from
loading us with taxes as hé‘ra/\x']y ‘as we can possibly groa der.

+ they will be cautious enough, to introdice these heavy. taxes graditatly,-lest ,

they excite too great commotions in this country: But let the right be once’
fix’d and established; it will be very easy to kcep adding tax to/tax; till the B
loads grow so heavy and are so fast bound, that%ve can neve f shake them -
off. Nothing most certainly-but a principle of justice will keep them from it; =~
and what can we expect from this quarter, .when in open défiance of the
English constitution, they claim a right to tax us, and thus deprive us of our
dearest privileges? ' ' .
" In the mean time we must é.i'pecggur charters will fall a sacrifice to these
arbitrary claims. Charter governments have long been disagreable to the
powers:in Britain. The: free constitution of these colonies makes them such
nurseries of freemen as cannot fail to alarm an arbitrary ministry. They only
wait a favourable opportunity.to abolish their charters, as they have done
 that of the Massachusetts-Bay. We know the principle the parliament have
-adopted and openly profess to act upon, that the¥ have a right to alter or
annihilate charters when they judge it convenient: And we may depend
* upon it, whenever they shall think it can be done without raising too great
commotions in the colonies, they will judge it convenient. Some may imagine
it was the destroying the tea induced the parliament to change the govern-
ment of .the Massachusetts-Bay, If it was, surely ’tis very extraordinary- to
punish a whole province and their posterity thro’ all ages, for the conduct of
a few individuals. How soon will a riot or some disorder of a few individuals,
afford them a pretext for the like treatment of all the other charter govern- "~
ments. I believe, however, it may be made very evident, that the destroying
.. thetea was not the reason for altering the government of the Massachusetts-
——_Bay; but that it was a fix'd plan long before, and they only waited a colour-
ablé pretext for carrying it into execution. It has been reported by gentle-
men of unquestionable veracity, that they had incontestible .evidence that
the two bills for altering the government of the Massachusetts-Bay: were
ordered by the council to-be drawn up by the crown lawyers more than two "
- years ago. Now if this be true (as it undoubtedly is) ’tis quite certain the
ministry were only waiting for some colourable pretext for carrying their .~
design into ‘execution. The charter governments -are by this. precedent re-

.
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—"duced ,niot “merely to the:greatest uncertainty of the continuance of ‘their
~+ chérters; but may be quite certain, if the present plan 'is prosecuted, they . -
' "'{vi‘ll be taken away, and these colonies reduced, . (if_nothing worse) to. the
- state of the royal governments; their governors, councils, judges, &¢. wiltbe———
appointed from Ene* ind, with high and extravagant salaries. T
There is great reason to fear the next step wiil be the-vacating all grant:
- and patents of land from the king; that all our landed property may, revert
.to his majesty; to'be regranted under such quit rents and services as thgse .
in power shall see fit to impose: Nor will this fear appear chimerical to dny . -
orie that duly considers what hath been already done, and what the plan is,’ /
which the ministry are doubtless pursuing. ‘Twould be weak policy indeed
. for an arbitrary ministry to push with all their horns at first. But certdinly
_ it doth not require very great sagacity to see thatstheir measures are tending
- to this. . . . Our fathers.when they ‘planted this wilderness, placed équal
confidence in the royal word pledged in their charters ; as in the patents by
which they held their land: and deemed the privileges granted in the former
-of as much worth; as the property granted by the latter. The principle aupon {
which the parliament proceeded in vacating the Massachusetts charter; will ———
equally warrant them, whenever they shall see fit, to vacate : all ourgrants
of lands, i. e., when they shall judge it expedient, or_for-the good gf the
nation. If the parliament should once take it into. théir wise heads, that it is
expedient, or for the general goad, that all lands in America should:revert -
to the crown, that they may be regranted all upon the same tenure,--{upon
‘large"quit-rents to defray the charges of government; what will hindef their o
- carrying it into execution? And indeed the Boston port act doth actually
afford us a precedent of the éxercise of this powei: all their wharvés and
.- water-lots round the whole of Boston bay, are really confiscated to the king -~ -
(as we have already shewn.) Now what is this but a vote-of parliament to”
take away our landed property. And- that power which hath been once gxér-
cised have we not all reason to fear willbe exercised again. , /
. * And have we not just grounds to fear that all this will not be the comple-
tion of their oppressive plan, if the ministry find themselves sdccessful in
their first attempts? By ‘the -Quebec-Act wve find the parliament claima
power to establish in America,’ the same arbitrary government that takes' °

place in France.---To take vaway trials by juries:---to set aside ggeneral- /
* assemblies:---to vest the king with a power to appoint legislative councils L
.+ &c. Now this act not only.respects the French inhabitants (who having been R
. long used to slavish. subjection, and not knowing the benefit of anyi6ther >

i form of government, are possibly well eno’ pleased with it, especially s the —
pill is gilded over with a full establishment of that religion, of whichi tliey '
are such bigotted professprs;) but it respects thousands of English, whothave
settled there: since the conquest, and all such as-may settle any where
within that vast extended province in future timg. By the same right they
‘could establish this form of government over the Lnglish in Canadaj they . '
may do it in.the other provinces. In the province of the Massachusetts-Bay, < * -
the important .privilege of being tried by a jury, is. gredtly . lessened by '
setting aside the equitable and impartial method by ‘hich juries were. wont ,

, to be panél’d. Viewing the things that have taken place, is it without fourida=""
tion that I express my: fears, that the British ministry will e’er long find our

general assemblies troublesome. things?-:-a hindrance to .government and - - - . /
= A\\.\‘\ . , . ' e e - . -
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" the liige,- and so set them aside, under. a notion ‘of their being inexpedient,
. and lodge the whole legislative power in a council appointed by the king.

This is the very thing that took place in Sir Edmond [Andros’s] time. The

whole. legislative power was lodged.in him and his council. And since the -

previous steps are so. like what.took place then, why may we not expect the -

consequent ones will be so too? And very likely the ministry may find juries = «
ally a bar to“the government they mean to.establish: and so may per- .

suade the pa aent, on the footing-of expediency to abolish them likewise.
And when our civil rig rivileges shall have thus fallen a sacrifice

to tyranny and oppression, our religious liberties cannot long survive: for -

where hath-it ever been known that. civil and /ECCW and - .
despotigitr-have not yet gone hand in harid together. The latter is 56 eces-\

.. sary to'ﬁphold and-support the former, that-drbitrary princes or ministers of . -
. ) e . - . — ' . LY
state have ever found their interest in-tHe encouragement of it. And should

America @_W&em struggle for €vil liberty, we have
no-reasoni to' expect but ecclesiastical-tyranny, in’'some shape or other,

will like a mighty torrent overspread our land:-~Those princes. on'the British

throne sinée the reformation, who have beén most di§posed-to. trample upon

- the rights of the people, and to rule in an arbitrary and despotic manner; - . -
. have ever caressed the-papists and shewn a favourable, disposition towards
the bloody religion of Rome, as that religion is the surest prop to tyranny - _

~ and despotism. This is evident during the reigns of all the several kings of .

. the house of Stewart. Papists shared in the royal favour and were sheltered

under royal protection. Continual attempts were made to bring the church’

of England to a greater conformity to the despgtic’/(:hurch of Rome;—till™

ames 2d. more adventurous than his predecessgfs:boldly-attempts to subvert
a prea 50! Yy Pt

" general .assemblies troublesome things?_ "4 hindrance to government and

‘to carry.their designs into execution. For'ecclesiastical government must’be
‘conformed 'to the civil,’and nothing short of this would be in any meastire,

and popery: which so alarmed the nation ‘that they dethroned the tyrant;

' and placed a confirmed protestant on the British throne. Some late transac-
tions shew a very favourable disposition in the prescfit ministty and _parlia- ¢ P

. clothed (which indeed were no obscure resemblance of the church of Rdme) - © -

"

ment towards the religion of Rome; how far they may attempt to introducg’ "~

into the English nation both in Britain and the colonies, God only knows".\\\

But thus much we may safely guess, without much danger of erring, thatito
introduce episcopacy with all: those formidable powers with which it ivas

before the acts of parliament restraining and regulating prelative powér and

" “ecclesiastical courts, passed in consequence of the revolution, will be a

darling object with’ the present ministry, if they see a prospect of béing able

suited”to the genius of that civil pglicy they are evidently-aiming to estab-

v lish in the colonies. And tho’ such an establishment might not introdiice

fire and faggots; yet depositions of the clergy, fines, imprisonment, di§fran- .

. chisements, confiscations, &c.. with various corporal penalties, §ou may,

depend upon it, will be its dire attendants. .- . ;

All these things, I make no doubt, will take place _one a{texj.:?another, a&.’ﬁ":‘”_
fast as the ministry can bring their measures to bear; unléss something occur ™| .

in God’s proyidence' to hinder them. o : A

. View now the situation of America: loaded with ‘taxes from the British

parliament, as heavy as she can possibly support under,---our lands charged
= 51
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. with the most exorbxtant quxt-rents,—-—these taxes collected by forexgners,
steeled against any lmpressxons from our groans or complaints, with all the
rapaciousness of Roman publicans---our charters taken away---our assem- .
biies annihilated ---governors and-councils, appointed by royal authorlty
without any concurrence of the people, enacting such laws as their sovereign -

. pleasure shall dxctate--]udgcs appointed from the same source, without any -
check from juries carrying their arbitrary laws into execution.--the lives
and property of Americans entirely at the dlsposal of officers more than
‘three thousand miles reméved from any power to controul ‘them---armies of
soldiers quartered among the inhabitants, who know the horrid purpose for
which. they are stationed, in the colonies,---to subjugate and bear down the
mhabltants---who know what a chance they stand for impunity, tho’ they
commit the greatest excesses. These will be ready, not only to execute every

" arbitrary mandate of their despotic masters; but self-moved (if like others of
their profession) to commit every outrage upon the defenceless inHabitants.
---Robberies, rapes, murders, &c. will be ‘but the wanton sport of such
wretches w1thout restraint let loose upon us.---These. will be at hand by
force and arms to quell every rising murmut, to crush every rising- groan or
.complaint e’er it be uttered. And whenever the-iron hand of oppression shall

T—lexcite opposition or raise insurrections among the people: (which will ever
" be- the~case_under arbitrary and despoti¢ government, till long use has
rendered their necks-callous ‘and- insensible to the galling yoke) Blood-

.. thirsty soldiers will be’ let 1 Ioose~upon_them. Those who survive their mur-

- dering hands and have the misfortune t0\bc\ta\kcn captive by them, will
soon bé dragged, by the sentence of more merciless ss_judges,_to the place of

execution.---Nothing shall then be heard of- but executions, forfeitures s_of

* estates, families reduccd 1o beggery, orphans crying for bread, and such like ™
scenes of distress. The spirits of the people soon grow depress’d---Industry
and public spirit 'die away----Learning, Virtue and’Religion are soon ex-
tinguished.---No comfort or happiness to be enjoyed in social life, every one
will be jealous and.- distrustful of his nearest friends and ncxghbours To
such a dreadful state as this, my.countrymen, the present.measures seem to
be swiftly advancing. What free-born Englishman can view sueh a state of

~ _ abject slavery as this, tho’ at the greatest dxstancc without having his blood
_boil with indignation?
Some perhaps may be ready to thmk the issue of these measures cannot

" be so bad as has been described. No wonder men used to freedom cannot

" at once realize all-the horrors of slavery. But this is no worse a state, than -
what now actually takes placein a great part of the world: and why will not *

. .. the same government produce the same eff ects in America? .

} /Othcrﬁ may think the British ministry cannot have so bad a scheme as

(N

*:»\\:EhIS in view, that officers appointed by the crown (annot be so crucl and -
in view at prcsent probably these ofﬁccrs would not at first be so cruel and
barbarous, but there is no: -telling what men will soon become when entrusted
with arbltrary power: such power will more surely intoxicate men than the

.strongest spirits: the best of men cannot be safely trusted with it. Many
men ajniable in private life have become monstéfs of cruelty when entrusted

* with arbitrary power: such were-many of the Roman emperors. Should

—
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governors and councils appointed by the crown be entrusted with legislative = -
power over the colonies, and be supported by armies of soldiers quartered o
among the, peaple, I sce’ not what (according to the ordinary course of*
. things) would keep them from even greater excesses than I have mentioned.
Or should the colonies refuse to receive the chains prepared for them, and
the present measures issue in a hostile rupture between Great Britain.and
_ - the colonies, which God forbid, and which I wish the ministry may not have
* in view to promote, see what precautions they have early taken either to
" Tuin us, or force us to subjection. To the Canadians who have been long
Jinured to arbitrary government, and so are become fit tools for ins_lavlir')g
“others, they have granted an establishment of their religion, the restoration
of their former laws, &c. to attach them to their interest:---have continued
.Canada a military government that they may have store of forces at'hand;
‘that they may let loose these with all the force of Canada and all the
northern tribes of Indians upon our exposed and helpless frontiers. What
else can they have in view in tryingiso much to gratify the French inhabi- -
tants of that province? - o . -
» - Now if the British parliament and ministry continue resolved to prosecute
the measures they *have entered upon, it scems we must either submit to
'Fuch a dreadful state of slavery as hath been shewn will be the probable -
Issue of their measures, or must'by' force and arms stand up in defence of
our liberties. The thoughts of either of which is enough to make our blood
JTecoil with horror. Can‘any person stirvey the everts that have taken place, =~
' and yet remain so stupid as not to be shocked at the dreadful prospect before’
Yo 1us? Is there a wretch so unfeeling, as not to feel grieved and affected at the
/\ injured and violated liberties of America? Is there that tool of arbitrary ™~
\'power among the free-born sons of America; that will dare hold up his head ‘
-in, defence 'of such measures as these? If there be any such, I am sure I
" /cannot find it in my heart to wish them worse, than to feel the iron rod of
slavery, that is now. shook over America, till they are brought to a sounder .
thind. i g .
Having thus given a brief account of the late acts of the British parlia-
ment respecting the colonies;---of the grievances the colonies labour under.
ctherefrom, and of what the probable consequences of these measures will
‘be. I'will-very briefly touch upon the last thing proposed viz. what can be
:done by us in such an alarming crisis.---Some perhaps may think me already
too bold in speaking thus frecly of the acts of the most respectable legisla- -
-ture in the British empire. But the more I considerthe shocking tendency
- of them, the more difficult I find it to restrain myself within the bounds of =~ - ___
.decency.---I am sure however there is nothing treasonable in feeling oppres-
sion when oppressed---nor in groaning under’the anguish of it--- as yet 1
have done little morc than express this.---Surely it cannot be treason to feel -
* our burdens and weep and mourn and pray on account of .them, To pray to .
‘God for redress is certainly innocent, and happ¥'it is we have heaven to go
to, tho’ our prayers should be denied on earth. God hath once and again in.
- answer to prayer wrought eminent deliverance for the oppressed. Remember
~how he delivered the Jews from Haman’s cursed. devices. Oft hath he de-
Jlivered his people of old;---oft the people of New-England;---this affords
great encouragement to be fervent in’ our supplications to the throne of
. : } . 4 : :
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grace. Thhe king’s heart is'in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he

turneth|it whithersocver he will. But little will prayer avail us without

unfeigned repentance and humiliation before God under the heavy frowns

of his righteous providence. We have more reason to be afraid of the

B

vice and wickedness that abounds among us, than of all the arms of Britain.

‘These give us reason to fear lést we have not virtue enough to make use of

_the properest means of redress, and lest heaven should fight against us.

| Were a igeneral reformation to take place I make no ‘doubt heaven would

vloudly dalls upon'us to examine what sins in particular: have ‘provoked
heaven thus to come.out in judgment against us; and/'pcrh_aps there cannot
bé a better rule of determining than to enquire what sins these calamities
are prol)lei'ly retributive of, and by this rule will not the enslaving the ‘poor

Are not the colonies guilty of forcibly depriving them of their natural rights?
Will not the arguments-‘we use in defence of our own liberties against the
claims of the British’ parliament, equally conclide in their favour? And is it
not easy to ‘sce there is ‘something retributive in the present judgments of
heaven? We kéep our fellow men. in slavery---heaven is suffering others to
enslave us. Again I must mention worldliness, covetousness, selfishness, dis-
honesty, disobedience to constitutional duthority, and many other, vices as
contained in the dismal train, and for which we need to repent and humble
ourselves before God . . . , ’ o
But if ever we ‘'would hope for redress from the grievances we labour
under; ’tis not-only necessary that we repent, reform and pray; but that we
unitedly prosecute the most firm and prudent measures for the attainment

of it."A very little attention must convince every one of the necessity of our

being united. If the colonies are divided or the people in the several colonies
. are very considerably divided, we are undone. Nothing but the united éfforts
-." of America can save us: and if urited they must have that weight, which
gives me the most sangnine hopes of success. It should then be the concern

of every one to labou: " 17 i~ his influence extends, to promote this neces-

sary upion. The detert i, o the.congress of delegates from the several

colonies may be_decmed the gencral voice of America. A concurrence with

these ws\zé‘sho‘uld every ong labour to .promote, If in every particular we

should n

- should ma}tQ us cautious how we let it be known. The Congress we hedr have
come into a conclusion that we import no British. goods. This is a measure

for redress; of which we may very safely and easily make trial, We can with .-

a little'self-denial do without the superfluitics we receive from Britain. This
will doubtless be distressing to the Mother Country and may convince them
of the necessity of continuing to us’our dear bought rights and privileges.
No friend of his country can hesitate a moment in such a cause to deny

himself the superfluities of Britain. And should the Congress agree also upon .

non-exportation; and extend both ‘this and the other, not only to Great-
Britain but to Ireland and the West:Indies; a general compliance with which,

-will most: certainly, according to'_:;‘h@z ordinary course of things, ensure as".’

+. redress, an_d of which necessity most';géx"tainly will be a sufficient justifitation’:
Should this I say be agreed:upon by the Congress; none I hope will be so

54 B ,.. \

_find a way for our relief. The present alarming situation of things therefore '

Africans|in the colonies stand forth in the front of .the dreadful catalogue?’

t be entirely suited; yet the dreadful consequences of disunion’



. inimical to his country, as'to attempt‘to break the general union by refusing
to comply therewith. But should therc be any such; it becomes every one,
that hath any regard to the liberties of his country, to treat with deserved
neglect-and abhorrence the wretch, that thus meanly seeks his own emoulu-
ment upon the ruins of his country’s liberties:—T¢ break off all trade.and

dealings with such selfish miscreants; and make them sensible, that without , .

© . injuring their lives or property, ‘their injured country can make them feel
. the: weight of her vengeance, and rue the day they ever suffered a selfish
e spirit to banish all love to their country from their breasts. Here is a sphere
-1 in which every one can contribute something to save his sinking country -
from ruin. Suffer me theén to intreat you (of the western parts of the colony
of Connecticut) in some proper way to shew your hearty concurrence with
. other parts of the continent in the cause ‘of American libesty; and your
_resolution to concur with; an endeavour to carry into execution the conclu-
sions of the American Congress; and-to open your hearts to commiserate,
and contribute to the relief of the suffering poor of the town of Boston.
What /hath been said, I trust makes it sufficiently appear, that they are
suffering in the common cause of American liberty. Allowing the conduct of
those individuals who destroyed the tea as criminal as any are disposed to -
make it, yet the punishment is.beyond all bounds disproportionate to the
crime:—the innocent ‘are ‘involved with the guilty: —the requirements of
the act are such, that it can never be known whether complied with or not:— -

/

‘The act is as compleat an'instrumeqﬂ:pf tyranny as ever wa: formed.—If
the requirements of the act should be complied with; yet all their estates
lgrin'g in wharves, water-lots, &c: will still lic at the king’s mercy. So that
jthe act cannot be complied with without giving up the struggle for liberty.
The design in bearing thus hard upon one colony is evidently to divide the
colonies; and thus to'bring them one after another to-submit to the arbitrary
claims of parliament. All their means of subsistence depended on their trade
which by this act is wholly taken away. So that without assistance from the
“other colonies, they must inevitably yield, unless so-very patriotic, as to be
willing to starve. to death. Our turn may soon come when we may want the
like kind assistance from our brethren. Only apply the golden rule of “doing
to. others as we would that théy should do unto us,” and surely we cannot
hesitate to contribute to their relief.”. . . T wish-the importance of contribut-.
- ing to the relief of Boston might be duly attended to, and that some measures

might be come into in all our towns for trying the’generosity of people for
" this purpose. I am sure they that have a sense of the worth of liberty and' the
importance of making a firm yet decent and harmless oppositionto these
oppreéssive measures; which are é‘i’ff?ulaped_ to rivit the chains of slavery both
upon us and our postcrity, canndt hesitate a moment to contribute something
generous for the relief of that suffering eople. May Americans be united in
- a just sense of the worth of their civil rights"and privileges, and 'in every

laudable and righteous method for obtaini redress; and God grant their
struggles in so gquious a cause may berk% owned with "happy success.

A
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.- 2. The Rejection of Parliamentary ‘Authority: James Wilson, Considera-

 tions on theAuthority of Parliament (August 17, 1774) .

The coercive acts also goaded Americans- into a reconsideration of their

constitutional position. For ten years, they had ‘been a_dhu'tti’_ng-thé right of

Parliament to legislite, but not to tax, the colonies, With' the Coercive.
~ dets, however, Parliament indicated that it could strike™at American liberty”

- and property just as directly through the powrr to legislate ' as, though

" the power to tax, and the Americaps now denied that Parliam(\nt had-any
authority over the colonies whatever. The most famous and most systematic
“expression of this view came from James Wilson (1742-1798), a Scotsh-
Irish lawyer -who had migrated to the colonies in 1765, served as tutor at
The College of Philadelphia, studied law with John Dickinson, and was in
1774 a practicing atiorney at Garlisle, Pennsylvania. In kis Considerations orr -
the Authority of Parliament, first written in 1768 but not published until -
the summer of 1774 after he had made appropriate revisions, Wilson stated
“categorically that the colonies were “not bound by the acts of the British .
Pagiament.” Taking pains to refute éll of the-arguments advanced by British
writers to prove the'supremacy of Parliaginent over the colonies, Wilson con- .

* tended that according to the constitution ‘all legislation was inextricably ..,
dependent upon representation: that because Americans were not - repre-

* sented in Parliament they were not bound by its laws, and that. “the only.
dependency, which they ought to acknowledge, is a dependency on the -
crown.” The céntral portions of this pamphlet are reprinied here from James

. DeWitt Andrews, ed., The Works of James Wilson (1896), 11, 522-529, 531-

542, . . e L S

L x N * O * T . * e
. But from what source does this mighty, this uncontrolled authority of the
"house of commons flow? From the collective body of the commons of Great
Britain. This authority must, therefore, originally reside in them: for what-
ever they convey to their represcntatives, must ultimately be in themselves.

¢ And have those,. whom we have hitherto. been accustomed to consider as
our felow-subjects, an absolute and unlimited power over us? Have they

"a natural right to make laivs, by which we may be deprived of our proper-
ties, of our liberties, of our lives? By what title do they claim to be our
masters? What act. of ours has rendered us subject to those, to whom we
were formerly equal? Is British ffee_:domA denominated from the sotl, or from
the people of Britain? ¥ from the latter, do they lose it by quitting the soil?
Do those, who embark,’ frecmen, in Great Britain, disembark, slaves, in

. America? Are those, who fled from the oppression of regal and ministerial.

* _ tyranny, now reduced to a state of vassalage to those, who, then, equally
felt the same oppression? Whence proceeds this fatal change? Is .this: the
return made us’for leaving our friends and our country—for braving the
danger of the deep—for planting a wilderness, inhabited only by savage men
and savage beasts—for extending the dominions of the British crown—for

. increasing the trade of the British merchants—for augmenting the rents of .

.'the British landlords—for heightening the wages of the British artificers?

: Britons should blush to make such z claim:" Americans would blush to

v ownit, . ' o ' L > o

-
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. It?g‘\;ot; hov;/.ever, the'< ignominy only, b&‘g..the danger also, with which .

we are threatened, that affects us, The many and careful provisions which

are made by the British constitution, that the électors of members of parlia-

ment. may be prevented from choosing Tepresentatives, who would betray-

tHem; and that the representatives may be prevented ‘from betraying their

constitutents with impunity, sufficiently evince, that such precautions have.

been deemed absolutely necessary for securing and' maintaining the system

of British liberty, . ST T L
How would the commons of Great Britain startle at a. proposal, to de-

prive them of their share in the legislature; by rendering the house. of com-

mons independent of them! With What indignation would. they hear it?.

- What resentment would.they feel and" discover against the-authors of it! Yet
.the comnmons of Great Britain would- suffer less inconvenience from the - -
‘execution of such a proposal, than.: e-rA-;fr;gri,q%ns will suffer from the

extension of the legislative authiofity of parlidment over them.
. The members of par iam)t(dxeir families, their friends, their posterity
must be subject, as well-3s

such measures as must promote.the latter. But is this the. cﬁ;g,';.wi,th. respect

to America? Are the legislators of Great Britain subject to the laws which

are made for the colonies?_Is their interest ‘the same with ’tba),the col-
ories? If we consider it in a large and comprehensive-view;We shall discern

in that view; and of those who do, few' will be'influenced by the considera-

tion. Mankind are usually more affectéd with a near though inferior interest, ~

than with one: that is superior but.placed at a greater distance. As the con-

. duct is regulated by the passions, it.is not to be wondered-at, if they secure
. the former, by measures which will forfeit the latter. Nay, the latter will
frequently be regarded in the same manner as if it were prejudicial to them.

It is with regret that I producesome late regulations of parliafnent as proofs
of what I have advanced. We have“experienced what an easy matter it is for
a.minister with an ordinary share of art, to persuade_the parliament and

“"the people,-that taxes laid on ‘the colonies will -ease the burthens of the
mother country; which, if the matter is consideredjn a. proper light, is, in

. ‘ others, to. the laws. Their interest, and that of.
their families, friends, and posterity, cannot be different from the interest’
- of the rest of the nation. A regard to-the“former will, therefore, direct.to

fact, to persuade them, that fhe stream of national siches will be increased -~

by closing up the fountain, frdin'\)vhiéh they flow. . 2
As’the Americans cannot avail themselves of that check, which interest’

puts upon the- members of parliament, and which would operate in favor

" of the commons of Great Britain, thoughi they possessed. no power over the .’
- e ~ M . . ¢ . .
legislature; so the love of reputation, which is a. powerful incitement to the

legislators to promote the welfare, and obtain the ‘approbation, of those

. among whom they live, and whose praises or censures will reach and affect

them, may have a contrary operation with regard to the colonies. It may
become popular-and reputable at homie to oppress us. A candidate may’
‘recommend himself at his election by recounting the many successful in-

~

stances, in which he has sacrificed the interests ‘of Amierica to those of

Great Britain. A member of the housé of commons may plume himself upon

his ingenuity in inventing schemes to serve the mother country at the

57
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it to be ' undoubtedly the same; but few will take the trouble to consider it .. .
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expense of the*f:olom&s and may boast of thelr unpotent resentmcnt aga.mst
him o that Account. P :
Lel: us pause here a l}'tflc ——Does nelther the love of gain, the love of .
pra.lsc, ndr the-love of Honor influence the| members of the British parha-
/merit it favor of the Americans? On what principles, then—on what.motives
of agtion, cdah we depend for the security ol: our liberties, of our properties,
ofxeverythmg dear to us in life, of life 1tself"‘ Shall we depend on their
" ¥eneration for the dictates of natural Jusnce? A very little share of experi-
¢ ence in the world—a very little degree of knowledge in the history of men
“ 3 will sufficiently convmce\us, that a regard ’to justice’is by no means the -
5 ruling principle in human xature. He would discover himself to be a very -
“'sorry- statesman, who would erect a’system”.of jurisprudence upon that
" slender foundation, “H. would make,” as my, Lord Bacon says, “imaginary
‘laws for imaginary copfmonwealths; and his discourses, like the stars, would
‘give little hght becayse they are so hngh »
‘But this is not the worst that can justly be said concermng the sxtuatlon p
- of the coloriies, if - they are bound by the acts of the Brmsh legislature. So "
fa.r~ are those .Powerful .springs of aciion, which we have mentioned, from
) Antercstmg the members of that legislature in' our favor, that, as has been
o aIrpag}y observed, we. have the greatest ‘reason to dread their operation
agaifist™uy. While the happy commons of Great Britain congratulate them-
" selves'upon the liberty which they enjoy, and upon the provisions—infallible,
~ asfaras theg can be rendered so by human/WISdom——whlch are made for
- pcrpetuatmg it to their latest postcrlty, the unhappy Americans have reason
./.to bewail the dangerous. situation to which they are reduced; and to look
. forward, with dismal’apprehension, to those future scenes of woe, which, in’
all probability, will open upon their destendants. :
What has been already advanced will suffice to show, that it is repugnant
“to thc essential maxims of Junsprudenge, to the ultimate end of all govern-,
ments' to the genius of the British-constitution, and to the liberty and
happmess of the colonies, that they should be bound by the lcglslatwe au-
thority of the parhamcnt of Great- Britain. Such a doctrine  is not less
- & 'replgnant to the voice.of her laws. In order to evince this, I shall appeal to.
- some ‘authorities from the books of the law, which show expressly, or by a
- necessary implication; that the colories are not bound by the acts of the
.. British parliament; because they have ro-share in the- British legislature.
The fisst-case I shall mention was ad_]ﬁdged ih the second vear of Richard .
“‘the Third. Tt was a ‘solemn determination of all the judges of England, met
dn the exchequer. chamber, to consider whether. the people in Ircland were .
‘bound by an-act of parliament made/in. England “They resolved, “that they .
werg not, as to such things as were done in Ireland; but that what —,they did
) out of Ireland must be conformable: to the laws of England, because they
\ \wre the subjects-of England. Ireland,” said they, “has a parliament, who'
P make ]a\xs' and our statutes do/not bind them; because they do not sénd
kmglxt: to parliament; but their persons are. sub_]ects of the king, in the
~ //'sathe manner as the mhabltirL of Calais, Ga.scourne, and Guienne.”
/ ¢/ "From thls authornty it follotvs, “tiat it is by no means a rule, that the au-
thority of parliament e\tendé to all the subjects of tJhe crown. The inhabi- -
tants. of Ireland were the S/]chCtS of thes kmg as of his crown of England
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.~ but it is expressly resolved, in the most solemn manner, thadt-the inhabitants

“of Ireland are not bound by the statutes of England. Allegiance to'the king

and obedience to the parliament are founded on very different principles.

.. :The former is founded on protection; the latter, oh representation. An in-

= ° " attention to this djfferénce has produced, I ‘apprehend,. much uncertainty

and confusion in our ideas concerning the connection, which ought to sub-
sist between Great Britain and t/h_inrﬁéricar'i colonies.

The last observation which ¥shall make on this case is, that if the inhabi-
tants of Ireland are-fiot boind by acts of parliament mzde in England,
a fortiori, the’inhabitants of the®American colonies are not bound by
. them.".~: .~ . . . ~ o :
T The American colonies are not bound by the acts of the British parlia-
* ment, because they are not represented in it. But what.rcason can be as-
; signed why they should be hound by those acts, in which 'they are specially

named? Does naming them give those, who do them that honor, a right to -

tule over them? Is this the source of the supreme, the absolute, the irresisti-
ble, the uncontrolled authority of parliament?> These ‘positions are too
absurd to be alleged; and a thousand judicial determinatipfis in their favor
- would never induce one man of sense to subscribe his assént to them. L
- The obligatory force of the British statutes’ upon the colonies, when
named in them, must be accounted for, by the advocatés of that power, upon

_some other principle. In my Lord Coke’s Reports, itis 'said, “that albeit

Ireland be a distinct dominion, yet, the title thereof being by conquest, the

same, by judgment of law, may be, by express words; bound by the parlia-

ments of England.” In this instance, the obligatory authority of the parlia-
ment is plainly referred to a title by conquest, as-its foundation and original.

-+ . It is foreign to,my purpose to inquire into the rezisonable)_ness of founding

the authority of the British parliament over Ireland, upon ‘the title of con-

quest, though I believe it weuld be somewhat difficult to. deduce it satis-
factorily in this:manner. It will be sufficient for me to show, that it is

unreasonable, and injurious to the: colonies, to extend that titlé to them. .

How came the colonists to be a conquered people? By whom was the con-

‘quest over them obtained? By the house of commoris? By the constituents = = :

. _of that house? If the idea of conquest must be taken into consideration .
= .-"when we examine-intg’the title by which America is held, that idea, so far
' as it can operate, will'operate in favor of the colonists, and not against them.
Permitted and ‘commissioned by-the crown,, they undertook, at their own
expense, expeditions to this distant country, took possession of it, planted
it, and cultivated it. Secure under the protection of their king, they grew and
multiplied, and diffused British freedom and British spirit, wherever they .

» —came. Happy in the enjoyment of liberty, and in reaping the fruits of their - .

toils; but still more happy in the joyful prospect of transmitting théir liberty
"apd their fortunes to the latest posterity, then inculcated to their children
~ - the warmest sentiments of loyalty to their sovereign, under whose auspices
" they enjoyed so many blessings, and of affection and esteem for the inhabi- |
~ tants of -the mother country, with whom they gloried in being intimately
. connected.. Lessons of loyalty to parliament, indeed, they never gave: they
. -never suspected that such unheard-of loyalty would be required. They never
.. - suspected that their descendants would be considered and treated as a con-
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a
" quered people; and therefore they never. taught them the submission and
abject behavior suitgd to that character, o o :
"+ Iamsufficiently'aware of an objection, that will be made to what I have
said concerning the legislative authority of the Britishi parliament. It will be
alleged, that I throw off all dependence on Great Britain. This|objection will
- be held forth, in its most specious colors, by those, who, from servility of -
soul, or from’ mercenary considerations, would meanly bow their necks to
every cxertion of arbitrary power: it. may likewisc alarm some, who entertain
. the most favorable opinion of the connection between Great Britiin and het
colonics; but-who are not sufficiently acquainted with the nature of that
connection, which is so dear to them. Those of the first class, I hope, are
few; I am 'sure they-are contemptible, and deserve to have very little regard |
_paid to them: but for the sake of those bf the second class, who may ,be
" “more numerous, and whose laudable principles atene for their mistakes, I
shall take some pains to obviate the objection, and to show that a denial
. of the legislative authority of the British parliament over America is by no
.means inconsistent with that connection, which ought to subsist between the
mother country and her colonies, and which, at the first settlement of those
colonies, it was intended to maintain between them; but that, on the con-
trary, that connection would be entirely destroyed by the extension of the
power of parliament over the American plantations, o
Let us examine what is'meant by a'dependence on Great Britain: . for it is
always of importance clearly to define the terms that we use, Blackstone,
who, speaking of the colonies, tells us, that “they are n& part of the ‘mother
- country, but distinct (though dependent) dominions,” explains dependence
ini this-manner. ‘Dependence is very little else, but an -obligation to con-
form to the will or law of that superior. person or state, upon which the in-
- ferior depends. The original aric true ground of this superiority, in the case
~of Ireland, is what we usually call, though somewhat iniproperly, the right -
~ of consequent; a right allowed by the law of nations. if not by that of nature;
but which, in reason and civil policy, can mean nothing more, than that, in
order to put an end to hostilities, a compact is cither expressly-or tacitly
made between the conqueror and the conquered, that if they will acknowl-
cdge the victor for their miaster, he will treat them for the future as subjects,
and not as enemies.” ) ' - S ‘ 4
Thé original and true ground of the superiority of Great Britain over the
‘Amnerican- colonies is not shown in any book of the: law. unless, as I have
., aiready observed,, it :be derived from the right of ‘conquest. But I have
. proved, and-1 hope satisfactorily, that this right is altogether inapplicable to
the colonists. The original-of the si.xpcrio;‘ity of GireatBritain over the col-
onies is, then, unaccounted for; and when we consider the ingenuity and
‘pains which: have lately been einployed at home on this subject, we may
justly conclude, that the only reason why it is not accounted for, is, that it
cannot be accounted for. The superiority of Great Britain over the colonjes -
ought, therefore, to be rejected; and the dependence of the colonies upon
her, if it.is to be construed into “an obligation to conform to the will or law
" of the superior state,” ought, in this sense, to be rejected also. .
My sentiments concerning this Jmatter are not- singular. They coincide
with the declarations and remonstrances of the colonies against the statutes
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imposing taxes on them. It was their unanmmous opinion, that the parliament

have no right to exact obedience-to- those statutes ; and, consequently, that"

- the colonies are under no obligation to-obey-them. The dependence of the

colonies-on Great Britain was denied, in those instances; but a denial of it
in those instances is, in eflect, a denial.g_it_in,all.other instances. For, if _
dependence is an obligation to conform to the will orlaw of the superior

state, any exceptions to that obligation ‘must destroy the dependence. If,
therefore, by a dependence of the ‘colonies on Great Britain, it is meant,

_that they are obliged to obey the laws:of Great Britain, reason, as welbas the
~ unanimous voice of the Americans, teaches us to disown it. Such a depend-

cnce. was.never thought of by those who left Britain, in order to settle in

America; nor by their sovereigns, who gave them commissions for that pur-

" pose. Such an obligation has no correspondent right: for the commons of
Great Britain have no_dominion over their equals and fellow-subjects in .
" America; they can confer no right to, their delegates to bind those equals
.and fellow-subjects by laws. : : :

There is another, and a much more redsonable meaning, which may. be

-.intended by the dependence of the colonies on Great Britain. The phrase

may be used to denote the obedience and, loyalty, which the colonists owe
to the kings of Great Britain. If it should be alleged, that this cannot be the

meaning of the expression, because it is applied to the kingdom, and not to

-the king, I give the same answer that my Lord Bacon gave to those who

said that allégiance related to the kingdom and not to the king; because in_

~the statutes there are these words—*born within the allegiance of England”

—and again—"born without the allegiance of England.” “There is no trope

 of spéech more familiar,” says he, “than.to use the place of addition for ‘the
person. So"we say commonly, the line of York, or tlie line of Lancaster, for - "

the lines of thé duke of, York, or_the duke of Lancaster. So we say the -
possessions of Somersét-or: Warwick, intending the possessions of the dukes _
of Somerset, or earls of Warivick. And in the very same manner, the statute
speaks, allegiance of England, for allegignce of the king of England.” -
Dependence on the mother country seéms to have been understood in this
sense, both by the first plinters of the colonics, and also by’the most eminent
lawyers, at that time, in England. . ' ' o
Those who launched into the unknown deep, in quest of new countries and
habitations, still considered themselves as subjects of the English monarchs,
and behaved suitably to that character: but it nowhere appears, that they
still considered.themselves as represented ‘in an English parliament, or that .

. they thought the authority of the English parliament .extended over them.

They took possession of the country in the king’s name: they treated, or
made war with the Indians by his authority: they held the lands under his
grants, and paid him the rents rescrved upon theim: they established govern-
ments under the sanction of his prerogative, or by virtue of his chzi_r't'czs:—__—no
application for those purposes was made to the parliament: no ratification of

the charters or letters patent wa§ solicited from that assembly, a§ is usual

in England with regard to grants and franchises of much less importance.
My Lord Bacon’s sentiments on this subject ought to have great, weight
with us. His immense genius, his universal learning, his deep insight into

" the laws and constitution of England, are well knoivn and much admired.
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.- Besides, he lived at that time when scttling’ and improving the American
. plantations began serjously to be attended to, and successfu ly to be carried

into execution. Plans for.the government and regulation of the colonies were: .

then forming:. and it is only from the first general idea of fhese plahs, that
we can unfold, with precision and accuracy, all the more min{ite and intricate

parts of which they fow consist. “The settlement of colpnies,” says he, .

“must proceed from the option of those who will settle them, else it sounds
like an exile: they must be raised by the leaye, and not by the command of
- the king. At their setting out, they must have theit commission, or letters

patent, from the king, that so they'may acknowledge their de endency upon ..

the crown of England, and under his protection.” In aniother place he says
- “that they still must be subjects:of the realm.” “In order to rl,;gulate all the
inconveniences, which will insensibly grow upon them,” he proposes, “that

the king should erect a subordinate council in England.  whose care and -

charge.shall be, to. advise, and put in execution, all things which shall be

found fit for the ood of ‘those new plantations; who, upon all occasions,

shall give an account of their procecdings, to the king or the council board
and from them geceive such directions, as may best agree with, the govern-
ment of that place.” It is evident, from these quotations, that my Lord
" Bacon had no conception that the parliament would or ought to interpose,

. in"which he says the colonists must still continue, is that of subjects: the

+x only\dependency, which they ought to acknowledge, is a dependency ou the
.- crown. ] : : o

‘ This is a dependence, which they have acknowledged hitherto; which

they acknowledge now; and: which, if it is reasonable to judge of the future’

by the past and the present, they will continue to acknowledge hereafter. It
is not a dependence, like that contended for on parliament, ‘slavish and
unacéountable, or accoupted for only by principles-that are false and ‘in-

. applicable: it is a deperdence founded upon the principles of .'_r~ez_1§lc_>n, of

.~ - liberty and of law, Let us investigate its sources. s

' \ The colonists ought to be dependent. on the king, because t ey ha‘ve

‘ \<! is‘founded on the protection derived from government: for protection and

hitherto enjoyed, and still continue:to enjoy, his protecticn. Allegiance is the

llegiance are the reciprocal borids, which: connect ‘the prince and his sub-

is entitled to"all the advantages arising from it. He therefore owes obedience
to that royal power, from which the protection, which he enjoys, is derived.

* ~-:-But while he continues in infancy and nonage, he cannot perform the duties
which™his-allegiance requires. The performance of them must be respited .
till he ‘arrive at. the ‘years of discretion and maturity. When he arrives at* -

those years, he owes obedience, not only for the protection which he now

" . enjoys, but also for.that which from his birth, Le has enjoyed; and to which
his terider”age hasjhitherto prevented him from making a suitable return.
Allegiance. now becomes-a duty founded upon principles of gratitude, as

. “well as'on principles of interest: ‘it becomes a debt, which nothing but the
- loyalty of ‘a whole life will discharge. As neither climate,” nor soil, nor time
entitle a person to the benefits of ‘a.subject; so an alteration of cli}nate,' of

. either in the settlement or the government of the-colonies. The only relation, -

faith and obedience, which every subject owes to.his prince. This cbedience,

jects. Every subject, so soon as he is born, is under the royal. protsction, and -

'
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soil, or of time cannot release him from the duties of onhe. An Englishnran,
. who removes to foreign countrics, however distant from England, owes the:
Tee....5ame allegiance to.his king there which he owed him at home; and will.--~"
' owe it twerity-years-hence.as_much as. he owes it now. Whérever he s, he
- is 'still liable to the .punishment Eﬁ—nm‘d“fby“laiwto%nimes_aga@h/is/
allegiance; and still entitled to the advantages promised by law to the duties . .- .
of it: it is not cancelled; and it is not forfeited. “Hence all children’born in .
.any part of the world, if they be of English parents-continuing at that time
. as liege subjects to the king, and having done no-ct.to forfeit the benefit of
' - theinallegiance; are ipso fa¢to naturalized: and'if they have issue, and their
L descendants intermarry among themselves, such descendants are naturalized = -
~ “toallgenerations.” ... - U7 ' \ o B
Now we-have_explained' the dependence of the Americans. They are the .
subjects of the king of-Greai Britain, They owe him allegidpce. They have . ‘ .
a right to the benefits which arise~from preserving that allegiance inviolate. .
"They are liable to the punishments which await those who break it. This. ‘\)
in a dependence, which they have always. boasted of~The principles of
loyalty are’ dceply'root‘;‘fd in their hearts; and there they will grow-and_ -
bring forth fruit; while 2 drop of Vital blood remain¥ to nourish them, Their "7,
“history is not stained Vith rebellious and treasonable machinations: an
inviolable attachiments t‘l their sovereign, and the warmest zeal for his ‘glory,
shine in every page. .. ’ T VU
_ From’this dependence;-abstracted from every other source, arises.a strict
~ ' connection betwgcﬁ the [inhabitants of Great Britain and those of America.
~ 7 Thoyare fellow-subjects; they arc,under allegiance to the same prince; arid
_ this union'of/allegiancg:'hétmma‘union\_o_tha‘rts. It is also
A prédut:tivc/o'f a union of measures through the whole British dormiinions.-To
the king is'intrusted the| direction and management of the great machine of -~
.government. He therefore is'fittest to .adjust the different wheels, and to-
regulate their motions in such a manner as to co-operate in the same general ’
designs.-He ‘makes war: he concludes peace: he forms alliances:+he regu-
- -lates domestic trade by: his prerogative, and directs foreign commerce by
* his treaties-with thosenations, with whom it is carried on. He names the
officers of government; so that he can check every jarring movemen: in the
. administration. He has a negative ol the different legislatures throughout - -
“his dominions, so that he can prevent any repugnancy in their different laws.
The connection and harmony between Great Britain and us, which it is
her interest and ours mutually to cultivate, and on which her prospe.ity,
as well as ours, so materially depends, will be better preserved by the opera- + ,
tion of. the legal prerogatives of the crown, than.by the exertion of an’ -
* unlimited authority by parliament.- - : . .

"
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‘ 3. A Wartiing \‘tg;the King: T homas Jefferson, A Sunir.ndry View of the -
ens Rights of British-America (August 1774\ _ G

Farthef south in -;Virg'z'nia,‘ Themas. Jefferson _(1743—1826), a’no.thef-
+ lawyer and a representative from Albemarle County to the House of Bur- -
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gesses, had come to similar con. iusions and had_set -them down in a series

of proposed-instructions to V inginia’s delegates, to the Congress—Jefferson_____
_——""1ntended to present his instructions to the Virginia Convention-that met in
- August 1774 to elect delegates to the Congress. But, when illne prevented

his attendanée, he sent them to friends who had them published in pamphlet

, form as A Summnary View of the Rights of British-America. Likd, Baldwin,

Jeferson concluded that the several “acts of power” by Parliamend over the \

‘previous decade “too plainly” proved “a deliberate and systematical, plan of *
reducing us to slavery”; like Wilson, he concluded as zvu.’L that the glg___nies “-‘\
. ‘were distinct and independent governments bound to Britain only: t'li%o:.{'h‘\\\

their mutual allegiance to a common monarch and that the British Parlia-

- ment had thereforg-“no right to exercise authority” over them. But Jefferson

went significaritly further than either Baldwin-or Wilson in pointing out that

not just Parliament but George 111 acting in his-executive ccpacity had bein .

guilty of a “wanton exercise of . . . power” in the colonics.. Charging the.
King with a long catalogue of oppressive acts against the colonies, [efferson
reminded him that kings were “the servants, not the proprietors of the peo-

- ple” and left him with a warning: if he persisted in “sacrificing the rights of L
one part of the empire to the inordinate desires of another,” Jeflerson im- -\ -

plied, the colonists might be drigen to a separation.- Although Jefferson’s

views were far too radical to receive the-approval of either the Virginia Con- -

vention or the Congress, they were important as a harbinger of the direction
of Amgrican thought. The text of A Summary View is' printed in full below

. from'th¢ edition published in Philadelphia in 1774. by John Dunlap.
thg ed iladelphia in 1774 by lap

* . * * /= ®. - % *

RESOLVED, that it be an instructién to the said deputics, when as.

"semblec'l in general congress with the deputies from thie other states of British -

America,'to propose to the said congress that an humble and dutiful address

be presented to hi§ Majesty, begging leave to lay before him, as Chief Magis-

. trate of the British emp/ixfe, the united complaints of. his Majesty’s subjects

in America; complaints'which are excited by many unwarrantable encroach-

" miénts and usurpations, attempted to be made by the Legislature of one part
~ “of the empire; upon those rights which God and the laws have given equally -

“and independently to all. To represent to his Majesty that these his states-

“have often individually made humble application to his imperial throne to

obtain,” through its intervention,.some redress of their“injured righits, to.
‘none of which was ever even an answer condescended ; humbly to hope that

- this their joint address, penned in-the language of truth,.and divested of -

those expressions of servility which would persuade his Majesty that we are

~asking favours, and not rights, shall obtain from his ¥ajesty a more respect-
ful acceptance. And this his Majesty will think we have reason,to’ expect /

when he reflects' that he'is no.more than the chief officer of-the people, -

~.appointed by the laws, and circumscribed with definitive powers, to assist .
.in working the great machine of government, erected for, their use, and conse-

" quently subject to their superintendance. And in order that these our rights,
~as well as the invasions of them; may be laid more fully before his Majesty,

' to take a view of them from the origin and first settlement of these countries,

To remind him that our ancestors before their emigration to America,
were the free inhabitants of the British dominions in Europe, and possessed -

’
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a right which nz'l\turc has given to all men; of departing from the country in
- ~which chance, not.choi¢d, has placed them, of going in quest of new habita-
* _ tions, and of there establishing new societies, under such laws and regula-
tions as to ‘them shall seeis most likely to promote public happiness. That
'~ “their Saxon ancesfors had dnder-this universal law, in like manner left their
native wilds and /{voo_ds'in the north of Europe; had possessed themselves of
the island of -Britain, then Jless charged with inhabitants, and had estab-
lished there that system of laws which has’so long been the glory and pro-
tection of that'country. Nor was ever any claim of superiority or dependence
asserted over. them by that mother country from which they had migrated;
- and were Z;xch'a claim' made, it is believed that his Majesty’s subjects in
Great-Britain have too firm a feeling of the rights derived to them from their
ancestors, to bow down the sovereignty of their state before such visionary
.. pretensions, And it is thought that no circumistance has occurred to distin-
" guish matetially the British from the Saxon emigration. America was con-
* quered, and her settlements made, and firmly established, at the expence .
of individuals, and not of the British public. Their. own blood was spilt in
acquitirig lands for their settlement, their own fortunes expended in making
that settlement effectual; for themselvés they fought, for .themselves they
~... conquered, and for themselves alone they have right to hold. Not a shilling
“was ‘ever issued from the public treasures of his Majesty, or his ancestors,
for their assistance, till of very late -times, after the colonies had become
. established on a firm and permanent footing. That th€n, indeed, having
become valuable to Great-Britain for her commeércialf purposes, his Parlia- .
ment was pleased to lend them assiJstance againsyje:)emy, who would fain
-have drawn to herself the benefits 6f gheir commerce, to the great aggrandiz-
- ment of herself, and danger. of Great-Britain-Such assistance, afid in such
circumstances, they had ofteri beforc giéen to Portugal, and other allied
states, with whom they carry on a com'mcr“k%ll intercourse; yet these states
never supposed, that by calling in her aid, 'hey/thereb'y submitted them-

. selves to her sovereignty. Had such terms bcen\p{opo_sed, they would have _

: rejected them with disdain, and trusted for better to.the moderation 6f their
" . cnemies, or to a vigorous exertion of their own force. We do not, however, -
mean to under-rate those aids, which to us were doubtless luable; on what-

ever principles granted; but we would shew that they canndt give a title to
.. that authority which the British Parliament would arrogaté, over us, and _ . .
- that 'they may amply be,repaid by our giving to the inhabitints of Great- -
Britain such exclusive privileges in trade as may be advantageous to them,
and at the same time not too restrictive to ourselves. That settle}hents having
been thus effected in th¢ wilds of America, the emigrants thought‘ proper to
adopt that system of laws nder which they had hitherto lived jn the mother -
country, and to continue their upion with ‘her by submitting themselves to
. the same common Sovereign, who was thereby made the central link con-
' necting the several parts of the empire thus newly multiplied: / D
:But that not long were they permitted, however far they thought them-
- selves removed from the hand of oppression, to hold undigturbed the rights
+ ~thus acquired, at the hazard of their lives, and loss \of}gtheir fortunes:- A
- .~ family of princes was then on the'British throne, whosé treasonablé crimes
‘\a/giirist their people brought on them afterwards the e.:)é’g:rtion of those sacred

/
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 and sovereign rights of p_u'hi__g,};rﬁcnt reserved in the hands of the people for

cases of extreme necessity, and judged by the constitution unsafe to be -
delegated to any other judicature. While every day brought forth some new-
and unjustifiable exertion of power. over their subjects on that side the
. Wwater, it was not to be expected that those here, much less able at that time
to oppose the designs of despotism, should be exempted from injury. = .
Accordingly that country, which had been acquired by. the lives, the
" labours, and the fortunes of individual adventurers, was by these princes,
at several times, parted out and distributed among the favourites and fol- .’
lowers of their fortunes, and, by an assumed right of the crown alone, were
crected into distinct and independent governments; a measure which it is
believed his Majesty’s prudence and understanding would prevent him from
imitating at this day;.as no exercise of such a power, of dividing and dis-
incmbcriqgf,a country, has ever occurred in his Majesty’s realm of England,
.. though now of very ancient standing; nor could it be justified or acquiesced -
" under there, or.in any other part of his Majesty’s empire. . T '
That the exercise of a free trade with all pirts of the world, possessed by -
the American colonists, as of natural right, and which no law of their own
had. takeén away or abritiged, was next the object of unjust encroachment.
Some of the colonies having thought proper to continue the administration of
their government in the name and under the authority of his Majesty King
Charles the First, wvhom notwithstanding his late deposition by the common-
wealth of England, they continued in' the sovereignty of their state; the
Parliament for the commonwealth took the same in high offence, and as- -
sumed upon themselves the power of prohibiting their trade with.all other
partsTof the' world, .except the island of Great-Britain. This arbitrary act,
" however, they soon recalled; and by solemn treaty, entered into on the 12th
day of March, 1651, between the said’ commonwealth by their commission-
ers, and the colony of Virginia by theii-house of burgesses, it was expressly
. stipulated, by the 8th article of the said treaty, that they should have “free -
trade as the people of England do enjoy to all places’and with all nations,
according to the Jaws of that commonwealth.” But that; upon the restoration
of his majesty king Charles the secorid, their rights-of free commerce fell’
oncé,more a victim to arbitrary power; and.by several acts of- his reign, as
well as of some of his successors, the trade of the colonies was laid under
such restrictions, as shew ivhat hopes they might form from, the justice of a
British parliament, were its'uncontrouled power admitted over these states. -
-History has-informed us that bodies of men, as well as individuals, are sus- -
ceptible of the spirit of tyranny. A vicw of these acts of parliament for
< regulation, as it has been affectedly called, of the American trade, if all other
cvidence were removed out of the case; would undeniably evince th_c truth
 of this observation. Besides the duties they impose on our articlé of export and
i import, they prohibit our going to any markets northward. of Cape Finis-
‘terre, in the kingdom of Spain, for the sale of commodities which Great’
_ Britain will not take from us, and for the purchase ‘of others, with which:
'she cannot supply us, and that for no other than the arbitrary purposes of .
purchasing for themselves, by a sacrifice of our rights and interests, certain
privileges in their commerce with an allied state, who-in-confidence that
* their exclusive trade with Amierica will be continued, while the principles
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~and power of the British parliament be the same, have }n(llnlgcd themselves

in every exorbitance which their avarice could dictate, or our necessities
extort; havc raised their.commodities called for in America, to the double
and tr(_bl(. ‘of what they sold for before such exclusive privileges were given
them, angl of what better commoditics of the sanie kind would cost us else-
where, and at the samé timé give us much less for what we carry thither

than nm.ght be had at more convenient ports. That these acts prohibit us

from (:ur)mg in quest of other “purchasers the surplm of our tobagcoes

remaining after the consumption of Great Britain is supplied; so that we
must leave them with the British merchant fér whatever he will ‘please to

~~_illow us, to be by hiin reshipped to for cxgn markets, where hic will reap the.

“benefits of makmg sale df them for full value. That to heighten still the idea

of p'uhamcnt'xr) justice, and ‘to shew with what moderation they are like

“to_cxercise powcr, wlicre themselves are to feel no part of its weight, we
take leave_to méntion to -his majesty'’s certain other acts of British parlia-
ment, by which they would prolibit us from hianufacturi: ag for our own ise
the articles we raise on our own lands with our own labour. By an act
passed in the 5th year of the reign of his late anajesty king George. the
second, an American subject is forbidden to' make a hat for himself of the

fur \\lu(‘h lié has taken perhaps on his own soil; an instance of despotism to:

whicli no parallel can be~ produced. in the most arbitrary ages of British

‘history. By one other act passed in the 23d year.of the same reign, the iron -

which-we make we are forbidden to manufacture, and heavy as that article

“ris,’ and necessary in évery branch of husbandry, besides ‘conunission and -

-insuranc ¢, we arc to pay fncwht for it to Great Bntam and [rcnrht for it

back again, for the purposc of supportmq not men, but machines, in the
island of Great Britain. In ‘the samge spirit of cqual and 1mpartml lcmslatxon

* is to be viewed the act of parliament, passed in the 5th year of the same

‘reign, by which American lands-are made subject to the demands of British

. creditors, while their-own lands were still continued unanswerable for their

debts; from which one of these conclusions must necessarily, follow, cither

.that justice is not the same in America as in Britain, or else that the British

‘parliament pay less rcgard to it here than there. But that we do not point

" out to his majesty the injustice of these acts, with intent to rest on that

principle the cause of their nullity: but to shew that experience confirins

the propriety of those political prmcxplcs which exempt us from the jurisdic- -
tion of .thetBritish parliament. The true ground on which we declare these,

acts void is, that the British parliament has no right to exercise authority

- over us.
“That theic exercises of usurped po“ er- h'ue not been (onﬁncd to instances

alonc, in‘which theniselves were mterested but they have also intermeddled

of Anne for establishing a post office in America seems to have had little

connexion with British convenience, except that of accommodating his maj- -
esty’s ministers and favourites with the sale of a lucrative and casy office. .

That thus we have hastened through the reigns which preceded his maj-
esty’s, during which the violations of our right were Jess alarming, because
rc|)e'1ted at more clistant intervals.than that rapid and bold succession of

injuries- which is likely to distinguish the present from all other periods of

.with the regulation of the internal afTairs of the colonies. The act of. the 9th -

6'_7‘ .

-



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

American story, Scarcely have our minds been able to emnerge from the
 astonishment into which one stroke of parliamentary thunder has involved

us, before another more heavy, and more alarming, is fallen on us, Single -
acts of tyranny may be ascribed to the accidental opinion of a day; but a

.series"of- oppressions begun at a distinguished period, and pursued, unalter-

ably through every’ change of ministers, too plainly prove a dclibcratc» and

systematical plan of reducing us to slavery. ' c
That the act, passed in the 4th year of his majesty’s reign; ‘entitled “An’ -
act for granting certain duties in the British colonics and plantations .in

« America, &c.”

One other act, passed inthe 6th year of his reign, entitled “An act for
the better securing the dependency of his majesty’s dominions in. America
upon the crown and parliament of Great Britain;” and one other act, passed
in the 7th year of his reign, entitled “An act for granting duties on paper,
tea, &c.” form that connected chain of parliamentary usurpation, which has
already been the subject of frequent applications to his majesty, and. the
houses of lords and. commons of Great Britain; and no answers having yet

- been condescended to any of these, we'shall not trouble his majesty with a

repetition of the miatters they contained. .

.. But that one other act,’passed in the same 7th year of the reign, having
been a peculiar attempt, must ever require peculiar mention; it is entituled
“An “act for suspending the legislature of New York.” One free and inde-

- pendant legislature hereby takes upon itself to suspend the powers of an-

other, free and independent as itsclf; thus exhibiting a phenomenon un-
known in nature, the creator and creature of its own power. Not only the
principles of common sensc, but the common feelings of hurhan nature, must

. be surréndered up before his majesty’s subjects here can be persuaded to
. believe that they hold their political existence at the will of a British parlia- -
: ment. Shall thdse governments be dissolved, their property annihilated; and
their people reduced to a state of nature, at the imperious breath of a body o

of men, whom'they never saw, in whom they never confided, and over whom

* they have no powers of punishment or removal, let their crimes against the

American public be ever so great? Can any one reason be assigned why
160,000 electots in the island of Great Britain should give law to four mil-

~ - lions in the states of America, every individual of whom is cqual to every

individual of them, in virtue, in understanding, and in bodily strength? Were

- this to be admitted, instead of being.a free people, as we have hitherto sup-

posed, and mean to continue ourselves, we should suddenly be found thc
slavés not of oné but of 160,000 tyrants distinguished too from all others by -
this singular circumstance, that they are removed from the reach of fear, the.
only restraining'motive which may hold the hand of a tyrant. s :
That by “an act to discontinue in such manner and for such time as are
therein mentioned, the landing and discharging, lading or shipping, of goods, .
wares, and merchandize, at the town and within the harbour of -Boston, in -

* - the province of Massachusetts Bay, in North America,” which was passed at

the last session of British parliament; a large and Populous town, whose
trade was their sole subsistence, was deprived of that trade, and involved in - -
utter ruin. Let us for a while suppose the question of right suspended, in
order to examine this act on principles of justice: An act of parliament had |
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been passed imposing duties’on teas, to be paid T Amcru'p?‘ against which

_act the Americans had protested as inauthoritative. The Eist India Coms-

pany, who till that time had never sent a pound ofstea to Amgrica on their
own account, step forth on that occasion the assertors of parliimentary right,

and send hither many ship loads of that: obnoxious commodity. 'Thd masters.

of their several vessels, however, on their avival in America, wisely attended
to adinonitiony and returned with their cargoes. In the province of New

“ England alone the remonstrances of the people were ‘disregarded, and a

compliance, after being many days waited for, was flatly refused. Whether

. in this the master of the yessel was governed by his obstinacy; or his instrue-

tions, let those who know say. There are extraordinary situations which
require- extraordinary interposition. An exasperated people, who fecl that
they possess power, are not easily restrained within limits strictly regular.
A number of them assembled in the town of Boston, threw the tea into the

~ocean, and dispersed without doing any other act of violence. If in this they
did wrong, they were known and were amenable to the laws of the land,
against which it could not be objected that they had ever, in agy instance,’

been obstructed or diverted from their regulir course in favour of popular
offenders: They should therefore npt have been distrusted on this oceasion.

But that ill fated colony had fnn}wl:ly been bald in their enmitjes against
the house of Stuart, and were now del-oted to ruin by that unseen hand which

governs the momehtous affairs of this great cinpiré. On the partial repre-

sentations of a few worthless ministdrial dependents, whose constant office

it has been to keep that government ciubroilecl; anct who, by their treacheries,
hope to obtain the dignity of the British knighthood, without calling for the”

party accused, without asking a praof, without attemipting a distinction
between the guilty and the nocent, hnc whole of that ancient and wealthy
. 5 h : by M

town is in a moment reduced from opulence to begaary. Men who had spent
their lives in_ extending the -British-comunerce, who had invested in that

place the wealth their honest endeavors had merited, found. themselves-and -

their familics thrown at once on the world for subsistence by its charities.
Not the hundredth part of the inhabitants of that town had been concerned
in the act complained of, many of them were in'Great Britain and in other
parts bevond sea, yet all were involved in one indisctiminate ruir, by a
new exccutive power unheard of till then, that of a British parliament. A
property, of thie value of many millions of money, was sacrificed to revenge,
not repay. the loss of a few thousands. This is aciministering justice with a
heavy hand’ indeed! and when is this tempest to bhe arrested in its course?
Two wharfs are to be opened again when his Majesty shall think proper.
The residue, which lined the extensive shores of the bay of Boston, are

. forever interdicted the exercise of commerce.. This little exception scems to

have been thrown'in for no’other purpose than that of setting a precedent
for investing his majesty with legislative pewers. If the pulse of his people
shall beat calmly under this experimnent, another and another will be tried,
till thie measure of despotism be filled up. It would:be an insult on common
sense to pretend that this exception was madec.in order to restore it§ com-
meree to that great town. The trade which cannot be reccived at two wharfs
alone must of necessity be transferred to some other place: to which it will
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soon be followed by that of the two wharfs. Considered in this light, it would
* be an insolent and cruel mockery at the annihilation of the town of Boston.
By the act for the suppression of riots and tumults in the town of Boston,
-passed also in the last session of parliament; a murder commniitted there is, if
the governor pleases, to be tried in a court of King’s Bench, in the island of
Great Britain, by a jury of Middlesex. The witnesses, too, on receipt of such
a sum as the governor shall think it reasonable for them to expend, are to
enter into recognizance to appear at the trial. This is, in other words, taxing
them to the amount of their recognizance, and_that amount may be what- « -
ever a governor pleases; for who does his majesty think can be prevailed on
to cross the Atlantic for the sole purpose of bearing evidence to a fact? His
expences are to he borne, indeed, as they shall be estimated by a governor;
but who are fo feed the wife and childrén whom he leaves behind, and who
have had no other subsistence,but his daily labour? Those cpidemical dis-
orders too, so terrible in a foreign climate, is the cure of them to be estimated
among the articles of expence,“and their danger to be warded off by the
almighty power of parliament?'And the wretched criminal, if he happen to
have offended un the American side, stripped of his privilege of trial by
peers of his vicinage, removed from the place where alone full evidence' .
could be obtained, without money, without counsel, without friends, without;
exculpatory proof, is tricd before judges predetermined to condemn. The

" cowards who would suffer a countryman to be torn from the bowels of their

socicty, in order to be thus offered a sacrifice to ‘parliamentary tyranny,
would merit that everlasting infamy now fixed on the authors of the .act! Ao
clause for a similar purpose had been introduced into an’sct passed in the
twelfth year of his majesty’s reign, entitled “An act for the better securing
and preserving his majesty’s dockyards, niagazines, ships, vimn’fﬁunition and
stores,” against which, as meriting the same censures, the several coloniés
have already protested. e L e
_That these dre acts of power, assumed by a body.¢f men, foreign to our
- constitutions, and uracknowledged by our laws;.dgainst which we do, on
behalf of the inhabitants of British America, enter this our solemn’ and
determined protest; and we do earnestly 9nf'§cat his.majesty, as yet the only
mediatory power between the several statés of the British empire, to recom-
mend to-his parliament of Grea¢ Britain the total revocation of these acts,
which, however nugatory they /%nay yet prove the cause of further dis-
contentsand jealousies amongus. . . - o
That we next proceed, to-consider the conduct of his majesty, as holding
" the executive powers 6fthe laws of these states, and mark out his deviations |
from the line of dutys By the constitution of Great Britain, as well as of the
several American states, his majesty possesses the power of refusing to pass
into a law any”bil] which has already. passed the other two branches of

. legislature. His majesty, however, and his ancestors, conscious of the impro-

.
/

s

. ‘priety of.6pposing their single opinion to the united wisdom of two houses
of parliament, while their proceedings were unibiassed by interested princi-
Pleg for several ages past have modestly declired the exercise of this power -
in that part of his empire called Great Britain, But by change of circum- .
stances, other principles than those of justice simply have obtained an
influence on their determinations ; the addition of new states to the British’

00



o & N
/ . . o . } RN -
empire has produced am addition of new, and 5(nn_etimcs.(\in)posite interests, It
is now, therefore, the great office of his majesty, to resume the exercise of
his negative power, and to prevent the passage of laws by any one legislature
. of the emnpire, which might bear injuriously on the rvights and intcrests of .
another. Yet this will not excuse the wanton exercise of this power which
we have seen his Majesty practice on the laws of the American legislatures.
For the most trifling reasons, and sometimes for no conceivable reason at
*all, his majesty has rejected laws of the most salutary tendency, The abolition
‘of domestic slavery is the great object of lesire in those colonies, where it
~.was unhappily introduced in their infant state, But previous to the enfran- ..
© chisement of the slaves we have, it is necessary to exclude all further importa-\‘\_,\){"
tions from Africa; yet our repeated attempts to effect this bz d&q](ibix\ibi\’s‘,'
-apd by' imposing duties wl1igh\dgjr§;’]:w§m%gpgtpynyph&lh‘bi'ﬁo11,‘ have l).(!cn
:* - hitherto defeated by his majésty’$ negitive: Thus preferring the immediate
' ‘advantages of a few African corsairs to the lasting interests of the American
states, and to thie rights of human nature deeply wounded by this infamous
practice. Nay, the single- interposition of an interested individual against a
. law, was scarcely ever known to fail of success, though in_the oppgsite scale
o were placed the interests of a whole country.~That this'is so shameful an
i abuse of apower trusted with his majesty for other purposcs; as if not re- .
"7 formed, would call for some legal restrictions, . I
With ¢qual inattention to the necessities of his people herc. has his majesty
permitted our laws té lie neglected in-England 16 vears, neither confirming
them by his assent, nor annulling them by his negative; so that such of them
as have no suspending clause we hold on the most precarious of all temjres,
his majesty’s will, and such of them as suspend themsclves till his majesty’s
assent be obtained{we have feared, might be' called into existence at sorne
future and distant period, when time and change of circurnstances shall have
rendered them destructive to his people here. And to render this grievance -
still more oppressive, his majesty by his instructions has laid his governors .
under such restrictions that they can pass no law of ‘any' moment unless it
have such suspending clause; so that; however inumediate may be the call for
. legislative interposition, the law cannot be executed tll it has twice crossed
the Atlantic, by ‘which time the evil may have spent itswhole force. _.—
But in what termns, reconciliable to majesty, and at the same time to
" truth, shall we speak of a late instruction to his majesty’s governor of the
colony of Virginia, by which he is forbidden to assent to any law for the
division of a county, unless the new county will.consent to have no repre-
sentative in assembly? That colony has as yet fixed no boundary to the
westward. Their western counties, therefore, are of indefinite extent; some of .
~ them are-actually scated many hundred miles from their castern limits. Is it.
possible, then, that his majesty can have bestowed a single thought on the
situation of those people, who, in order to obtain justice for injuries, howcver‘
~“great or small, must, by the laws of that colony, attend their county. court, - -
at such a distance, with all their witnesses, monthly, till their litigation-be _
determined? Or does his majesty seriously wish, and publish it to the world,
. * that his subjects should give up the glorious right of representation, \\{itb
~ .all the benefits derived from that, and submit theinsclves the absolute slaves
of his'sovereign will? Or is it rather mcant to confine the legislative body to
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o ihéir present nuxibers, !ihat t}ié)' may be the cheaper bargain whenever they

shall become worth a purchase. v ‘ B
One of the articles of impeachment against Tresilian, and the other judges
~ of Westminister-Hall,.in the reign of Richard the second, for which they
suffered death, as traitors to their country,.was, that they had advised- the
king- that he might dissolve his parliament at any time; and succeeding
- kings have adopted the opinion of these. unjust judges. Since the establish-
ment, however, of the British cornistitution, at the glorious revolution, on its
free and antient principles, neither his'majesty, nor his ancestors, have exer- "
cised such a power of dissolution in the island of Great Britain; and when
his majesty was petitioned, by. the united voice of his people there, to dis-
solve the present parliament, who had become obnoxjous to them, his min-
’ isters'were-heard to declare, .in open parliament, that his majesty possessed
no such power by the constitution. But how different their language and his'
practice here! To declare; as their duty required; the known rights of their
country, to opposc-the usurpations of every foreign judicature, to disregard -
the imperious mandates of a minister or governor, have been the avowed
causes of dissolving houscs of representatives in America. But if such powers *.
be really. vested in his majesty, can he suppose they are there placed to awe ..
the members from such purposes as thesc? When the representative body
“have lost the confidence of their constituents, when they have notoriously
made sale of their most valuable. rights, when they have assumed to them-
. selves powers which the Feople never put into their hands, then indecd their
continuing in office becomes dangerous to thé state, and calls for an exercise’
“of the power of dissolution. Such being the causes for which the representa-.
tive body should, and should not, be dissolved, will it not'appear strange to -
an unbiassed observer, that that of Great Britain was not dissolved, while
. those of the colonies have repeatedly incurred that sentence ? o
~ . But your majesty, or your governors, have- carried this power beyond
every limit kngwn, or provided for, by the laws® After. dissGlving one house
of representatives, they have refused to call another, so that for a great
Aength of timie, the legislature provided by the laws has beeti out of existence.

" From the nature of things, every socicty must at all times"possess within
- B

itself the sovereign powers of legislation. The feclings'of human natiire revolt
against the supposition of a state so situated as that’it may not in any
emergency provide against, dangers which perhaps threaten immediate ruin.
While those bodies are inrexistence to whom the people have delegated the
wers of legislation, they alone possess and may exercise those powers; but
“when they are dissolved by the lopping off one or more of their branches,
the power reverts. to the people, who may exercise it to unlimited extent,
cither assembling together in person, sending deputies, or-in any other way
they may think proper. We forbear to trace consequences further; the dan-

~-gers'are conspicuous with which this practice is replete. .

That we shall at this time also take notice of an error in the nature of our
land holding., which crept in at a very carly period of our seftlement. The
introduction of the feudal tenrires into the kingdom of England, though
.ancient, is well enough understood to sct this matter in a proper light. In the

carlier ages of the Saxon scttlement feudal holdings were certainly altogether
'unknow_n; and very few, if any, had been introduced at the -time of the
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Norman conqucst Ou¥r Saxon ancestors hcld thc:r hnds, as the) did, theif

,pexsonal property, in absolute dominion, disencumbered. with- any . superior,

‘answering mearly to the nature of those possessions which the"-feudalists

- term allodial. leham the Norman, first introduced that- system generally.

The lands which had belontred to those whol[ell in the battle of Hastings,

and in the subscquent msurrcctxons of his reign, formed a considerable pro- .

portion of the lands of the whole kingdon. These he granted out, subject to

feudal duties, as'did he also those of a great number of his new subjects,. .

who, by persuasions or threats, were induced to surrender them: for that

purpose. But still much was left in the hands of his Saxon subjects? held of °

no superior, and not subject to feudal conditions. These, therefore, by express
laws, enacted to render uniform-the system of military defence, were made
,hablc to the same military dutics'as if thev had been [euds and the Norman
lawyers soon found means to saddle them also"with all the other feudal
burthens. But still they had not been surrendered to the king, they were not

-derived from his grant, and therefore they were not holden of him. A general

principle, indeed, was introduced, that “all ]ands in England were held
cither mediately or immediately of the crovin,” but this was borrowed from
those holdings, ‘which were truly feudal, and only apphed to others for the
purposes of lllustratlul Feudal holdmgs were thereford but c.\ccptxons out

of the Saxon laws of possession, under which all lands were held in absolute

right. These, therefore, still form the basis, or ground-work, of the common

- law, to p‘x‘cvul wheresoever the cxceptions have not taken place. America,

was not conquered by William the Norman, nor its lands surrendered to
him, or any of his successors, Possessions there ‘are undoubtedly -of. the
allodial nature. Qur ancestors, however, who migrated hither, were farmers,
not lawyers. The fictitious principle that all lands helong ongmallv to the
king, they were early persuaded to believe real; and accordingly took grants

. of their own lands {rom the crown. And while thc crown continued to grant

for small sums, and on reasonable rents, there was no inducenient to arrest
the error, and lay it open to. public view. But his majesty has htely taken
on him to advance the terms of purchase, and of holding to the double of
what they .were, by which means. the acquxsmon of lands being rendered
difficult, the popuhtlon of our country is likely to be checked. It is time,
therefore, for us to lay this matter before his majesty, and to declare that

‘he has no right to grant lands of himself. From the nature and purpose of
civil institutions, all the lands within the limits which any particular society.-

has circumscribed around itsell are assumed by that socicty, and subject to
their allotmerit only. This may be done by thcmsckvcs assembled collectncly
or by their legislature, to whom they may have, delegated sovereign au-

thority; and if they are allotted in ‘neither of theseiways, cach individual of .

the socicty: may appropriate to himself such lands\as hc fnds vacant, nnd
occupancy will give himn title. § :

That in order to enforce the arbitrary measures before complamcd of, his
. majesty has from time to time sent ¢ among us large bodies of armed forces.
- not made up of.the people here, nor.raised by the authority of mu laws:

Did his majesty possess such a ru{ht as this, it might swallow up all our

other rights whenever he should think proper. But his majesty has no rxrrht’_.

to land a single armed man on our shores, and those whomn he sends here
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/.
are liable to our laws made for the suppression and punishment of riots,
routs, and unlavful assemblies; or are hostile bodi€s,invading us in defiance
of law. When in the course of the late war it became expedient that a body
of Hanoverian troops should be brought over for the defence of Great Britain,
his majesty’s grandfather, our late sovereign, did not pretend to introduce’
them under any authority he possessed. Such a measuie would have given
just alarm to his subjects in Great Britain, whose libérties would not be safe
if armed men of another country, and of another spirit, might be brought into .
* thé realm at any time without the consent of their legislature. He therefore
-.applied to parliament, who passed an act for that purpose; limiting the.num-
ber to be brought in, and the time they were to continue. In like manner is
his majesty restrained in every part of the empire. He possesses, indeed, the
. the executive power of the laws in every state, but they are the laws of the
+ particular state which he is to administer within that state, and not those of -
. any one within the limits of another., Every state must judge for itself .the
_number of armed men which they may safely trust among them, of whom
_ they are to consist,'and"under what restrictions they shall be laid. =~ -
To render these proceedings still more criminal against our laws, instead -
of subjecting the military to the civil powers, his majesty has expressly made
the civil subordinaté to the military. But can his majesty thus put down all
law under his feet? Can he erect a power superior to that which erected him-
self? He has done it indeed by force, but let him remember that force cannot
give right. . S . }
That these are our grievances, which we have thus laid before his majesty,
. -with that freedom of language and sentiment which becomes a frec people
claiming their rights, as derived from the laws of nature, and not as the gift
* of their chief magistrate: Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art.
To give praise which is not due might be well from the venal, but would ill
beseem those who are asserting the rights of human nature. They know, and
will therefore say, that kings arc the servants, not the proprictors of the
people. Open your breast, sire, to liberal and expanded thought. Let not the
name of George the third be a blot in the page-of “history. You are sur-
rounded by British counsellors, but remember that tfley are parties.. You,
" Liave no ministérs for American affairs, because you have none taken from.
among us, nor amenable to the laws on which they arc to give you advice:
It Behoves you, therefore, to think and to act for. yourself and your people.
;. The great principles of right and wrong are legible to everv reader; to pursue
" them requires not the aid of many counsellors. The whole art of government
- .consists in the art of being honest. Only aim to do your duty, and mankind ,
will give you. credit where you fail. No longer perscvere in sacrificing the
. rights of one part of the empire to the inordinate desires of another; but
deal out to all equal and impartial right. Let no act be passed by any one.
. -legislature which may infringe on the rights and liberties of another. This
is the important post in which fortune has placed you, holding the balance
of a great, if a well poised empire. This, sire. is the advice of your great
~. American council; on the observance of which may perhaps depend your
felicity, and future fame, and the preservation of that harmony which alone
can continue both to Great Britain and America the reciprocal advantages
of their connection. It is neither our wish nor ourinterest to separate from,
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4, The Search for a Middle Way: Joseph Galloway t
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- her. W& are willing, on our part, to sacrifice every thing which reason’ can

ask to the restoration of that tranquillity for which all must wish. On their

‘part, let-thefssbe ready to establish union and a gencrous plan. Let themn

name <heir terms, but let them be just. Accept of every commcr?fal prefer-
ence, it is-in our power to give for such things as we can raise for their use,
or they make for ours. But let them not think to exclude us from going to

- other markets to dispose of those commecdities which they cannot use, or to
supply those wants which they cannot supply.—Still less let it be proposed

that our properties within our own territories shall be taxed or regulated by
any power on carth but our own. The God.who gave us life gave us liberty
at the sanic time; the hand of force may destroy, but cannot disjoin them.
This, sire, is our last; our determined resolution; and that you will be
pleased to interpose with that efficacy which your. carneit endeavours may
ensure to procure redress of these our great grievances, to quiet the minds of
your subjects in British America, against any apprehensions of future en-
croachment, to establish fraternal love and harmony through the whole
empire, and that these may continue to the latest ages of tiing, is the fervent
prayer of all British America! :

&

2

.‘ ;T:I{i‘éha[gi>__]z_\cl§_son

(August 10, 1774) ,

Alarmed by the drift of events, a sizeable number of Americans. opposed

the dominant stream of colonial thought and in.one way or another at-
.tempted to reverse it. Some.of these men simply believed that Parliament
and the ministry were justified in punishing Massachusetts Bay; others were
men of faint heart who thought it was folly to oppose the power of Britain;
and 'still others tried to seck out some middle ground that would com-
promise the issues in dispute and put an end to the roww seemingly chronic
difficulties between Britain and the colonies. Representative of this last
group and one of the few men from any of the three categories to be elected

as a delegate to the Congress was Joseph Galloway (ca. 1731-1803); Phil-

adélphia lawyer, nominal head of the Quaker: political faction in Pennsyl-
vania, speaker of the Pennsylvania Assembly, and long-time advocate of a
moderate approach to the dispute with Britain. As he indicated in a letter,
written less than a month before the convocation of Congress to-Richard
Jackson, an old friend and member of Parliament, he rejected the extreme

.. position of both sides and was convinted that “both Countries should retreat

U

* Reputation among other Nati

a little” in order to find some compromise, some “constitutional” solution

that would be accc/)tab‘lg to both parties. The letter is printed in full below
from Jack P. Greene, ed., Colonies to Nation 1763-1789 (1967), 239-241.
T * - *

* * * -*

. .. I have ever been of Opinion with You, that the Interest of Great
Britain and her Colonies never: can be separated upon any Principle of

Policy or Good to either: but that Saci}Hﬁpl)iness,- their Dignity and
ons, with=their common Safety, depend upon

. .5



~ a solid political Union, to be formed on a Foundation very different from
any that has Been yet laid by the Friends and Advocates of their Country=.. =
-In this Opinion I stand here alniost alone; and perhaps, were I to reiaove
. to your great Capitol, where the most important Matters are decidued, I
should not be. less so. However that might be, upon -epeated ‘Reviews of
. the Subject, and an impartial Examination of alj that"has been said and
wrote upon it, I cannot say that I have had the ieast Reason to alter my
Sentiments. Volumes have been written, and yet nothing is proposed, which-
- carries with it the Apf)carancc of a lasting' Accommodation of the Dispute.
On the one Side, the Advocates conténd that the parliamentary Jurisdiction
» ought to be exercised over near 3,000,000 of People, noric of wnom have
.the least Participation in that Jurisdiction, or. any Opportunity of comrnu-
nicating their Desires, Wants, and Necessities ‘to it, which alone can enable . .
it to form Regulations adapted to their Circumnstances, or prevent thosec
Regulations from being, ‘in their Execution, attended with- 1nore Mischief -
than Benefit, and subversive of the End for which they werc enacted. Cesr-
tainly this Doctrine cannot be founded in Reason or Cominori Sense, in any
Equity, or in the Nature, Policy, or Principles of the English Goverrment.
If not; is it unreasonable to expect the same Discontent will fill the Breasts
of the Americans; which actuated the People of Wales, Chesire and Dur-
ham, when in the same.unhappy Situation; when the like Doctrine was held
" and practised over them? And will not this Discontent be attendéd with
‘Effects more mischievous and dangerous, where it takes Place in a Pcople
at the Distance, from the Secat of Power, of, 3C00 Miles, and more, especially
~——-—-as there is almost a moral Certainty, that their Numbers will increase ten--
fold in one Century? S . .
*.These Reasons induce.me to wish; that the Politicians on your sid¢ the
Water had condescended and taken ‘the Matter upr a little deeper at the;
~ ¥ End of the last War, and, instcad of _passing the Stamp-Act, E?y had ¢
 their Thoughts upon the most proper Plan for cementing.the two Coy
trics together upon such Principles of Government and Policy, as wguld-
_ have'enabled them to obtain what they wanted, and secured to Americ4 the
‘samie’ Rights and Privileges as are enjoyed by the Subjccts in Britain, A
Plan of this Nature would in all Probability have sucdeeded in }\n;lérica at
~ that Time, when the Ormissions of Duty in the Colonies, the Defigicncies in
their Contributions to the Expence which was necessary ‘to thé national
Safety, the Inequality and Injustice of those Contribl:\ins' a1)10ng them-
~.sclves, their weak and defenceless Situation arising from thbir D}isunion, and
o "hcavySums,'c:_‘:pc‘ndcd ‘during War by the Mother State in/{hcir Defence,
' were obvious and had made deep Impressions of Gratjtude and AfTection.
~However this was not done. And perhaps it-may be said, with some Reason,
. that such a Proposal should have originated in America, /4s she \was infevior
. and the Party who sought Redress. T will ot controvert such an Opinion.
=, It was a Duty, as I thought, which America owed to herself as;well as gd
.- “Britain to do so; and I accordingly declared my Sentiments, but to no Pur-
pgsc.’For the American Advocates, instcad of attending to the Want of a
_ political Connection between the two Countrics upon Principles of Equity,
of Reason, and those Rights which werec enjoyed by our Brethien in Britain

)
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. exerted all their Talents in denying the constituticnal Authority of the
-~ British State to bid' the Cslonies, because they were pot expressly repre
sented in her Councils, and at the same Time declaring, that they will not
accept of such Representation should it be offered to them; in tracing/the
American Righis up to Sources from which they never came, and where théy >
never will be found,.and .in forming Lines of Jurisdiction most whiinsical \
.- and novel; all which, instead of healing, had a manifest Tendency - to widen
N - the Breach, and to involve themselves and their Country in sthe severe
. Measures, which are now :pl/l't'in Practice towards them, - Y O
R Is.it not high Time, my dear Sir, that both Countries siould retreat a-.
“little; and take other Ground, sceing That, which they aré now upon, is
likely to prove dangerous and distressing to Both? A thorom{gh Conviction of
the Truth of the two only cssential Propositions in the/i)isputé will point
out the Grotind, which alone can ensure to them pgrmanent Safety and
Happiness. They are: that Great Britain ought not in Equity fo exercise a
Law-making Authority bver the Colonics, while thiey are destitute of any
. Opportunity or constitutional Mode of communi ating that Knowledge. of
their Circumstances, ‘which is indispensably neéessary to the right forming
of Laws. And that the/Colonies ought, as sooias possible, to be vested with
a constitutional Pow¢r of communicating that Knowledge, as is the Case
with, the othcr-Mcxnbérs of the British Goyefnment. B o
However disagreéablc these Sentipfents may be.to the tivo Parties, I.
canfiot think, that/any other Ren é{l"y fortheir present Diseases will be
v lasting; and whenéver it comes 16 be fully considered and digested, T am’ -
persuaded it will appear to othéFs in the sanie Light. T mcan to those, who
" have at heart, and are %tccl by Motives, which lead to the Honor, -
Strength, and future' Welfare of the Nation. T cangot find, that there is the
least Disposition in th¢ People of -this Country to submit to the parlia-
. ‘mentary J.ur.isgljgitﬂ under the present System of Government and the
- Share they l}o/ld in it. And I believe, there will b¢ no Change of Sentiments, -
untill there is'a Change of Policy: And that seems very distant, as the Con-
dyct on both'Sides tends rather to divide and distract than to unite on thos
Prihéiplcs of Government, which ever have and ever must be madc-usc of
* cement the different Parts of-an-Empire together. Under this dark Com-.~
plexion, which the Face of Things now hears, what can be expected?Nothing -
but Conffision and Disorder. My ardent Wish is, that Wisdon and Modera- "
‘tion may take Place on both Sides; as from thence i

only we may hope for an )
Accommodation of the Difference upon a permanent Foundation.‘d \ /
A Congress of Delegates from the several Colonies iwill take Plyce in '1\/

few days at Philadelphia, to consider of these important Matter;. 1 havé
consented to be oue, greatly, against my Inclination, at the earnes Solicita-
tion/of our Assembly: To do all the Good I can to both Counfries i .
sol(:’»Motivc. I wish there was a Prospect of my doing a great Dfal; but the
Reverse is-the Truth. What will be the Result of their Delib frations, it is
hard, imleed impossible, to foretell. But it is more than probal le, from pres-
¢nt Appearances, that Commissioners will ‘be, appointed to fome over and

/f)ropo:“'e somi Plan of Accommodation to the Parliament. Buj what that Plan ~
will be, yesss as yet in the greatest Uncertainty. ... '
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The C’ongress |

§. List of Delegates and Officers (September-October 1774)

'Com_zecttcut E
- Silas Deane
Elxphalet Dyer
" Roger Sherman
Delaware T ,
Thomas McKean
- George Read
/Caesar. Rodney
vMaryland
e

/ Samuel Chase .
-/ Robert Goldsborough
/__ - Thomas Johnson .

: William Paca
«  Matthew Tilghman
Massachusetts
. John Adams:
Samuel Adams
Thomas Cushing
Robert Treat Paine
- New Hampshire
-, . Nathaniel Folsom
John Sullivan -
"New Jersey
Stephen Crane
John De Hart

- James Kinsey o

- William L1v1ngston
.. Richard Smith .
-~ New York
. John Alsop
~ . Simon Boerum
James Duane
William Floyd y
,John Hanng /

’

John Jay . .
- Philip lemgston
Isaac Low

'Henry Wisner

North Carolina ,

- Richard Caswell
Joseph Hewes
William Hooper

Pennsylvania
Edward Biddle
John Dickinson -

_ Joseph Galloway .

. ”Charles—Humphreys
Thomas Mifflin =~

- John Morton _

~ Samuel Rhoads

George Ross

. Rhode Island. .

Stephen Hopkins
Samuel Ward

“South Carolina

Christopher Gadsden
Thomas Lynch, Sr,

- 3 Henry Middleton

Edward Rutledge
John Rutledge

Vzrgxma
 Richard Bland

/ Benjamin Harrison
Patrick Henry ~
Richard Henry Lee
Edward Pendleton
Peyton Randolph, President
George Washington

; ‘fl . §ecretary: Charles Thomson (Pennsylvania), a non-delegate -
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Each o] the tielve delegutions brought with it tredentials from the group

L OT body'that had elected it to attest to its proper electwn T'hese credentials,
“which were entered in the Journals of Congréss on opening day (Septem-'

- ber 5) or, in the case of the North Carolma/delenatex, who did not arrive
{_ . until September 14, on the day of arrival/ contained in every case except
\" "New York and New Jersey.instructions t6 guide the delegates in their de--
" liberations. These instructions ‘ranged ift character from the elaborate dis-.

.. “cussions by Delaware and South Cgrolina to the succinct charge “from
.. Connecticut that the delegates should consult “on proper measures for ad-
’ 'uancmg the best good of the colonies.” They arc reprinted below from Wi C. .
== . Fordetal., edx Journals of the, Contmental Cong;css (1904—1937) A, 15-

24,30. : / i _ . S ,'/ R
* : / L% . * /, _*.
’ Se‘[:tcmber 5 1774 ' 7

. FOR THE PRL,VINC.E OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

At a mecting of /the deputu,s appointed . by the, several towns in this

‘. province, held at /Exeter, in the county of Rockingham, 21st July, 1774,

for the election of dclegates, on behalf of this pr"vmcc, to join the General
Conaress propofed Present, 85 members. , »

The Hon"’e John Wentworth, Esq", in the chair.

Voted, That Major .John Sulhvan, fmd Col* Nathaniel I’olsom qu"”,
be appoirfted and 1mpowercd as delegates, on the part of this province, to
attend /And assist in the Gencral Congress of delegates from the other

Colopies, at such. time and place as, may be appointed, to devise, consult, . -

' zmd adopt measures, as may have the most likely tcndency to extricate the’
flonies from thelr present difficulties; to secure¢ and perpetuate their
ights, liberties, and privileges, and to reetore that pc'ace harmony, & mutual
conﬁdence which once happxly subsisted between thL parent country and her
./ Colonies.. K oo
Attested :. o . , -/ , .
e ' ' -J. WENT\VORT’H, _Chairman.
FOR THE BROVINCE OF MASQACHUSETTS BAY: ° -
- In.the House of Representatives, June 17th, 1774
This house having duly considered, and being decply affected ‘with
the unhappy differénces which have long subsisted and are encreasing bc-_
*-tween Great Britain and the American Colonies, do resolve; that a meeting
* of Committees from the several Colonies on this Continent is highly expedi-
" ent and -necessary, to consult upon the present state of the Colomes, and
""" -the miseries to.which they are and must be reduced by the operation of
certain acts of Parliament respecting America, and to deliberate and deter- -
" .~ mine upon wisé and proper measures, to be by them recommended to all
~ the Colonies, fqr the recovery and establishment of their just rights & liber-
ties, civil & religious, and the restoratlon ,of union, & harmony between
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.+ Great Britain and the Colonies, most: ardently-desired by all géod men. i
" Therefore, Resolved, That the .Honb!® James Bowdoin,? esq., the Hon?!®
Thomas Cushing, esq'., Mr. Samuel Adams, John Adams, & Robert Treat |
- “Paine, esq™., be,.and they are hereby appointed a Committee on the part |
of this province, for the purposes aforesaid, any three of whom to be a .
quorum, to meet such committees or delegates from ‘the other Colonies
as’ have been or ‘may be appointed, either by their respective houses of
_ - Burgesses, or representatives, or by convention, or by the committces of
! correspondence appointed by the respective houses of Assembly, in the city
of Philadelphia, or any other place that shall be judged most suitable by
the Committee, on the first day of September next; & that the Speaker of
the House 2 be dirccted, in a letter to the speakers of the house of Burgesses
. Or representatives in the several Colonies, to inform them of the substance
of these Resolves. - : °
Attested: .
: SAMUEL Apams, Clerk.

-~ . FOR RHODE ISLAND: .

By the “Hon®'* “Joseph: Wanton, esqr., governor, captain-general, and

~commander-in chicf of and over the English Colony of Rhode-Island and
Providence plantations, in New England in Anierica. ’ ‘

To the Honourable Stephen Hopkins, esq".,-and the Honourable Samuel
Ward, esq™., greeting: ' . .

Wheréas the General Assembly of the Colony aforesaid have nominated
and appointed you, the said Stephen Hopkin$ & Samuel Ward, to represent

. the people of this Colony in, general congress of representatives from this

- and the other Colonies, at such time and place as should be agreed upon
" by the major part of the committees appointed, or to be appointed by the
colonies in general : ' ' . '

T do thercfore ‘hereby authorize, impower, and commissionate you, the '~
said Stephen-Hopkins & Samuel Ward, to repair to the city of Philadelphia,
it'being the place agreec upon by the major part of the colonies; and there,
in behalf of this Colony, to incet an( join with the commissioners or dele-

- gates from the other colonies, in consulting upoh proper measures to obtain -
a repeal of the several acts of the British parliament, for levying taxes upon
his Majesty’s subjects in America, without -their consent, and particularly
an act lately passed for blocking up’ the port of Boston, and -upon proper
measures to establish the rightsane liberties of the Colonies, upon a just and
solid . foundation, agreable to, the instructions given you by the. general
Assembly. . ' o : T ' _

* - Given under my hand and scal of the sajd colony, this_tenth day of
‘ August, in the year. of our Lord 1774, and the ldth of the -
[L.-s.] reign of his most sacred Majesty George the third,*By the grace -
of God, king of Great Britain, & so forth. . : '
Signed ' R

. : o ’ ] Wanrow.
By his honour’s command, :
* HeNRY WaRD, Secy.

! Bowdoin declined his appointment.
* Thomas Cushing.

v
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I‘OR CONNLCTICUT

In the House of chrescntatx\ cs of the Colon) of Conncctxcut

: . June 3d, 1774.

Whereas a congress of commissioners from thc several British colonies Ti—— -
America, is proposed by some of our neighbouring colonies, and thought
_necessary; and whercas it may be found expedient that such Congress should
be convencd before the next Session of this Assembly: -

Resolved, by this house, that the committee of correspondence be, and'
they are hereby empowered, on application to them. made, or from time to
time, as may be found necessary, to appomt a suitable number to attend
such congress, or convention of commissioners, or committees of the sev eral
Colonies in British America, and the persons thus to be chosen shall be; and
they are hereby dirccted, in behalf of this Colony, to attend such Congress:
-to-consult and advise on proper mc"lsmes for adv ancing the best good of the

‘ Colomos, and such conferencés, from fime to time, to report to this house.
.- Truc Extract & Copy from the Jourml of the house.
Attest
WiLnaa Wn.x.m MS, Clcrk’.

CoLony or CoNNECTICUT, 55,
' ' Niw Loxnon, July 13th, 1774,
At a meeting of the Commxttc:: of Cor rcspondcm ¢ for this Colom IR
« The honorable EsENEzER SILIMAN, Esqin the chair:

The hon®'® Eliphalet Dyer,{the hon®** William Samuel Johnston, Erastus
Wolcott, Silas Deane, and Righard Law, Esq™ were nominated pursnant to
~:~the act of the honoumblv H:‘use of chx esentatives of the said Colony, at -
their s¢ssion in May last, cither three of which are hercby authorised and
'cmpo“ercd in behalf of this kolon\ to attend the general Congress of the
colonies proposed to be held it Pluladdphn on the first day of September

+ next, or at such other time & place as shall be agreed on I)\ the Colonies,
to comult and advise with thel Commissioners or Comumittees of the several
- English Colonies in America,lon proper measures fot advancing the hest’
good of the Colonies. - .
- {Signed:) :

Ebenever Silliman, \\’ﬂlmn Williams, Benjamin P'l\nc Erastus
Wolcott, Joseph Trumbtll, Samuel 1, Pamom Nathan! Wales, jllll
leas Deano ; :

-

-

COLONY OF CONNEC’I’ICUT 5. E‘
! H,\RxerRD,Augu st[ ], 1774,
At a Mcctm(r of thc (oumuttcc of C'orrcqpondcncc for this co]ony
Erastus \\’olcot! C}nmhan. ; !
_ The honourable William Samuel Johnston, Lraétus Wolcott, and Rlchard
" Law, Esq™ nominated by this comnnttec at their mcotnw at New-London,
on the 13th of July last, as persons pmpcr to attend the general congress,
'to be held 4t Phxladelphn on the 1%t of September next, as by said appoint-
ment, being unable, by reason of preyious engagements and the statc of their.
health, to attend said Conurrcss “on Behalf of this colony; the hon®*° Roger

o

78 .

'

“;I\ T | 81

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



" Sherman, & Joseph Trumbull, Esq™ ‘were nominated in ,th.e.pléce'bf the
aforesaid gentlemen, as persons proper to attend said Congress, in behalf of .-

~

- this Colony, either of which are empovwered, with the Hon® Eliphalet Dyer,
and Silas Deane, Esq" for that purpose. - - S e
(Signed) . - : , . :

' _Williar?n Wil]iégﬁs,'..Benjam;n- Payne, Joseph Trumbixl]; Nath!

_ Wales, Jun, Sam! H..Parsons, S:imuel Bishop. 7

"""’"ﬂ&nr

; ' .. FOR NEW YORK: -
'5- By duly' certifyed polls, taken by proper persons, in seven wards, it
appears that -James ‘Duane, John Jay, Philip Livingston, Isaac Low, &
John Alsop, Esq were elected as Delegates for the City & County
of New York, to attend the Congress at Philadelphia, the first day of-
September next; and at a meeting of the Committees of several districts
hn the County of West-Chester, the same gentlemen were appointed to
irepresent that County. Also by a Letter from Jacob Lansing, Jun®; chair-
~ man, in behalf of the Committee for Albany, it appears, that that City &
County had adopted the same for "their delegates. By another letter, it
appears, - that the Committees from the several-districts in- the County of
Duchess, had likewise adopted the same as delegates to represent that
County in Congress, & that Committees of other towns approve of them as
their delegates. ‘ e ‘
By a writing duly attested, it appears, the County of. Suffolk, in the
Colony of New York, have appointed Col° William Floyd, to represent them
“at the Congress. .o - . .

“ FOR NEW JERSEY: . -

. To _]'anqu K\_i\nsey;' William Livingston, John D’hart, Stephen Crane, &
Richard Smith, Esg™ each and every of you P C R
The Commiittees,  appointed by the several Counties of the Colony of
-~ New Jersey, to nominate Deputies, to represent the same in the general
. congress of deputies from the other Colonies in America, convened at the
City of New Brunswick, have nominated and appointed, and do hereby nomi-.
- nate and appoint you, and each of you, deputies, to represent the Colony of
New Jersey in the said general congress. : . _
Inftestimony whereof, the Chairmen of the several Committees here met,
* have hereunto set their hands, this twenty third day of July, in the fourteenth .
* year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third; and in the year of
ourLord 1774. T _ Lo e
' (Signed) ST
William P. Smith [Essex County], Jacob Ford [Morris County],
John Moores [Middlesex County], Robert ‘Johnson, Robert Field,
Robert Friend Price; Peter Zabriskie [Bergen County], Samuel Tucker . - - -
[Hunterdon County], Edward Taylor [Monmouth County], Hendrick
- Fisher, Archibald Stewart, Thomas Andersor, Abra Brown, Mark
. Thompson. : ‘
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\ FOR PENNSYLVANIA-
» E\TRACT FRO\I VO'IhS OF THE ASSLMBLY
' Frioay July 22". 1774.a.m.

The Committee of the wholc house, taking into their most serious consid-

eration, the unfortunate differences which have long subsisted between
Great-Britain and the American Colonies, and been greatly increased by the

~ operation and cffects of divers late acts of the British Parliament:

Resolved, N. C. D. That there is an absolute necessity that a ‘Congress of "

Deputies from the several Colonies, be held as soon as conveniently may. be,
to consult together upon the present unhappy State of the Colonies, and to

- form and adopt a pl:m for the purposes of obtaining redress of American
_ gricvances, ascertaining American -rights upon the most solid and constitu-
tional principles, and for estabhshm’tr that Union & 'harmony between Great--

" Britain and the Colonics, which is mdxspcnsably ncu.ssary to the welfare and
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‘happiness of both. -

" EobEM pus,_ P.M.

The house resumed the consideration of the resolve fror the Committee
of the whole house, and, aftcr some “Hebate thereon, adoptmg and confirm-
ing the same,

Resolved, N. C. D. That thc hon?'® Joscph Galloway, spcal\er Samuel
Rhoads, Thomas’ leﬂm, Cha* Humphreys, John Morton, George Ross, &

Edward Biddle, Esqrs, be and they are hereby appointed. a“Comumittee, on

the part of this Province, for the purposes aforesaid, and that- they, or any
four of them, do meet such Committees or Delegates from the other Colonies,

as have been or may be appointed, either by their respective-houses of repre-

sentatives, or by convention, or by the provincial or Colony Commiitecs, at
such tmle and placc, as shall be generally agreed on, bv such Commxttccs

[

FOR THE THREE COUNTIES NEWCASTLE KENT, &
. "SUSSEX, ON DELAWARE: ‘

) August 1, 1774, A. M.

The Reprcsentatxvcs of the fxccmcn of the Government of the C‘ountxcs
of Newcastle, Kent, & Sussex, on Delaware, met at Newcastle, in pursuance

of circular letters from the Speaker of the house, who was requested to write
“and forward the same.to the several Members of Assembly, by the Commit- -

tees of corrcspondcncc for the several Counties aforesaid, chosen and ap- -
pointed for that among other purposes, by the frecholders and freemen of -
- . the said .Countics respcctxvely And having chosen a Chairman, and read

. the resolves of the three respective Countics, and sundry letters from. the
Cominittees of correspondcnce along the Contmcnt they unammouslv en-
tered into the following resolution, viz:

We, the representatives aforesaid; by virtue of the power dclcgated to us,
as aforesald taking into our most serious consideration the several - acts
of the Brmsh parliament, for restraining manufactures in his Majcsty s col-
onics and plantations in North-Amernca,——for taking away the property
of the Colomsts w1thout their partxcxpauon or consent, ——for the introduc-

gp . . 8
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tion of the arbitrary powers of excise into the Customs here,—for the mak-
- ing all revenue excises liable without Jury, and under the decision of a single .
dependant Judge,—for the trial, in England, of persons accused of capital
crimes, committed in the Colonies,—forv'the-shutting up the port of Bos-
ton,—for new-modelling the government of the Massachusefts-Bay, and the
. operation of the same on the property, liberty, and. lives of the Colonists;
! . and also considering, that the most eligible niodé of determining upon the
" premiscs; and of ‘endeavouring: to Jrocure relicf and redress of our griev-
ances, would haye been by us assembled in a Legislative capacity, but that
as the house had adjourned to the thirtieth day of September next; and it
‘" /is not to be expected, that his Honour the Governor would call us, by writs of
summons, on this occasion, having refused to do the like in his other Prov-
ince of Pennsylvania; the next most proper, method, of answering the ex-,
pectations and desires of our Constituents, and of contributing. our ‘aid to -
the general cause of America, is to appoint commissioners or deputies in
behalf of the people of this government, to meet and act with those appointed
by the gther. provinces, in general Congress; and we_ do, thercfore, unani-
mously%ominate'and ‘appoint Casar Rodney, Thomas M‘Kean, and George
Read, Esq™® or any two of them, deputics, on. the part and behalf of this
government, in a general continental congress, proposed to be held ‘at ‘the
t . cityof Philadelphia, on'the first Monday in September next, or at any other
tiine or place that may be generally agreed on, then and there, to consult
S and advise with the deputics from the other colonies, and (6 determine upon
" all such prudent and lawful measures, as may be judged most expedient for
the Colonics immediately and unitedly to adopt, in order to obtain relicf
for an oppréssed people, and the redress of our general grievances.
Signed by ordev of the convention, T

. CESArR Rop~Ey, Chairman.

w T FOR MARYLAND:

At a’ Meeting of the Committces appointed ‘by the several Countics
of the province of Maryland, at the 1City of Annapolis, the 22¢" day of ~
June, 1774, and continued by adjournment, from day to day, till the

25'" of the same month: ° ‘ .
Matthew Tilghinan, Esq” in the Chair: S .
” John Ducket, Clerk: -

Resolved, That Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, Junr, Robert

- Goldsborough, William Paca, and Samuel Chase, Esq™ or any two or
‘more of them, he deputies for this province, to attend a General Con-
‘gress of deputies from the Colonies, at such time and Place as may be

. agreed on, to effect one gencral plan of conduct, operating on the com-
mercial connexion. of the. colonies with ‘the mother country, for the relief .

* of Boston, and preservation of American liberty. ° : ‘

o

FOR VIRGINIA:

Monday the 1st of August, in the vear of our Lord, 1774.
- At a general meeting of Delegates from the different Countics in this -
' Colony, convened: in the city of ‘Williamsburgh, to take under “their con-
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North-America: '

- sideration the ﬁprcsehf‘cx_‘_itical' and alarming situation of ‘the Continent of
The Honourable Peyton Randolph in the-Chair: o S

It was. unan‘imously-'"resqlv‘cd';/tlm/'tit 1is the opinion of this meeting, -

“that it will be highly conducive to the secufity and happiness of the

- British ‘Empire, ' that -a general «congress of . deputies from all the

"'-\’M‘%M} quickly as the nature of ‘their situations will
- admit, tg. consider of the Imost—pref effectual manner of so oper-
ating orgl the commercial conncxizmm
: Country, as to procure redress for the much injured province: of g
Massachusetts-Bay, to secure British America from the ravage. and
ruin of- arbitrary taxes, and speedily as possible to procure -the return
" of that harmony and Union, so beneficial to the whole Empire; and so
'ardentlydesired by all British America. o : v
_ L Friday, August 5", 1774;
'The Meeting' proceeded to the choice of Delegates, . to represent this
Colony in general Congress, when the hon®e. Peyton Randolph, Rich-
ard Henry Lee, George \N{aShington,l-Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, -
Benjamin Harrison, & Edmund Pendleton, Esq™ were uppointed for that
purpose. ) '

FOR SOUTH CAROLINA: : SRR
In the commons, housc\ of Assembly, Tuesday, _the 2d day of Auguist,
: R . S 17740
‘Colonel Powell acquainted the house, that during the recess of this house,
viz: on the-6th, 7th & 8th days of July last at a general niecting of the.
inhabitants of this colony, they having under consideration the acts of par- -

. liament lately passed with regard to'the port of Boston and Colony of Massa-
chus'ctts-gay as well ds other American gricvances, had nominated.and ap-
pointed the hon®!* Henry Middleton, John Rutledge, Thomas|Lynch, Chris- -
topher Gadsden, & Edward Rutledge, Esq"* deputies on the part and behalf
of this Colony, to meet the deputics of the other Colonies of N' 'x;t‘lsl'f\merica,

* in general Congress, the first Monday in September next at Pll‘iladelphial, or
at any other time and place that may be génerally agreed on, 'there to coh-

- sider the acts lately passed,.and bills depending in parliament with regard to
the port of Boston and Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, which 'a‘L:ts- & bills in

9 the precedent and consequences affect the whole: Continent of America—

- also the grievances under which Ameérica labours, by reason of the several =~ .
acts of parliament that impose taxes or duties for raising'a reveiue, and lay
unnecessary restraints and burdens on Trade »and of the statutes, pariiamen-,
tary acts, and royal instructions, which make an invidious distingtion between

~ his majesty’s subjects in Great-Britain and America, with f_u;l"l power and - -
.authority to concert, agree to, and effectually prosecute such legal measures,
as in the opinion of the said-deputies, and of the deffutics so to be assembled,

“shall be:most likély to obtain a repeal of the said acts, and a redress of those
grievances: and tbercupon moved that this h&ils'e-do resolve to recognize,
ratify, and confirm said appointinent of the deputies for the purposes afore-
said. L A - C
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' ‘Resolved; N.-€C. D. That this house do recognize, ratify, and confirm the
- appointment of the said deputies for the purposes mentioned in the said
... motion. . _ ER s C

T vAttested, C . - i TuoMas Farr, Jun*® Clerk.

OO September 16,1774

. L., - FOR NORTH CAROLINA: | |
North-CaroIi,rga,' at ‘a general mcéting of deputies of the Inhabitants of

... this province; New' Bern, the: 25t day of August, Anno Domini 1774. ..

.. Resolved,; That ‘we approve thé proposal of a .general Congress; to be

* "held in the City of Philadelphia, on the twenieth day of September next, . ."
" then and theére to deliberate upon the present state of British America, -

~“and to take siich measures, as they may deem prudent, to effect the purpose

vialations. done under the sanction. ef public Althority.
L Resolved, That William Hooper, joseph Hewes, and- Richard Casweli,
'+ Esquires, and every of them, be deputies to attend such Congress, and they
* are hereby invested with such powers, as may make any acts done by them,"
. .y or consent given in behalf of this proyince, obligatory in honour upon every
=~ inh#bitant heredf, who is npt an alien to his country’s good, and an-apostate

. tothe libeities of Ameérica. . N .
.~ Signed,® . - | |
© o Attested, _ S
oot e Joun Harvey, Moderator.
' AnDRew KnNox; Clerk.
LY ‘ . , ' . -
.. N

. . ’ \ ' : 2 " 0 °.. . : ' ’
7. Settling Procedur:l ‘Questions and Establishing the Legal Bases of
test: John Adams, Notes of Debates (September 5, 6, 8, 1774).

Wher the delegat\é’.g convened on Se:pte'mber'S, they yuicklyisettlen
a place to meet—Carpeuters Hall—and elected officers, Peyidn Ray.-
dolph as president and Charles Thomson as secretary. They then groceeded
.+ to consider the knotty question of voting, “whether it should bd by Colo-

v nies, or by poll,.or by interests.” Patrick Henry (Visginia) arghed that it
... should be by numbersfigi\: position was that “Government id dissolved,”

‘- .and :the “distinctions between Virginians, Pennsylvanians, New. Yorkers,.

and New Englanders, are no nore. I am not a Virginian, but American.”

i~

" Besides, he contendedyit “would be great injustice if a li‘ti;/‘OJQny should

" have the saine weight in the councils of America as a great! one.” Thomas - - -

Lynch, Sr.(South Carolina), argucd the case for property asan independent

AR B

consideration and proposed that voting otght to be deternfined by “a com-

pound of numbers and prpperty.” But the impossibility of ascertaining “the ..

% ~“numbers of our people or the nalue of our trade”. m7§nt that after two

i - -

g

., of describing with certainty the riglits of Americans, repairing the breaches , -
.made in those rights, and for guarding them for the future from any such - -

©
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/ ' /
days of debate, the delegates agrecd wzth C hnsto[)her Gadsdeu, who could

‘not “see any way.of voting, but by Colbuu.s” T'his matter settled, Con- .
gress turned next-on Septembcr 8 to tlie intriguing quemon of the_ legal
bases of colomal rights, that is, as john/Adams put it, “what authonty we
» should concede to Parliament; wlu:ther we should .deny .the autlzonty of
Parliament infall cases; whether we should allow any autlzonty to it in our
internal affairs; or whether we should allow it to regulate the trade of the
empire with/or without any restrictibns.” No: oﬁiaal\rccord of debate was
i kept by thesCongress. But John Adiwns’ “Notes of Debates” provide some
.. srecord of who said what on these unportant qucstzom\The) are reprinted -
here from 'Edmund €. Burnett, ed., Letters of Members of the Continental
Congrcss/(1921) 1, 6—8 14—15 /20—22 ' ‘
’ * ox & * / % ‘ Cow _-x-l' *

K Se[;tcmber 5 1774.

5 M wday. At ten the dclcgates all met at the Clty Tavérn, and
walked to the Carpenters’ Hall, wkere they took a view of the roomn, and of
the chamber where is an excellent library; there is also a long entry where
gentlemen may walk and a convenient chamber. opposite to the library.
The general cry was, thj(t this was'a good room, and the question was
put, whether we were satisfied with this room? and it passed in the affirma-
tive. 'A very few were for the negative, and they were chicfly from
Pennsylvama and New York. Then Mr. Lynch arose, and said there was
a gentleman prcsv’m who had presndcd with great dignity over a very
respectable- society, -greatly to the adv antage of America, and he therefore '
proposed that the Honorable Peyton Randolph Esquire, one of the dele-
-, gates from Virginid, and the late Speaker of their House of Burgt.sscs,
should be appomted Chairman, and-he doubted not it would be unanimous. --

"The question was put, and he was unaniinously chosen.-

Mr. Randolph then took the chair, and the commissions of the delcgalcs i
were all produced and read.

Then Mr. Lynch proposed that Mr. Charles Thomson, a gcntlcm.m of
family, fortune, and character in this city, should be appointed Secretary,
which was accordlngly done without opposition, though Mr. Duane.and
Mr. Jay discovered at first an inclination to seek further.

Mr. Duane then moved that a committee sliould be appointed to preparc

regulations for this Congress.’ Several gentlemen objected.
o I theri arose and asked leave of the President to request of the m‘ntlcman
‘from New York an explanation, and that he would print out some par-.
ticular regulations which he had in his mind. He mentioned pamcularly
*he method of votmg, whether it should be by Colomcs, or by theé poll, or
bylnterests C

Mr. Henry thcn arose, and said this was the ﬁrst General Congress
which had ever. happened; that no former Congress could be a precedent;
that we should have occasion for more general congresses, and therefore
"that a precedent ought to be established now; that it would be great
. ' injustice:if a little Colony should have the same welght in the councils of
: ,\\ America asa great one, and theréfore he.was for a committec. :

‘\f.' L . N "'._ '87
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* bers, and others hav

.Is'the weight of a
~merely, or by the gmount of their trade, the quantity of their exports and -
imports, or by arnly compound ratio of both? This will lead us into such’

asagrcat one. ' s
'This is a’question of /great lmpontancc If we vote by Colonies, this

~'method, will be liable fo great incquality and injustice; for five small
Colomes, with one hur}ércd thousand people in each, may outvote four

large ones, each -of which_ has five hundred thousand inhabitants. If we
vote by the poll, somg/ Colonies have more than their proportion of mem-

s to ascertain the true importance of each Colony.

insupcrable djfficul
ﬁolonv to be ascertained. by the number of inhabitants

a field of, contfoversy as will grcatly perplex us: Besides, I question
whether'it is possible to ascertain, at this time, the numbers of our people
or the value of jour trade. It will not do in such a case to take each other’s
word it ought"to be ascertained by authentic evidence from records

" September 6, 1774

Mr Henry. Govcrnmcnt is dissolved. I‘lcets and armes and the present
state of things show’ that government is dissolv -ed. Where are your land-
marks, your boundanes of Colonies? We are in a state of nature, sir. I did

_ propose that a scale should be laid down; that'part of -North America which

-power.

was once -Massachusetts Bay, and that part which was once Virginia, ought
" to be considered as~having a weight. Will not people complain? Ten thou— .

" sand Vlrgmlans have not-outweighed one thousand others. « : v

I will submit, however; I am_determined to submit, if I am oerruled
A worthy gentleman (ego) near me seemed to admit thc nccessxty of

. obtaining a more adequate represcntatxon
I hope future ages will quote our proceedings with applause. It is one.

of the great duties of the democratical part of the constitution to keep

' citself pure. It is known in my Province that some other Colonies are not so .
numerous or rich as they are.-I am for giving - all the satxsfactlon in my -

i

--The distinctions between ergmxans, Penm\lvamans, New Yorkers, and
New Englanders, are no more. I am not a Virginian, but an American.

Slaves are to be thrown out.of. the question, and if the freemen can be .

represented according to their numbers, I am satisfied.

Mr. Lynch. 1 differ in one point from the gentleman from Virginia, that
is, in thinking that numbers only ought to determine the w cight of Colonies.
I think that property ought to be considered, and that it ought to be a com-
‘pound of numbers and property that should- determine ‘the “weight of the
Colonies. .

I think it cannot be now settled.

M. Rutledge. We have no legal authority; and obedxcnce to our determi--
nations will only follow the reasonabléness, the apparent utility and neces-"
sity of the measures we adopt. We have no.coercive or legislative authority.

Our const:tuents are bound only in horor to observe our determmatlons
. - o . . . "(
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-Gouvernor I ard Thcre are a great number of counties, in Vugmla, very
unequal in point of \\calth and numbels, vet each has a.right to send two
members. ! \ .

" Mr. Lec. But one ‘reason, \\luch prevails with me, and that 15,,that we
are not at this time provlded with proper materials. I am afnucl we are
not. o

Mr. Gadsden I t see-any way of \otmg,@but by Colomes

Colonel Bland. 1 agree with the gentleman (ego) who qpokc near me,
thdt we are not at present provided with, materials to ascertain the inpor-
tance of each Colony. The question is, whether the rights and libertics of
Amierica shall be contended for; or given up to arbitrary power.

* Mr. Pendleton. If the comunittee should find thenmiselves unable to ascer-
tain_the weight of ‘the ‘Colonies, by their numbers and Pproperty, they will
report this, and this will lay the foundation for the Congress to take some
other steps to _procure evidence of numbers and -property at some, future
time. 2
Mr. Henry. 1 agree that authcntlc accounts cannot be had, if b\ authcn-
ticity is meant attestations of officers of the Crown. :

I 5o upon the supposition that government is at an end. All distinctions
are threwn down. All America is thxown into onc mass. 'We must aim at
the minuitiae of rectitude.

AMr. Jay. Could I suppose that we came to fx anie an Amct ican constitu-
tion, instead of endeav ormq to corrcct the faults in an old one—1 can’t yet
think that all government is at-an end. The measurz of arbitrary power is
not full, and I. think it must run over, before we unclcntake to {ramne a new

LOnStltllt.lon
" To the vnrrue, spirit, and abllmcs of Vlrgmla, we owe much 1 should

o always, therefore, from inclination as well as _|ust1ce, be for giving Virginia

its full weight.
Ian: not

sc-small,

considaratio:

"hat we ought not to be bound by a majorit_v, though ever
aly mentioned; it as a mauter of danger, worthy of

's’cpt:’mbpr 8, 1774.

September 8. In the Commitice- for statmg rlghts, grlu ances, ancl means
of redress.

. Colonei Lez. The r‘ghts are bullt on 2 fourfold foundation; on nature, on
the British L()nStltuthD, on charters, and on immemorial usage. The Naviga-

tion dct, a Capu:aJ violation. :
“Mr. Jar, It s recessary 'to ‘recur to the law of nature, and the British

L

- constitution; to .iscernin our rights. The .f)nstltutlon of Great Britain w xll
not applv to some +f the charter rlghts

A mother couniry surcharged with inhabitants, they ha\c a.right to emi-
gratc It may be suid, if we leave our country,-we cannot lezve cur allegiance.
But these is no alluriance witheut protection. axi Hnugr‘.nw have a nght to

erect *¢":4it governmen. they please.
M. J Futled-e. Emigrant: would not have ; = fh' set 1 'hat con-
swutlon they plea.,c A subject ¢ ould not alienat his .dlervlancc '

* 89
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Lee.t" - : see why we should not lay our rights upon the broadest bottom,

the ground of nature. Our ancestors‘ found here no government.
Mr. Pendleton. Consider how.far we have a right to intecfere with rcgard

“to the Canada constitution. If the majority of the pevple there should be
. pleased with the new constltutxon, would not the people of America and
of-England have a right to oppose it, and prevent such a constitution being

establizhed in our nexghborhood'r’

Lee. It is contended that the Crown had nc - " ‘o grant such charters
as it has to the Colonies, and thérefore, we shal’ - . our rights on a feeble
foundation, if we rest them only on charters; nor ‘t weaken our objections
to the Canada bill.- ) ' '

Mr. Rutledge. Our claims, I thmk are w
tution, and not on the law of nature.

Colonel Dyer. Part of the country within the Canada bill is a conquered
country, and part not. It is said fo be a rule that the King can glve a
conquered country what law he pleases .

Mr. Jay. 1 ¢an’t think the British constitution mseparably attached to the

‘.. uided on the British consti-

.

" person of every subject. Whenceidid the constitution derive its authority?

from compact; might not that authorxty be given up by compact?

Mr. William Livingston. A corporatxon cannot make a corporation; char-
ter governments have done it. King can’t appoint a person to make a justice
of peace; all governors do'it. Therefore it will not 'do for America to rest

_ wholly on the laws of England

Mr. Sherman. The ministry coﬁtend that the Colomes are only like corpo-
rations in England; and therefore subordinate to the legislature of the:
kingdom. The Colonies not bound to the ng or Crown by the act-of

"“settlement, but by their consent to it. There is no other legislative over the

Colonies but their respective asserpbhes

‘The Colonies adopt the common law, not as the common law, but as the
highest reason.

Mr. Duare. Upon the whole, for grounding our rxghts on the laws zlnd
constitution.of the country from whence we sprung, and charters, without

‘recurring to the law of nature; biecause this will be’a feeble support. Charters .
"are compacts between the Cro“n and the people, and I think on this founda-

tion, the charter governments stand firm. .
England is governed by a lu{mted monarchy and free constitution. Privi-
leges of Englishmen were inherent, their birthright and inheritance, and

“cannot be deprived of them \\1(:1'10ut their consent.
Ochctlon that all the r1ghts of- Enghshmen will make us mdcpcndcnt I

hope aline thay be drawn to obviate this objection. .
Jumes was against Parliamént interfering with the Colonies. In the reign

: of Charles II; the sentiments of the Crown seem to have been changed. The

Navigatior Act was made; Massachusetts denied the authority, but made a
law te enforce it in the Colon’y

Lee. Life, and liberty whith is ncccssary for the security of life, can@t_b;_____

givén up when we enter into society:

Mr. Rutledge. The tirst {cmlgrants could not be considered as m a state .

of ndture; they had no rxght toelect a new kmg
RN j ¥
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Mr. Jay. I Have alwayz withheld my asseni « om .ue position that every
‘ : subject discovering land {does it) for the st n. « hich he belongs.
. - Mr. Galloway. I never could find the right: .. A.uericans in the distinction _
between taxation and legislation, nor in the distinction between laws foy
revenue and for the regulatior of trade. I have looked for our rights in t
law of nature, but could not find theni in a state of nature, but always in/a
state of political society. _ . _ '
I have looked for them in the constitution of the English governmgént,
and there foynd them. We may draw themn from this source securely.
Power results from the redl praperty of the society. The states of feece;
Macedon, Romg were’ founded on ‘this plan. Nonc but landholders/could.
B vote in thc/'éom/itia' or stand for offices. . o o
' English’constitution founded on the same principle. Ainong the/Saxons,
the landholders were-obliged to attend, @nd shared among thém the power.:
In the Norman period, the same. When the landholders could not I attend,
the representatives of the freeholders came in. Before the reign of Henry IV
an attempt was made fo give the tenants in capite a right to vbte. Magna
Charta—archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, and barons, ‘and tenants in . .
capite held all the lands in England.. . o A -
. It is of the essence of the English constitution that no laws/shall be bind-
ing, but’such as are made by the consent of the proprietors in England.
. How then, did it stand with our ancestors when they ¢ame. over here?
They could not be bound by any laws made by the British Parliament,
excepting those made before. I never could see any- reason -to- allow: that
we are bound to any law made since, nor could I ever mhake any distinction
between the sorts of law.’ . .
bt I have eves thought we inight - reduce our rights to/ one—an exemption -
from all laws made by British Pzﬁflizimcnt since the enfigration of our ances- -
" tors. It follows, therefore, that all the acts of Parliam t made since, are vio-
" lations of our rights, - - ' o : ’
"These claims are all defensible upon the principlgs even of our enemies—-_ .
Lord North himself, when he shall inform hinise:f of the true principles of
the constitution, etc.. . /
- I am well aware that iny arguments tend 6 an independency of the :
+"" . Colonies, and militate against the maxims that there must be some absoluté
' power to draw together all the wills and strength ¢ the empire. ///

~

8. A Plea for Restraint

. : : o hes
- Increasingly coniing ¢ . see kimself as the one ma.. v ho could woik cut
a suitable compionar., sei.cen Briainfand the colonies, Joseph Callpwa~ .
presented Coigiessi . nov “Plfn of Union” uu September 28, 1774.

7
dffairs, this plan ceiicd vyt srealizn of an “inferior and distinct branch
of the Britisic jegis:siur2” in tie coldnics to be composed of delegates-froni .
all of the continenial ¢oleries and Presided over hy a president general ap-
pointed by the King. The body way to iave jurisdiction ever gencral Ame- -

] /

Proposing to guuraric, - e ch coiody complete control over its mtﬁmal
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/- - " ‘can affairs. But acceptance by both the Britisl and the American Parliament

" would berequired before any measure respecting the colonies could go’into
effect. Tliis plan was only narrowly rejected by a vote of six colonies to five,”

.. but it was expunged from the journal at the insistence of some:of the more
radical delegates on October 22. Both the plan and John Adams’ notes of
the debates are printed here, the former from Journals of the Continental
Congress, I, 49-51, and the latter from Letters of Members of the Cont;ncntal

Congres.s,I 51-54. o ‘ : L

P ¥ o x* * * 7/ *
A THE GALLOWAY PLAN OF UmoN (SEPTEMBER 28,.1774)

That a British and f\mcncan kglslatu.c for lcuulatmgzhe admin-
istration of the general affairs of America, be proposed and established:
in America, mc:luclm‘r all the said colonies; \iithin, and under which ;
government, cach colon) shall retain its present constltutlon, and powers of

i
i
|
|
|

1

regulating and governing its own xntcmal police, in all cases what[solever.: -

That the said government be administered by a Presiden: General, 4o be’

appointed by the ng, and a grand Council, to be chosen by the Ro,)rmcnta- )

tives of the people of the scvcml co]omcs, in their respies: tive assembiies, once
in every three years.

That the several asseniblies shall choose membcrs for the grand councxl in _

\

the followmg proportions, viz.

* New Hampshire, . Delaware Counties.

' Massachusetts-Bay. = Maryland. . o
Rhode Island. -~ - - | Virginia. : . o
Connecticut. | . R North Carolina. -

. New-York. South-Carolina. !
. ... New-Jersey. . Georgia.
Pennsylvania. \ - ;o _ .
" Who shall meet’ at ‘the cxtv of / ) for thc first time,

~ his appomtment ¢
- That there shall be a new, election’ of ‘members for the Gmnd
‘every three years; and on the|death, femoval or resignation of any 1
his place shall be supplied by a new choice; at the next sxttm«r of A scmbly
of the Colony he represented. / >

That the .Grand: Council sh":l] meet once in cvcry yc'xr, xf t ey shall
thmk it necessary, and oftcner,cxf occasions shall require, at such i '
place as they shall adjourn to, at the last procc “lin.« mieeting, or as hey shall
be called to meet at, by the President-General, ~. aw'v emergency. ’

- That thg grand Conuricil shaII have power ©» choose their Speaker; ;(nd
shall hold ancl exercise all the like rights, liberties and privileges, As-are hdd '
and exercised by and in the’ HouSe of Commor. f Great-Britain,

_That the-President-General shall hold his ofice during the/pleas{xre of
the King, and his assent shall be requisite to ‘all acts of the Giand Council,
and it shall be his office’and duty to cause them to be carried irlto execiition.
~That-the President. General, by and with the advice and donsent of the

.“' Grand-Councxl hol&l and. e\erc:lsc all the legislative rights)‘powers, and - -
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authorities, necessary for regulating and administering all the gencral police

and afTairs of the: colonies, in which Great-Britain and the colonies; or any
s are in any manner

of them, the, colonies in general, or more than one colony
concerned, as well civil and criminal as commmercial. . .
That the said President-Cieneral and the Grand Council, be an inferior

and distinct branch of the British legislgture, united and incorporated with.

‘it, for the aforesaid gencral purposes; fand that any of the said general

regulations may. originate and be formed and digested, cither in the Parlia-

" ment of Great Britain, or in the said Grand Council, and being prepared,

transmitted to the other for - their approbation or dissent; and that the

- assent of both shall be requisite to-the validity of all such. general acts or -

‘statutes.

“That in time of war, all bills for granting aid to the crown, prepared
by the General Council, and approved by the President General,. shall be
valid and passed into a law, without the assent of the British Parliament.

/ ‘ . . "

; // B. Jou N Apams, Notrs OF Dinates ( Scptumhof 28., ]77‘4)

<+« « Mr. Galloway. The proposal I intended to make having been
opposed, T have waited to hear a more effectual one.” A general non-
mmportation from Great Britain and Ireland has been adopted, but I think
this will be too gracdual in its operatior for the relief of Bosion. A general
non-exportation I have ever looked on as an-undigested proposition. It is
impossible America can exist under 3 total ‘non-exportation. We, in this
Province, should have tens of thousands 6f peaple thrown upon the cold

hand of charity. Our ships would Jic by the wall, our seamen would be .

thrown out of bréad, our shiprights, ete. out of cmploy, and it would
affect the landed interest. It would weaken us in another struggle, which

- I'fear is too near. : .

To explain my plan, I must state a' number of facts relative to Cireat
Britain’and relative to America, I hope no facts which I shall state will be
disagrecable., . ' o o B

In;the <last war, .\merica was in the greatest danger of destruction,

"This was I “Id up by the Massachusetts. and by the Congress in 1754,

- o

arbiter between us. . L
Requisitions came over. .\ mimber of the Colonies give most exten-
stvely and’ liberally; others gave nothing or late. Pennsylvania gave late,

They said we are disunited - among ourselves. There is no indifferent

. o . * . > . .
not for want of zeal or loyalty, but owing to their disputes avith proprietors,

their disunited state. These delinquencies were handed up to the' parent

State, and these gaye occasion to the Stamp Act. . America, with the

- gteatest reason 2nd justice, complained of the StampfAct, ‘
Had they propased some plzn of policy, some negotiation heen set afoot;

it would have terminated in the most happy harmony hetween the two

2

countuies. They repealed thie Stamp Act, but they passed the Declaratory

Act. N . ) :
- ‘Without some supreme legislature, some conunen arbiter, you are not,

S

_say they, part of the State. - . s '
/,\ : . ) B . B . . ‘ . :
7 ,-—“\-— . . . . 1 e
o —_— 1
T .
. i S
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: I am as much a friend of lch_rty as gxiéfs’;"a.nd,'_qq man shall go further
"|in point of fortunefor in point of blood, than the man-who_now addresses

- you‘

wills and strength; distinction between a State and a multitude; a State i
animated by cz]nc soul. - o - ~
. As we are not within the circle of the supreme jurisdiction of the Parlia-
ment, we are independent States. The law of Great Britain does not bind
us in any case whatever. : Co S
" We want the aid and assistance and protection of the arm.of our mother
~country. Protection and allegiance are reciprocal duties. Can we lay ‘claim
to th= money and protection of Great Britain’ upon any principles of honor
- or conscienge? Can we wish to become aliens to-the mother state? :
We must'come upon terms with Great Britain. o -
Some gentlemen are not for negotiation. I wish I could hear some
reason against it.” . S ' .
The minister must be at twenty. or-thirty millions [expense] to enforce
his measures. : B ‘ : . B
"1 propose this proposition. The plan—two' classes of laws. I. Laws of
internal policy. 2. Laws in whi¢h more than one Colony are concerned—
raising money for'wzir.é\lo,one act can be done without the assent of Great
Britain. No one without the assent of America. A British American Legis-
Tature. - : T , S .
" Mr. Duane. As 1 mean to second this motion, I think myself bound to
" lay’ before the Congress my reasons.. New York thought it necessary to
" have a Congress for the relief of Boston and Massachusetts, and to do more,
. to lay a plan for a lasting accommodation with Great Britain.. o
~ Whatever may have been the motive for departing from the first plan of
* the Congress, I am unhappy that we have departed from it. The Post-office
.Act was before the year 1763. Can ive expect lasting tranquillity? I have
given my full assent to a non-importation and non-exportation agreement.
The right of regulating trade, froin the local circumstances of the
Colonies, and their disconnection with each other, cannot be exercised by
the Crlonies.-Massachusetts disputed the Navigation Act, because not repre--
" sented, but made a law of their own, to inforce that Act. Virginia did the . .
samg nearly. ' . _ B v
- T think justice requires that we should expressly cede to Parliament the
right of regulating trade. In the Congress of 1754, which consisted of the
greatest and best men in the Colonies, this was considered as indispensable.
" A civil war with America would involve a national bankruptcy. ‘
Colonel Lec. How did we go on for one hundred and sixty years before the
year 17632 We flourished and grew. This plan would make such chanees in
the Legislature of the Colonies, that I could not agree to it without consult-
ing my constituents, S : o : _
) Mr. Jay. I am led to adopt this plan. It is objected that this plan will
- alter our constitutions, and therefore cannot be adopted without consulting
constituents. Does this plan give up any one liberty, or interfere with any
one right? _ ' T : :

94" . .
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Mr. Henry. The original constltutlon of thc Colonies was founded on the
broadest and most generous base. The regulation of our trade was compcn-

" satjon enough for all the protection we ever experienced from her.

but throw them into the arms’of dn American Legislature, that may be

We shall liberate our (onstltu(-n;z from a cairupt House of Conunons,
bribed by that nation which avows] in the face of the wor]d that brlbcry

“is a part of her system of government.

Before we are obliged to pay taxes a§ they do, ]ct%s be as free as they,
"lét*us.ha\c our trade open with all the world."

We aré not., o consent by the rcpxcscnmtnca of rcpr(_scntatn es.

I ain‘inclined to'think the  present measures lead to war.

Mr. Edward Rutledge. 1 c.nm»-.\)lth an idea of gcttmq a bill of ngrhts
everv objéction. I think it almostapex"ect plan. =T~

Mr. Galloway. In every government, patrxarchal monarclual aristo-
cratical, or democratical, there inust be a supremne legislature. -

I kno“ of no Amerxcan .constitution; a Virginia constitution, a Ppnn-
sylvania censtitution we have; we are totally independent of each other. |

~and a plan of permanent relief. I think the -plan may be freed from almost

Every gcntlt-m s »nnl\s the Parliament ought to have the power dver
trade, because «cts it and us. Why then will we not declare it2

~ Because Pai 1 \Imlstr) is wicked and corrupt, and will take

advantage of su «ation to tax us, and ‘will- also reason (rom tus

acknow ledgmcnt to further power over us.

Anstver. We shall not be bound further than ive ac knowledge it.

Is it .not necessary that the trade of the empire should be lcqulatcd by
-some power or other? Can the einpire hold together without it? No. Who
shall regulate it? Shall the Legislature of Nova Scotia or Georgia regulatc it?
Massachusetts, or Virginia? Pennsylvania or New York? It can’t be pre-
tended. Our legislative powers extend no further than the limits of our
governments. Where then shall it be placed? There is a n(.ccssxt) that an
American Log'slaturc should be set up, or else that we should give the power
to Parliament or King. !

Protection, Acc,umsccncc. Massachusetts. Virginia.

Advantages derived from our commerce. .. -

.

9. Dcm'md for the Redress of Grievances: Declaration and Resolvcs (Oclo-
ber 14, 1774) : - o o, . .

On October, 14, Congress ado/)ted the fi /'rst of its six major state pa/)ers, its
Declaration and ‘Resolves, a resume of colonial grievances and a compre-
liensive statemers of ihe rights they claimed as Brztons residing in America.
It was more moderate in tone than many of the more radical delegates
would have preferrca. Yzt it explicitly denied that Parliament had any
authority over the colon.:’s,\l ough it did offer ta abide by commercial regula-
tions passed by Parliament for the good of the Dritish Empire as a whole.
The Declnratmn and Resolves alsn zndwah'd the intention o/ Congre - to
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’ enter into econonnc sanctlons against Britain in .an attem/)t to force th('

redress of Amencan gricvances.
* L * * e * . ¥

Whereas, since the close of the last war, the British ‘parliament, claiming

a power of right to bind the people of America, by statute in all cases what-

1" soever, hath in sone acts expressly imposed taxes on them, and in othcrs

[ under various pretences, but in fact for the purposc of raising a revenue,

\\\oath imposed rates and duties payable in these colonics, established a board

tion of~equrts of Admiralty, not only for collecting the said duties, but for
the trial of cuses merely arising within the body of a county.

And whereas, in “conscquence of other statutes, judges, who before held

- only estates at ml] in their offices, have been made depcndnm on the Crown
alone for their salarics, and smnqu armxcs kept in times,of peace:

And it has lately bccn resolved in Parha ent, that by force of a statute,
- made in the thxrt) -fifth vear of the reign of kin enry the cxghth colomsls
- may be tr:msportcd to Eng]and .and tried there upon accusations for trea-

" sons, and mxsprnsons or concealments of treasons commiitted in'the colonies;
and by a late statute, such trials have bcen directed in cases tﬁcrcm
mentioned.

And whereas, in the last session of par]mment three smtutos were made;
one, intituled “An act to discontinue, in such manner and for such time as
are therein mentioned, the landing and discharging, lading, or shipping of

e roods wares & mcrch:mdxsc at the town, and within the harbour of Boston,

,-|

in the provirice of Massachusetts-bay, in North-Amnerica;” nnothcr mtmx]cd

f\@'ln;ﬁoncrs with .unconstitutional powers, and e\tcndcd the jurisdic- -

© .“An act for the better reg lating the’ government of the provmcc ‘of the

- Massachusetts-bay in New England 7 and another, intituled “An-act for the -
xmpartml administration of justice, in the cases of persons questxoncd for
any act done by them in the execution of the law, or for the suppxcs:xon
of riots and twnults, in the province of the ~\Ia<snchusctts-bay in New-
hng]and ” And another §tatute {vas then made, “for making more effectual
provision, for the government of the province of Quebec, &c ” All which*
statutes are impolitic, unjust, and crucl, as well as_ unconsmuuana] and
most dangerous and destructive of Amcncan rights.

And whereas, Assemblies have been frcqucnt]y dissolved, contrary to the
rights of the pcople when they attempted to'deliberate on grievances; and
their ‘dutiful, humble, loyal, & reasonable: petitions to the crown for rcdxcss,
have been repcatcd]y treaied with contcmpt by his majesty's mmmers of
state:

‘setts- bav Rhode-island and Providence plantations, Connecticut, New-York,
New- ]crscv Pennsylvania, Newcastle, Kent and Sussex on Del.u\ are, \Inry-
Jland, Virginia, North Carolina. and South Carolina. justly alarmed at these
" arbitrary proccodmgs of parliamnent and administration, have severally
elected, constituted, and appomtcd deputies to meet and sit. i, al con-
gress, in the city of Philadelphia, in order to obtain such es. et ay
that their religion, laws, and liberties may not be subverted : '

‘Vhercupon the deputies so nppomted being now assembled, in'a full and
free representation .of these Colonies, ta]\mg into their most serious con-

o

9% o - C /.

The good people of the scwml Colonics of Ncw-]mmpslurc, Massachu-

-~
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sideration, ‘the best means of attmmnq the cncls aforesaid, (l , in the first

pla(e, as Englishmen, their ancestors in like cases have nsudllv done, for
asserting and vindicating their vights and lberticsy declare,

‘That the inhabitants of the English Colonies in North America, by the

m immutable laws. of nature,. the principles of the English constitution, and
the several charters or compacts, have the following Rights:

Resolved, N. C. D. 1. That they are entitled to life, liberty, & property,
and they have never ceded to any, sovercign power whatever, a right to
dispose of either without their consent.

Resolved, N. C. D. 2. "Fhat our‘ancestors, who first settled these colonies,

. were at the time of their emigration from the mother country, entitled 1o, ‘l”
the rights, Tiberties, and innmunities of free and natural- bmn sub]( cts, \\nhm
the reahn of England.

Resolved, N: C. D. 3. That by such emigration they b\ no mcans for-
feited, surrendered, or lost any of those: nghls. but that thc\' were, and their
descendants now are, cnutlcd to the exercise and enjoyinent of all such of
lh(\m, as their local and other Cn(umstan( ¢s enable th(-m to exerc ise and
enjoy. - '

Resolved, 4. That the foundation’of Enghsh Tiberty. an(l of all free govern-
> ment, is a right in the people to;Participate in their legislative council: and
as the English colonists are not roplcscntcd, and.from their local and other
circumstances, cannot properly be represented in the British parlianient,
they are entitled to a free and exclusive power of’ ]C"’lbl’lllﬂll in their several
provincial legislatures, where their right of xcprcscn(auon can alone be pre-
,scrvecl, Jn all cases of taxation and internal polity, subject onlv ‘to the
’," negative of their sovereign, in such manner-as has been heretofore used and
accustomed. But, froin the necessity of the.case, and a regard to the mutual
interest of both countries, we, cheerfully consent to the operation of such
acts of the British parliament, as are bona fide, restrained to the regulation
of our external commerce, for the purpose of securing the cominercial ad-
vantages, of the whole ewpire to the mother country, and the (ommex(ml,
benefits of its respective members; excluding every idea of taxation, internal
or external; for raising a revénue on the hllb_](!( ts in America, without then E

consent.
Resolved, N. C. D 5. That the respective colonies are entitled - to the
common-law of England, and more especially to the great and nu-stnnablo
privilege of-being tried by their peers of the vicinage, according to* thic -
course of that law. © ' .
Resolved, 6. That they are entituled fo the benefit of such of the Ln(rhsh
statutes as existed at the time of their colonization; and which they }n\e '
by experience, re%pectnel\afound to be apphcab]e to llwn several local and
othe‘r circumstances. -
Resolved,'N. C. D, 7. That these, his majesty’s colonies, are likewise
entitled to all the immunities and privileges granted & confirmed to then
by r (a] charters, or sccured by their several codes of provincial laws.
esolred, N. C. 1. 8. That they have a right peaccably to assemble, con- |
sider of their grievances, and petition the King: and that all"prosccuuons
prohibitory proclamations, and conimitments for the same, are |lle(ral
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 constitutional trial by a jury of the vicinage, by authorizing the

Resolved, N. C. D. 9. That the keeping a Standing army in these-colonics, RN
in times of peace, without the consent of the legislature of that colony, in
\\'hich'surl/l army is kept, is against law. o ’ o

Resolved, N. C. D. 10. It is indispensably hecessary to good government, . -
and rendered essential by the English constitution, that tle constitﬁen&t\ ‘
branches of the legislature be independent of.cach other; that, therefore, the - N
cxercise of legislative power in several colonies, by a council appointed, |
during pleasure, by the crown, is unconstitutional, dangerous, and de. truc- ,‘
tive to the freedomn of Anjerican legislation. . . . :_ . R S
_All and each of which the aforesaid deputies, in behalf of themselves and

.their constitueuts, do claiin, demand, and insist on; as their indubitable

rights and liberties; which cannot be legally taken from them, altered or

abridged by any power whatever, without their own consent, by their repre- ‘

sentatives in their several provincial legislatures. S :
In the course of our inquiry, we find many infringements and violations .

of the foregoing rights; which, from an ardent desire, that harmony and o

mutual intercourse of affection and interest-may be restored, we pass over

for the present, and proceed to state’sufh acts and. measures ds have been

adopted sirice’ the last war, which demonstrate a system formed to enslave -
America. : ' - R :
Resolved, N. C.'D. That the following acts of Parliament are infringe-
ments and violations of the righits of the colonists; and that the repeal of
them is essentially riecessary in order to restore harmony between .Great-
Britain and the American colonies, viz: - -
The several acts of 4 Geo. 3. ch. 15, & ch. 34.—=5 Geo. 3:..ch. 25.—6 Geo. .

| . 3.ch. 52—7 Geo. 3. ch. 41, & ch. 46.—§ Gag;ﬁ«»d'mlich_impose duties

for the purpose of raising a revenue in-Afnerica, extend the powers of the
admiralty courts beyond theirengient limits, deprive the American subject
of trial by jury, authorize the judges-certificate to indemmify the prosccutor 7
from dainages, th‘at he night otherwise be liable to, requiring oppressive -
security from a claimant of ships and goods seized, before he skall be allowed ~

- te-defend his property, and are subversive of American rights.

- Also the 12 Geo. 3. ch. 24, entituled “An act for ‘the better securing his
Majesty’s dock-vards, magavines, ships,\ ammunition, and \stores,” which
declares a new offence in America, and deprives the American ibject of a
%ial ofany” .
person, charged with the committing any offence described in the said act, & Ly
out-of the realm, to be indicted and tried for the same ir\any shire or county :

~ within the realm.

Also the three acts passed in the last session of parlianiciy, for stoppirig
the port and blocking up the harbour of Boston, for altering_the-charter & - e
government of the Massachusetts-bay, and that which is entituled “An act L
for the better administration of Justice,” &c. )

Alse the act passed in the same session” for establishing the Roman - =

' Catholick Religion in the province of Quebec, abolishing the equitable sys- —-

tem of English laws, and erecting a tyranny there, to the great danger, from
so total a dissimilarity of Religion, law, and government of the neighuouaring - . a

“British colonies, by the assistance. of ‘whose blood and treasure the said

country was conquercd fro:n Franca. ' : -
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.such army is kcpt is against law.

. . :

LN ‘

"Also the act passcd in the same session for thc better provndmg suitable

" quarters for officers and soldiers in his Maj(.st) s service in North-Anerical

Also, that the keeping a standing army- in’ sev eral of these colonu-s, in

time of peace, w ithout the consent of the legislature of that colony in which
-

To these gricvous acts and measures, Americans cannot submlt but m

hopes that their fellow buchcts in Great-Britain will, on a revision of them,

restore us to that state in which both countries fmmd happiness and pros-

perity, we have for the present only rcsolvccl to pursue the_following peace-.

able measures: .
Ist. to enter into a non-imiportation, non- consumptlon, and non-c\porm-

llO!l agreement or association.

2, To prepeare and address to the people of chat-Brxtmn an(l a memonal
to the inhabitants of British Arerica, & -

3. To prepare a loval address to his Majcst) agreeable to Resolutions
already entered into.” T ’

10 Economic Sanctions '

. 'Congre:: adopted its :econd major statc j)'z[u:, the ('ontmental Associa-
* tion, on October 18. T'his document committed the colonies represented to”

a nonimportation, nonexportation, and noncourum[)tzon ‘agreement until
Britain changed its policy towards the colonies. ‘Nonim portation of all
British goods was to brgm on December 1, 1774, and nonconsumption -on
March I, 1775, but nonex[)ortalzon at the insistarice of the southern staple-

‘exporting colonies, was po.rt[zoned until September'10, 1775. The Association

further pledged the colonntr to “encourage frugality, economy, and ‘indus-
try” .and “dz:courage every species of extravagance and dissipation” and
threatened any colony that did not adhere to the agreement with economic
boycott. To enforce these regulatzon: the Association prowded for the
election of committees of safety in every community to “observe the con-
duct of all persons touching the association;” make public. all violations,
and “break off dealings” with the violators. Some of the debates on this
question, as recorded by Jokn Adams, are reprinted below from Letters of
the Continental Congress, I, 48-50, and the Association is reprinted Irere

from Journalsof the Contmcntal Congress, I, 75-80. '

* * * * * *. *
\ " -

A. Jonv Apams, Notes oN Dr; BATLS (S(.ptcmber 2b—')7 1774) |
Mr. Let’ made a motion for a non- 1mportanon A \'\
Mr. Mifflin. The first of Novemnber ouuht to be fixed ; for no honcsg orders
were sent after the first of June. Orders are generally sent in April an(l Mav
But the intention was known of a non-itnportation, - :

Colonel Bland. L think the time ought to be fixedl, Avheén goods are s‘npp: d
in- Great Britain, because a shlp may have a long vovage.

Mr. Gadsden. For the first of November: we may be deccived and de-

fraud(.d if we fix the'time, when "OOdb are shlpped S
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Colonel Lee. Tnvoices have been antedated. i .
Mr. John Rutledge. 1 think all the ways and nieans should be proposed.
Alr. Mifflin proposes stoppage of flax-seed and lumber to the”West Tadies,
and non-infportation of dutied articles; t6 commence 1 August, 1775.
_ Mr. Chase. Force, 1 apprehend, s out of the question in 9(1/' present
_inquiry. In 1770, the amual tax was thirteen millions; last. year it was only
- “ten millions. Land tax, malt tax, perpetual funds, amount to/only ten mil-
lions. They are compelled to raise ten millions in time of peace: S
The emigrations from Great Britain prove that they are taxed as far as
they can bear. A total non-importation and non-c.\'portatiqr'i to Grreat Britain
and the West Indies must produce a national bankruptcy, in a very short
‘space of time. The foreign trade of Great Britain is but four niillions and a -
half; as great'a man as ever Britain produced caleulated the trade with the
Colonies at two millions, I believe the importation to the Colonies now rep-
‘resented, may be three inillions. A non-exportation amwounts to three millions
more, and the debt due to four millions. T'wo thirds in the Colonies are
clothed in British manufactures. Non-exportation of vastly more importance
than a non-importation¥ it affects the inerchants as well@E manufacturers,
7. .the trade as well as the revenue. Sixty thousand hogsheads of tobacco. Two - -
hundred and twenty-five British-ships einployed.. : .
I am for a nnn-c.\'po'}‘t:gion of lumber to the West Indies immccliﬁitc]_\'.
The importance of the*trade of the West Inclies to Great Britain almost.
. ~exceeds caleulation. The sugar carries the greatest revenue : the rumn a great
deal. Ifyou don’t stop the lumber inunediately,. vou can't stop it at.all, If it
" takes place immediately, they can’t’senil home their next year’s crop..
A non-exportation at a future day ciinnot avail us. What is the situiition
of Boston and the Massachuisetts? e S . . )
A non-exportation at the Virginia (];',1_}}!\\'”1 not operate hefore the fall
of 1776. I would not aflect the trade of thic Colonies to the Mediterranean

or other parts of t}]c'.world. :
. Tam for a more distant day than thefirst of November. o .

AMr. Lynch. We want not only redress, but speedy redress. The mass‘can’t

“live without government. T think, one .\:I_car. Notliing less than what has béen
proposed by the-gentleman last speaking, will put the Colonies in the statesT
wishi'tosee them in. I believe the Parliainent w'c]mlrl grant us immediate relief.-
Bankruptey would be the consequence if they did ot .

AMr. Gadsden. By saving our owi liberties, e shall'save these of the West
Indics. T am for being ready, bt I Am not for. the: sword. The only way to
prevent the s'wd.“(‘l frox'n l)c;i?gég{%iﬁti;.is to have it ready. o : o

Though the ergimans‘?r‘cét,lpcl up, T would be for doing it without them.
Boston and New England ¢an’t hold out."The éountry will be deluged in
blood, if we don't act with spirit. Pon’t let America lgok at this mountain and-
Tet it br'in‘g-fortha mousc. : T e :

Mr. Chase. We can’t come into a-nor éxport:itiég, immediately, without

e

Virginia. ; L
Mr. Cushing for a non-importation; ‘non-exportation; zricd ‘non-consump-
tion: and immediately-. i . ,

Colonel Bland. It has been our gloky——- . ,

i
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Mr. Hooper We make some tobacgo I was mstrugtcd to protest agamst
petitioning alone. Thar,’ pitchi, “and turpentine, we can slnp nowhere but to
Great Britain. The whole of the subsistence of the people in the sonthern
ports is from-nav al stores. Great Britain cannot do without naval stores from
North Carolina. Ay e

Mr. Edward Rutledge. A gcntlcman from thc dthier end-of the reom mll\ccl
of gencrosity. True equallty is the only public gcncrosnt) It Vlirginia raises .
wheat, instead of tobacco, they will not suffer. Our rice is“an:enumerated
commodity. We shall, ‘therefore, lose all our trade. 1.am botl 5
mlporlatlon and non- c\portatlon to tal\c placc mlmcdmtclv :

M. Jay. Ncrrotlatxon suspension of;commcrcc and war, are thc only thrLL ‘
_ things. War is, by general consent, to be waved at present. I am for negoua-
.'»' - tion, and suspension of commerce:. .

"y Colonel Lee. All considerations of interest, and. of cqua'htv of sacnﬁcc,

should be laid aside. ) .,
- Produce. of the othcr Colonies is c:uncd to marl\ct in the same \car,‘

- when it is raised, even rice. Tobacco is not until the next year.
- My Sullwan We export asts, boards, plank, {ish, oil, and some
potash. Ships we load with- lumber for the West Indies, and. thence carry
sugar to England, and pay ‘our dcbts that way. Every kind of lumber we
eexport to the West.Indies. Our lumber is made in thc \\mtcr Our shxps
sailinJanuary or February for the West Indies.
Colorzel\D;%Thcy have now drawn the sword, in order to execute
their plan of subduing Amnerica; and I imagine thC) will not sheathe it '
but that.next sumnier will (]LCld(. the fate of America, To withdraw 'lli\{
' commcrci with Great Britain at once, would come upon' them° like -a-
thunderglap. By what I heard vesterday, Great Britain is much Snore in
our pow reth;ln I expected;—ihé masts from .the northward, thwna\al
stores frﬁff‘Nox thrf2avolina.
 We ale stru),gh\x g fer.the liberties of the West Indics and of lhc prople
of’ Great Bnlali‘l as-well as dur own, .and perhaps of Europe.
.. Stopping the ftax-seed to Ifeland would greatly distress them.
. o M ushmg Whoever considers the present state ‘of- Great Britain a1 1
Sy ~ America, mnust sec the necessity of‘spirited nicasures. Great. Britair
= < _drawn the sword against us, and nothing pxc\cnla her sheating i
- bowcls, but want of sufficient force. : .
1 think it absolutely necessary to agree to a non-import
‘exportation immediately. » ' :
AN

fon and .non-

! - 1.

B. Tur ConminenTar Associariox (Octéher 20, 1774)
We, his majesty’s mast loyal subjects, the dele@ates of the séveral colonics
of New-Hampshire, »\«Iassachusctls-Bay, Rhgde-Island, Conuerticut, New-
York, Neiv-Jerséy, Pcnm\lvania; the threé lower (puntm of New-Castle,
“Kent and Sussex, on Delaware; Marylafd, \’u(rmm,,.x Nofth-Carolina, and

South-Carolina deputed fo represent them in a conlmqnlal C‘ongrcss held
in the city of Philadelphia, on the )t’( day of SLplen l);ﬂ‘, 177 4, monmq our
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. . . . o\ . . . . ol T
. . 'present unhappy snluall(\n of our alfairs is occasioned by . ruinous™sys-*

. O ?\_J" E . :
,al]ggnng o3lis‘majesty; our affection and regard for our ‘fellow-subjects’;”
i Greats Bittain® ind” eliewhere, affected with” the deepest anxiety, and
mast alavining appichéhsions, n}'tlm.s'c.g.r‘(cva'ncés and distresses, with which
~ his Majesty's American subjects are opptessed; and having taken ungler our .
most serious deliberation,” the state ‘off the whole continent, find; that tlie

tem of colony administriltion, adopted by the British ministry about the'™,
year 1763, evidently caléufated for- inslaving these colonies, andt; $vith theh,’
the British cmpire. In prosccution of which systen, various acts of parlia-
ment hdve been passed, for raising a revenue in America, {r_depriving
th: American subjects, in many instances, of the constitutional 't'xlw"z,ll'h'by
jury, exposing their lives to danger, by directing a new and illegal trial
beyond the seas, for crimes alleged to havie been committed in America:
and in prosccution of the same system, several lité, cruel, and oppressive
acts have been passed, respecting: the town of Boston and the Massachu-
“Setts-Bay, and also an act for extending the province of Quebec, so*as to
border on the western frontiers of these colonics, establishing an arbitrary-"

~.government therein, and discouraging the settlement of British subjects in
that wide extended country: thus. by the influcnce] of civil principles and
ancient prejudices; to dispose the inhabitants to act with hostility against the
free Protestant colonies. whenever a wicked ministry. shall chuse so to di-
rect them. s . . o :

To obtain redress of the gricvances, which threaten destruction to the
lives. liberty, and property of his majesty’s subjects, in North America, we are
of opinion, that a non-importation, non-consumption; and non-exportation
agreement: faithfully adhered-to, will prove the most speedy, effectual, and
peaceable measure: and, therefore, we do. for ourselves and the inhabi-
tants of the several colonies, whom we represent, firinly-agree.and associate,
under the sacred ties of virtue, ronour and love.of our country, as follows:
~ 1. That from and after the first day of December’ next, we' will ‘not

“import, into British America, from Great-Britain' or Ireland; any’ goods,
wares, or merchandise whatsoever, or from any other place; any such goods,.
- wares, or merchandise, as-shall have beén exported from Great-Britain or -
. Treland ; nor will we, after that day, import any East-India tea from any part
- of the world; nor any molasses, syrups, paneles, zofTce,. or piincs&o, from the
British -plantations or from Doininica; nor wines froni Madeira, or the
Woestern Islands: nor foreign indigo. . ’ , o

2. 'We will neither import nor purchase, any slave imported after the first
“day of December next: after which time, we will wholly discontinue the slave
trade. and will neither be cencerned in it ourselves, nor will we: hire our
vessels, nor sell our connmnodifties or manulactures to.those who are concerned

3. As a non-corisumption ngrccmcnt,,strictl\y\ad\hcred to, will be an
effectual sccurity. for the observation of the n0n~impox\'t‘alion,-\\'c, as above,
solennly agree and associate, that, from this day, we will not purchase or
use any tea, imported on accerut of the East-India company, or any on which
a duty hath been or shall be.paid ; anel from and after the first dayof March ~
‘next, we .},:-."'ill not purchase or use any East-India tea whatever: nor will’

- we, nor shall any person for or under us, purchase or usé any of those goods,
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wares, or mcrchanrlﬂc we have agreed not to import, \\glnch e shall know,
or ha\c cause to suspect, were imported after the first day of December,
except such as come under the rules and directions of the tenth ar tlclc ere-
after rientioned. - : : .

4.. Thezearnest .desire we have, nqt ‘to injure our fcl]ow-subjt.cts in
Great-Brit in, Ireland, or. the West-Indies, induces us to suspend a non-

. cxpouatlou, until the tenth day of Septeinber, 1775; at which time, if the

\
_j‘lld Atts anxl parts of acts of the British parliament herein after mentioned
are not xcpea]Ld we will not, directly or mdu(‘Ltlv export any merchandise

~dr commodlt) whatsOC\cx to (-lc7lt~Br1tam Ircland or the Woest-Indies,

except rice to Europe. . . ¢ b ki

5. Such as arc merchants, and use the Brmsh and Irish trade, will’ gw
orders, as soon as |5stnblc ‘to their factors, agents and correspondents, in
Great:Britdin and Ircland, not to ship any goods to then, on any pretence

- whatsoever, as they cannot be received in America; and if any mcxch'mt,

residing in Great-Britain or Ircland, shall dircctly or indirectly ship any

[
'

goods, wares or merchandise, for America, in order to break the said-non-
. iinportation agrecinent, or in any manner contravenc the same, on such'

unworthy conduct being well attested, it ought to be made pubhc and, on
the samg being so done, we will not, from thenccfox th, have any commercial

" connexion w 1th such mcrchant

- gloves and scarves at funerals. -
9. Such as are-venders of goods or mcrchandlsc wnll not take advan- '

6. That such as are owners of vessels will give positive orders to their

captams or masters, not to receive on board their vessels any goods prohibited

}bv the 'said non-importation agrccmcnt on pain of mmlcdmtc dismission

from their service.
7. We will use our utmost cndca\ouls to nnprow thc breed of shccp and

increase their number to the greatest extent; and to that end, we will kill
them as scldom as may be, especially those of the rmost profitable kind; nor

will we export any to the West-Indies or elsewhere; and those: of us, who
p ;

arc or may become overstocked with, or can convenicntly sparec any shcc]),
will dlsposc of them to our ncxwhbours, especially to the poorer 'sort, on
moderate terms. ;|

8. We ‘will, in éur several stations, enc our'lgc frugality, ec onomy, and"
industry, and promote agriculture, arts and the manufac tures of this coun-
try, cspccmlly tha{ of wool; and will discountenance and (hscoungc every
species of extravagance.and dissipation, especially all horse-racing, and all .

- kinds of gaming, dock-fighting, exhibitions of shews, plays, and other expen-,

sive diversions zmd entertainments; and on the death of any relation or
friend, none of us} or any of our f'mnhes will go into any fu zther moummg- ‘

dress, than a black crape or ribbon on thc arm or hat, for gentlemen, and a~
black ribbon and|necklace for ladies, zmd we wnIl dlscontmuc ‘the giving of

i

tage of the scarcity of goods, that may be occasioned by this association,
but wiii, -ell the same at the rates we have been respectively accustomned
to do, for twelve months last past—And if any vender of goods or merchan-
clisc shall sell any such goods on higher terrus, or shall, in any manner, or by

any device whatsoeversvjolate or depart. from this agrecement, no person

'
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ought, nor will any of us deal with any such person, or his or her factor. or
agent, at any time thereafter, for any commmodity whatever. .
.~ 10. Tn case any merchant, trader, or other person, shall import any goods

T -or merchandise, after the first dayv of December, and before the first clay of

o

Kot

Nod

"TFebruary next, the same ought forthwith, at the clection of the owner, to be
either re-shipped or delivered.up to the comimittee .of the county or'town,
wherein they shall be imported, to be stored at the risque of the importer,

until the non-importation agreement shall cease, or be sold Tnder the di-«
rection of the committee aforesaid ; and in‘the last-mentioned case, the owner -

or owners of such goods shall be reiinbursed out of the salés, the first ¢ost and
charges; the profit, if any, to-be applied towards relieving and employing

-such poor inhabitants of the town of Boston, as are immediate sufforers

- by the Boston port-bill: and a particular account of all goods so returned,

_stored,” or sold. to be inserted in the public papers; and if any goods or
.merchandises shall be imported after the said first day of February, the same
ought forthwith to be sent back again, without breaking any of the packages
thereof. - T . :

.-~ 11. That a committce be chosen in every county, city, and town, by
those who are qualified to vote for representatives in the legislature, whose
business it shall be attentively to observe theé conduct of all persons touching
this association: and when it shall be made to appear, to the satisfaction of

a majority of-any such committee, that any person within the limits of their -

appointinent has violated this association, that such majority do forthwith
cause the truth of the case.to be published in the gazette: to the end, that all
sucli foes to the rights of British-Anterica may be publicly: known, and uni-
" versally contemned as the enemies of American liberty; and thenceforth we
respectively will break off all deaings with him or her. o
.12, That the committze of correspondence, in the respective colonies, o
- frequently inspect the entries of their custom-houses, and inform each other,
- from’ time to time, of the truc state thercof, and of every other material
circumstance that may occur relative to this association. .
*13. That all manufactures of this country be sold at reasonable prices,
'so that no undue advantage be taken of a Tuture scarcity of goods.

14. And we do further agree and resolve, shat we will have no trade, -
.commerce, dealings or” intercourse  whatsoever, ivith any colony or
‘province, in North-Amnerica, which shall not accede to, or which shall
hereafter violate this association. but will hold themn as unworthy of the
rights of freemen, and as inimical to the liberties of their country.

And ‘we do solemnly bind ourselves and our constitutents, under ihe .

ties. aforesaid, to adhere "to this association, until such parts of “the
several acts of parliament passed since the close of the last war, as
impose or continue duties on tea, wine. :molasses, - syrups, paneles, cof-

fee, sugar, pimento; indigo, foreign paper, glass and painters’ col;

ours imported into America, and extend the powers of the admiralty
courts: beyond their gncient limits, deprive the American subject of
trial by jury, ziuthorizc\thc Judge’s certificate to indemnify the prosecutor

.. .from damages, that he ‘might otherwise be liable to from a trial by his

peers, require oppressive security from a claimant of ships or-goods seized,

before he shall be allowed to defend his property, are repealed.—And- until

R 1



iring hxs maje a/t) s doc l\-\dl(lb n tg.;a/xm.s slups, ammumlxon, and stores,”
y \\'guch any persons ('h.uscd \\nh conunitting any. of the oflences thcu_m
described, in Aiherica, niay be tried it any shire or country within the realm,
E xsxepcalcd—and until the four acts, passed the last session of parliament, viz.
y<that for 'stopping the port and blocking up the harbour of Boston—that
Jor altering the charter and government of the Massachusetts-Bay—ancl,
_that which is entitled “An act for the better administration of justice, &c."— -
. and that. “for extending the limits of Quebec, &c” are repealed. And we
sk' recommend it to the provincial conventions, and to the committees in -
‘»“‘the respective colonies, to cst';bhslx such farther regulations as they may thml\
proper, for carrying.into exegution this association,

The foregoing associatigh. bcmg determined, “upon by the Congress, was
orclered to be subscnbed bv the several membeis thereof’; and thereupon, we
have hereunto sect our xtspccmc nanes accordingly.

IN CONGRESS, PHILADI‘LP}II\ October 20, 1774,

Signed, * . . Pryron Raxvorru, President.
n° Sullivan . . . Kinsey.
New Hampslmc {lllath'” Folsom ~ =~ , {Vil: Livingston
| ‘Thomas Cushing ~ New Jersey Stept Crane
Massachusetts [Sam Adams .' Ricly* Sniith
ay John Adains - : "+ | Jolhin Dec Hart
’ Robt Treat Paine : © [ Jos. Galloway
b _ - |Step. Hopkins John Dickinson
Rhode Istand tgain; Ward . : Cha Fhumphreys
= “~ . [Elipht Dyer - Pennsylvania Thoinas Mifflin
Cdénnecticut - Roger Sherman- . - E. Biddle
P Silas Deane { John Morton C
g /' . Isaac Low. . o . |Geo: Ross .
John Alsop The Lower” Ciesar Rodney e
John Jay . Counties '{Tho. M:Kean 7
e York Ja* Duane : New Castle  |Geo: Read
ew o Phil: Livingston ‘ : Mat Tilghman
* W™ Flovd . N Th® Johnson Iunr
Henry Wisner Mm"\lm?d l W Paca -
, \S: Boerum - Samuel Ghase
E .
) o
J
3 ‘ i
S

11. The ;\i)pea]s of Congress

"'bzgjgzg the final days of Congress, the delegates adopted four additional
state paf crs. On October 21, 1774, they gave their approval to an “Ad- .
dress to the Peo[)le of Great-Britain,” a call to'the p('o/)le of Great Britain -
to ]ozn them in their e{]ort: to rcrurwretlres; o/ Amer{can gricvances, and .

a “Memorial to-the Inhabitants of sthe Colonies” re;)" sented at the Con.
‘. gress, which explained the measuris adopted by Condi¢ss.and appealed for -
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: L}g-"\—'/‘/{ublic support. Five days flater on October 26, the delegates also acce[‘;‘li;'d\
== "tan “Address to the Inhabifants of the'Province of Quebec,” a pleaforsupport -
-ome that was subscquently semt to all of those continental colosies not repre-
‘A sented in Congress: Georgia, East Florida, West Florida, Nova Scotia, and
§t. John. Finally, on the same day, they approved the “Petition to the
King,”. which set forth all of the gricvances listed in the Declaration and |
- =+~ Resolves and asked thatithe King’s “authority and interposition mnay be used -
2 for our relief.” Thesc four documents are reprinted here from Journals of
the Continental Cong/rcss, 1, 81-101, 105"—113, 115~121.

T ' * . % ) " * "%

-
A o,

*A. ADDRESS To Tifi: ProrLy Q}l‘_G.Rr-‘.}\'r-nm"r.\j’N"(Oc:t’c;bc'li?ql‘,”i'7'74)

To the people of Great-Britain, ffom °thb-(1cl('gatr.r appointed by the scveral
English- colonies of z\’r’zt'-H(}n_z/).vhire, A'fa.r.mcltn.wrtt.r-Bay,~Rlzodc-1.rlmz(1
and Providénce Plantations, Cm'mcrticnt, New-York, New-Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, the lower counties on Delaare, Maryland, Virginia, North-
Carolina, ard South-Carolina, to,consider of their gricvances in general
Cc,‘{zgrc.rs, at Philadelphia, September 5th, 1774, '

FriENDS AND FELLOW SUBJEGTS, -, S -

WHEN a Nation, led to greatness'by the hand of Liberty, and possessed of
all the glory that heroism, munificence, and humanity can bestow, descends _'
to the ungrateful task of forging chains for her Friends and Children, and
instead of giving support to Freedom, turns advocate for Slavery and Oppres- °

. " sion, there is reason to stispect she has cither ceased to be virtuous, or been
extreincly negligent in the appointment of her rulers. ' R SR

In almost cvery age, in repeated:conflicts, in long and bloody wars, as well
civil as forqigfn,'ngninst many and powerful nations, against.the open assaults
of enemies; and the-more dangerous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants
«of vour island, your great and glorious ancestors, maintained their independ-.
encc and transmitted the rights of men; and the. blessings of liberty to you_
their posterity.  ~ ~ ' s T o . |

Be not surprized thercfore, that we, who are descended: from. 'the same -

- common ancestors; t.at we,-whose forefathers participated in-all the rights,
the libertics, and the constitution, vou so justly boast [of], and who haie care* .~ -

r
X

fully convéyed the same fair inheritance to us,;guarantied by the plighted = 1
faith of government and the most solemn conipacts with British Sovercigns,.
should refusc to surrender them to:men, who found their ciaims on ne prin-
‘ciples of reason, and.who prosccuté them with a design, that by having our
... lives and property.in their ]'fc'iy__\'g‘r,_)tl1cy may with the greater facility enslave
you. - o Vi ' -
" -"“The caise of Amcrica is ~no\\\\' the object of universal attention: it has at
Ie“rjgth,becomc very serious. This unhappy couritry-has not only been op-.
_..pressed, but abused and misrcﬁfcscnted iand the duty we owe to’ ourselves
~ and posterity, to vour interest, and the general welfare of the Briﬁsh empire,
~leads us to address you on this very. importantsubject. .- : :
Know then, That we consider ourselves, and do insist, that we are and
ouglit to be, as free as our fellow-subjects in Britain, and that no power on
carth has a right to take our property from us without our consent.’ :

o
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e}’ : ,« "'A(hu’ . 4 .
L Fhat! we_claim nll the benefits secmcd to the subject l)v the ]*n;,llsh -

¢ ‘.(:bnstxtutxon_. and particularly that inestimable one- of trial by jury. v -
& That we hold it essential to” English Liberty, that no man be con-
=" denined unheard, or punished for supposed offences, without having an op-

&, portunity of making his defence, - - :

& T lmt we think the Legislature of Great- Britaiu is not authorizéd by the
(‘onstmmon to establish -a religion, fraught with sanmnn.m"'md nupious
tcnets,u;‘)r, to erect an “arbitrary formn of government, in an\‘?,qu.nlm of the

v globe"These rights, we, as well as you, deem sacred. And vet: sacred as they
are, thC\ have, with many others, been repeatedly 'm(l flag anll\' violated.

Are not the Pmpm-lors of the soil of Great-Britain, Lords ol' their own
pxopcm' can it be taken from them without their u“pns(nl3 will they vield
it to the arbitrary disposal of an) man, or number of - mdn wh'lt(.vcr?——\ ou

v .,-

know they will not. .

Why then are the Proprictors of the soil of \mcnm R-ss Lords of their ;
property than you are of yours, or why should they subnnt 11 to the disposal
of your Parliament, or any other Parliament. or Council iii"the wor 1d, not
of their clection? Can the intervention of the sea that divides us, cause
disparity in rights, or can any reason be given, why anhsh subjects, who B
live three thousand miles fromt the roval p'l]'l(‘(‘ should enjoy less hbm ty than
those.who are three hundred miles distant front it? : :

Reason looks with indignation on such distinctions. and l'rccmcn can never
perceive their propriety. And, vet, iowever chimerical and unjust such dis-
criminations are, the Parliament assert, that they have a right to bind us in
all mscs without exception, whether we consent or not ; that they may take
and use our property when and in what manner thcv ph-nsv' that we-are
pensioners on their bounty for all that we possess, and can hold it no Iongu

“than they vouchsafe to permit. Such declarations we consider as heresies in
FEnglish politics, and which can no more operate to deprive us of our prop--
erwy, than the interdicts of the Pope can divest Kings of sceptres which the
laws of the land and the voice of the peoplc have placcd in their hands. ;

"At the conclusion; of the late war—a war rendered glorious by the
abxlmes and mtegnt) of a Minister, to whose eflorts the British éinpire
owes its safety and its fame: At the conclusion of this war, which was suc-
cecded by an inglorious peace, formed under the auspices of a Minister of
principles, and of a family unfriendly to the protestant cause, and inimical
to liberty.—We say-at this period, and under the influenct: of that man, a
plan for enslaving vour fellow subjects i in America was concerted, and has
0\ or since i)con pcrtlmuouslv carrving into exccution.

" Prior to this xra you were content with drawing from us the wealth
produccd by our commerce. You restrained our tr ade in every way that
could conduce to your c.molument. You exercised unbounded sovereignty
over the sea. You nanied the ports and nations to whicl: alone our mere han-
dise should; be carried, and with whom alone we should trade; and though

some of these re strictions were grievous. we nevertheless did not (omphmr, Cot

s we looked up to you asto our parent'state, to w hiclr we were bound by the o

-\ strongest ties: And were happy in being mstruxm-nml to your pxospcnt) ‘
™, and your grandeur. * ' .

v . o
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We call upon you yourselves, to witness our loyalty and attachment
to the common interest of the whole empire: Did we not, in the last war, add
all the strength of this vast continent to the force which repelled our come
mon enemy? Did we not  leave our native shores, and meet disease and
death, to promote the success of British arms in forcign climates? Did you
not thank.us for our zeal, and even reimburse us large sums of wioney, whicly,
you confessed, we hi advanced beyond our proportion and f ar beyond our-
abilities? You did. , . o

To what causes, then; are we to attribute the sudden change of treatment,
angd that systeni of slavery which was prepared for us:at the restoration of
peace? ; R : ' : '

Before we had recovered from ‘the distresses which ever attend war,
an attempt was made to drain this country of all jts money, by the
oppressive Stamp-Act.  Paint, Glass, and other commodlitics, whiclr' you
would not permit us to pnrchase-of other nations, were taxed; nay, although
no wine is made in any country, subject to the Brtish state, you prohibited
our procuring it of forcigners, witlout paying a- tax, imposed by your par-
liament, on all we imported. ‘These and many other impiositions were laid

‘upon us most unjustly and unconstitutionally, for the express ‘purpose of

raising a Revenue.—-In order to si'ence complaint, it was, indeed, provided,
that this revenue should be expended in America for its protection and
defence.—These exactions, however, can réceive no justification fromn a pre-
tended necessity of protecting and defending us. They are lavishly squan-
dered on court favourites and ministerial dependents, generally avowed
enemies to America dnd employing themselves, by partial representations,
to traduce and embroil the Colonics. For the necessary support of govern-
ment liere, we ever were and ever shall be réady to provide. And whenever
the exigencies of the state Inay require it, we shall, as we have heretofore .
done, chearfully. contribute our full preportion of men and money. To en-

*. force this unconstitutional and unjust scheme of taxation, every fence that

the wisdon: of 6ur British ancestors had carefuily erected against arbitrary .
power, has been violently thrown down-in America, and the inestimable
right of trial by jury taken away in cases that touch both life and property.—
It was ordained, that whenever offences should be conmmittéd in the colonies
against particular Acts imposing various duties and restrictions upon tracle,
the prosecutor might bring his action for the penalties in the Courts of Ad-
miralty; by which means the subject lost the advantage of being tried by an.
honest uninfluenced Jury of the vicinage, and was subjected to the sad neces-
sity of being judged by a singlé man; a creature of the Crewn, and according
to the course of a Jaw which exempts the prosecutor from the trouble of

. proving his accusation, and obliges the defendant cither to evince his inno-
~cence or to suffer. To give this new judicatory the greater imnportance, and

as, if with design to protect false accusers, it is further provided, that the. *

Judge’s certificate of there having been probable caises of seizure and prose-
cution, shall protect-the prosecutor from actions at common law for recovery

of damages. _
By the course of our law, offences commiitted in such of the British domin-

_ons it which courts arc established and justice ducly and regularly adminis- . - s

terecl, shall be there tried by a jury'of the vicinage. There the offenders and
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“the witnesses are known, and thc degree of cncdxblhty to be given to thcxr
testilnony, can be ascertained,

In all these Colonies, justice is rcgul.uly and impartially adminis-
tered, and yet by the construction of romwe, and the direction of other
Acts of Parliament, offenders sire to be taken by force, together with

- all such persons as may be pointed out as witnesses, and carried to England,

there to be tried in a distant land, by a jury of strangers, and subject to all
_the disadvantages that result fxom ‘want of friends, want of wmlcsscs, and :
"want of money. :

When the design of raising a revenue from the (lutxcs imposed on the
- importation. of tea into America had in great measure heen rendered abor-
tive by our ceasing to import that connnodity, a scheme was concerted by

* the Ministry with the East-India Company, and »u Act passed enabling

and cncouxaqmg thein to transport and vend it in the colonics. Aware of
the danger of giving success to this insidious mancuvre, and of p('nmttmg
a precedent of- taxation thus to be established among us, various methods
were adupied to elude the stroke. The people of Boston, then ruled by a
Governor, whom, as well as his predecessor Sir Francis Ber nard,.all America
considers -as her enemy, were exceedingly embarrissed. The ships_which
had arrived with the tca were by his management prevented from retnurn-
sing.—The duties would have been paid; the cargoes landed and exposed
to sale; a Governor’s influence would have proc ured and pmlulud many
purchasers. While the town was suspended by deliberations on’ this impor-
tant subject, the tea was destroyed. Even supposing a trespass was thercby
committed, and the Proprietors of the tea entitled to damages.—The Courts
of Law were open, and Judges appointed by the Crown presided in them.—
The East India Company however did not think proper to commence any
suits, nor did they even demand satisfaction, either from individuals or
from the community in general. The Ministry, it scems, officiously made
the case their own, and the great Council of the nation' descended to in-
‘termeddle with a dispute about private property.—Diverse papers, letters,
and other unauthenticated ex parte evidence were laid before them: neither
the. persons who destroyed the Tea, or the people of Bosion,were called upon
to answer the comp]amt Tie Ministry, incenséd by being disappointed
in a favourite scheine, were determined to récur from the little arts of finesse,
to open force and unm:ml) viclence. The port of Boston. was blacked up
by a fleet, and an armiy placed in the Yown. Their trade was to be suspended,
and thomands reduced to thc ncccssxty of gaining subsistance from charity,
. till they should submit to pass under the yoke, and consent to become: slaves,
by confessing the omnipotence of Parliament, and acquiescing in’ whatever
dxsposmon they might think proper to make of their lives and property.

Let justice and humanity ceasc to be_the hoast of your nation! con-
sult your hnstorv, examine your records of “former transactions,. nay turn
to the annals of the many “arbitrary states:and kingdoms that surround
you, an(l shew us a single instance of me being condemned to suifer
for lmputed c¢rimes, unhcard, unquestioned, and without even the specious
" formality of atrial; and that too by laws made expres[s]ly for the purpose,
and which had no existence at the time of the fact committed, If it be
dlﬂ‘iCult to reconcile these proccodmg to the genius and tcmpcr of your,



1 .
o

N
1

laws and constitutions, the task will become’ more arduoue when we call
upon our ministerial enemies to |u<t|f\', not onl) ('on(l(‘mmnq men untried

e ,nnr]..by heavsay, but involving the innocent in one connnon punishment
'\\nth the qmlt\-, and for the act of thirty ar for tv, to hring pov mty. dmrcss
and calamity onthirty thousand souls, .m(l those not your cncmlm, but )om'_
friends, bxctlncn, and fellow subjects: -

It would be some consolation'te us, if the ('.\t.\ln‘,uc 'of American oppres-
sions ended here, It gives us pain to be reduced to the necessity of reminding
vou, that under the confidence reposed in the faith of government, pledged
ina rmnl charter froin a British Sovercign, the fore-fathers of the present
inhabitants ‘of the “Massachusetts-Bay left their former habitations, and
established that great. flourishin . »and loyal Colony. Without incurring or
being charged with a forfeiture of their nqhts without being heard, without
being tried, without law, and without justice, by an Act of P'\rhamcnt‘ -
their charter is d(-snowd their liberties violated, their. constitution and
form of government (hnnqnd And all this upon no better pretence, than '
hecause in one of ‘their towns a trespass was committed on some merchan-
dize, said to belong to one of the Companices, .and because the Ministry
were of opinion, that such hl"‘h political regulations were necessary to
(omp(‘l dae subordination and ohcdlc‘nco to their mandates.

Nor are these the only eapital mlc\ancos under which we labor. We
nnwht tell of dissolute, weak and wic ked Governors hn\an' bheen set over .
usi of Legislatures bmnq suspended for asserting the rights of British
Nllbj(‘Ctﬁ———Of needy and ignorant dependents on .great men, advanced to
the seats of justice and to other places of trust and importance;—of hard
restrictions on commerce, and a great varicty of lesser évils, the recollection
of shich is ahnost lost under thie “cmht and pressure of qw'\tcr :md more
poignant calamities. - : .

Now mark the progression of the ministerial plan for inslaving us.

Well aware that.such hardy attempts to take our property from us; to
deprive us of that valuable right of trial by jury; to seize our persons, and

carry us for trial to Great-Britain; to blm‘k:\(lc our ports; to clestroy our
Char ters, and change our forms of government, would occasion, and had
alxc'\d\ occasioned, great discontent i in nll the Colomcs, which might pré-
duce opposition to thcxc measures: An Act was passed to protect, indg mfy-
. and screen from punishment such-as might be guilty even of ml@“c]r in’
endeavouriny to carry their oppressive edicts into executio /.»’(nd by an-

_other Act the doniinion of Canada is to be so extendeds’ modelled, ‘and
“governed, as that by being disunited from us, detached from our interests,
by civil as well as rehqmus prejudices, that by their mpimbers daxly ch]hng
with Catholic emigrants from Europe, and by their devotion to Administra-
tion, so fnf-ndly to their lchgmn, they might bocor/e formidable to us, and
on occasion, be fit instrunients in the hands of po“cl to reduce the ancient
free Protestant Colonics to -the samc state of slavery wwith themselves.

This was evidently the object of the Act:—And in this view, being ex-
txcmcly dangerous to our liberty and quiet, we cannot forebear complaining.
of it, as hostile-to British America.—Superadded to these considerations, we -

" cannot help deploring the unhappy condition to’which it has reduced the
4 m'\q) English settlers, who, cnc‘our'\gcd by the Royal Proclamatlon promis-
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and our former harmony will be restored.

! , - T

e { . . '

ing the enjoyment of all their rights, hu\'ch)umlmscd estates in that coun-

try.-—They are now the subjectsiof an arbitrary govermnent, deprived of
1] . + . \ . | Vo

trial by jury, and when imprisoned cannot \claimt the benefit ‘of the habeas

. . . . | . v . .
corpus Act, that great bulwark and paltadium of English liberty :~Nor can

we suppress-our astonishiment, that a Bgitish ' Parliament should ever consent.
to establish in that country a religion that has delugeel: vour island it blood,
and dispersed impiety, bigotry, pédrsecution,lmurder and rebellion through
every part of the world. L -,

~ This being a true state of facts, let us beseech you to consider to what
end they lead. " L ' S _
" Admit that the Ministry, by the powers of Britain, and the aid of our
Roman Catholic neighbours, should be able to carry the point of taxation,
and reduce us to a state of perfect humiliation and slavery. Such an enter-
prize. would doubtless make some ‘addition to your mnational debt, which

already presses down your. liberties; and fills vou with Pensioners and Place-
; K 't

‘men.~We prestn, also, that your comimerce will somewhat be diminished,

\ N . . . o .
However, suppose you should. prove victorious—in what condition will you
then be? What advantages or what laurels will you réap. from such a con-

May not a Ministry with the same armies inslave vou-—-It may.be said, you
will cease to pay them--but remember the taxes from America, the wealth,,

-and we may add, the men, aud particularly the Roman Catholics of this
vast continent will then be in the power of your enenties——nor will you have

any reason to expect, that after making slayes 'of us, many among us should

‘refuse to assist in reducing you to the same abject state.

Do not treat this as chimerical-—~Know that in less than half a century, the
quit-rents reserved to the Crown, from the numberless grants of this vast

“continent, will pour large streams of; wealthinto the roval coffers, and if to

this be added the power of taxing America at'pleasure, the Crown will be -
rendered independent on [of] .vou for supplies; and will possess niore treas-
ure than may be necessary to purchase the refnains of Liberty in your Is-
land.—In a-word, take care that you do not fall into the pit that is preparing

for us. : . oo ’
We believe there is vet much virtue, much justice, and much public

- spirit in the English nation—To that justice we.now appeal. You have been

told that we are seditious, impaticnt'of government #hd desirous of inde-

pendency. Be assured that these are not facts, but calumnies.—Permit us to

be as free as yourselves, and we shall ever esteem a union with vou to be our
¢l .

. greatest glory and our greatest hapy.iness, we shall ever be ready to contribute

allin our power to the welfarc of the Empire-—we shall consider vour enieniies
as our enemics and your intgrest as our own. . .
. But if you are determined that your Ministers shall ‘wantonly sport with
the rights of Mankind—If neither the voice of justice, the dictates of the
law, the principles of the constitution, or the suggestions of humanity can'’
restrain’ your hands from shedding hunian blood in such an. impious cause,

we must then tell you, that we will never subgmit to be hewers of wood or -

drawers of water for any-ministry or nation in the world. )
. . . . R R \ .
Place us in the same situation that we were at the close of the last war,

t .
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‘But lest the same supmcness and thc samc mattcntlon to our common
inivrest, ivhich you have for several )eaxs shewn, should, continue, we thmk
it prudent to antlc'patc the consequences.

By the destruction of the trace of Boston, the \Imxstr) have endeavoured
to induce submission to their measures.—The liké’ fate. may befal us all, we
will endeavour-therefore to live without trade, and “recur for subsntcnce to

- the fcrnhty and ‘bounty of our native soil, which will afford us all the.neces-
saries and some of the convenicnces of life.—We have suspended our imnpor-
tation from Great Britain and Ireland: and in less than a year’s time, unless
our grievances should be redressed, shall (hscomtmuc our c\ports to those
ngdoms and the Wost-Indies, -~ - .

It is with the utmost regret however, that we find ourselves compelled
by the overmlmg prmcxpl(s of self-preservation, to adopt measures detri-
mental in their consequences to numbeérs of our fellow subjects in Great *
Britain -and Ireland. But we hope, tha: the magnanimity and justice of .
the British Nation will furnisk a Parliament of such wisdom, mdcpcndanu
and public spirit; as may save the violated rights of the whole cmpnc from
the devices of wicked Ministers and cvil Counsellors whether in or out of.
office, and_thereby restore that harmony, friendship and fraternal affection
l)ct\\ccn all the Inlnhn’mts of his \hjcstvs kingdoms and territories, so
arclentl\ wished for by every true and honest American. . :

- .

B. MEMORIAL TO THE Ixn.-mxm\:rs oF tiE Coroxies (October 21 ‘1774)'

To the inhabitants of the colonu s of New-Hampshire, Muassachusetts-Bay,
Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations, Connccticut, New-York, New- .
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the counties of New-Castle, Kent and Sussex, un
" Delaware, Alarvlund Virginia, Aorth-Cwolma and South-Carolina: -

;FRIE\DS AuD FELLOW COLA\TR\‘\IE.\
We, the Delegates '1ppomtcd by the good people of the above Colomcs to
meet at Philadelphia in September last, for the purposes mentioned by our
- ‘respective Constituents, have in pursuance of the trust reposed in us, assem-
bled, and taken into our most serious consideration the important matters
recommended to the (,ongrvss. Our resolutions thcrcupon will be herewith
communicated to you. But as.the situation of public affairs grows daily more
and more alafming; and as it fnay be more satisfactory to vou to be informed _
- by us in a collective body, than in any other manner, of those sentiments that™
have been approved; upon a full and free discussion by the Representatives
of -so great a pari of America, we- esteem ourselvcs obhged to add this
] '/Address to these Resolutions. - e :
"In,every case of opposition by s1zpeople to thexr rulers, or 6 & one state to
another, duty to Almighty God, the creator of all, requires that a true and.
impartial judgment be formied of the measures leading to such opposition ;
- and of the causes by which it has been’provoked, or can in any degree be
justified: That ncxthcr affection on the one hand, nor rasentment on the
other, being pcmuttcd to give a wrong bias ‘to,reason, it may be enabled to
take a dispassionate view of all circumstances, and scttle the publxc conduct
on the solid foundations of w nclom and justice.
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- From Councils thus tempered arise the surest hopes of the divine favour;
" the firtnest encouragement to the parties engaged and the strongest recom-;

.niiendation of their cause to the rest of mankmd :
‘With minds deeply impressed by a sense of these truths, we have dlhn'entl),
deliberately and calnly enqulred into and considered those extertions, both .

of the legnslatue and executive power of Great-Britain, which have excited so -

much uneasiness in America, anid have with equal fidelity and attention con-
sidercd the conduct of the Colonies. Upon the whole; we-find ourselves re-
duced to the disagreeable nltematwe, of being silent and betraying the inno- .
.cent, or of speaking out and censuring those we wish to revere.—In making
our choice of e distressing difficulties, we prefer the course (hctated by
honesty, and a regard for thie svclfare of cur country.
Soon after the conclusxon of the late war, there commenced a memorable
change in the trcatment of these Colonies. By a statute made in the fourth

year of the present. lClgﬂ a timne of profound peace, -alledging, “the expedi- ¢

ency of new provisions and regulations for extending the commerce be-
tween Great-Britain and his majesty’s dorninions in ‘\mcucn and the neces-
sity of raising a Revenue in the said dominions for defraying the expenses of
defending, protecting ar:d securing the same,” the Commons of Great-
Britain unclextook to give and grant to his \Iajesty many rates and duties,
to be paid in these Colonies. Tg enforce the observance of this Act, ‘jt pre-
scribes a great number of severe penalties and forfeitures; and in' two sections
makes a remarkable distinction between the subjects in Great-Britain and
those in America. By the one, the penaltics and forfeitures incurred there are
to be recovered-in any of the King’s Courts of Record, at Westminster, or

~ in the Court of Exchequer in’ Scotland; and by the other, the penalties and

. forfeitures incurred here are to be recovered in any Court of Record, or in

" any Court of Admiralty, or ¥ zce-Azlmzra[t), at the .,lectlon of the m[ormf’r

or prosecutor. -
. The Inhabitants of these Colonies confiding in the justice of Glent-Bnhm,
“were scarcely allowed sufficient time to reccive and consider this Act, before
another, well known by the name of the Stam[) Act, and passed in the fifth
year of this reign, engxossed theirwhole attention. By this statute the British
Parliament exeréised, in the most explicit inanner a power of taving us, and -
extending the jurisdiction of the courts of ‘l(lnumllv and Vzce-A(lnum[ty in
the Colonics, to matters arising within the body of a JOant\, directed the nu-’
merous penalties and forfuturf-s thereby inflicted, to be recovered in the
said courts. :
In the same \enr a tax was nnposed up0n us, by an Act, establishing

_several new fees in the customs, In the next year, the Stamp-Act was

repealed; not because it was, founded in an erroneous pr: ‘nciple, but as
the repealing -Act- rccntCs, because “the continuance thereof would be
“attended with many ‘inconveniences, and might be pmductne of con-
sequchCs greatly struncntnl to the commcrcml interest of Great-
“Britain.”

In the same year, "'md by a subsequent Act, it was dcclnred “that
“his Majesty..in Parliament, of right, had power to bmd the people,

— “of these Colcnics, BY STA'I‘UTE.S IN ALL CASES WIHATSOEVER.

In the same year, another Act was passed, for iinposing rates and (llmes
payable in theie Colonies. In this Statutc the Commons avoiding the terms’
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of giving and granting, “lmr‘nbl‘\{bcéb?fght his -Majesty, that.it might be
; “Cnacted, &c.” But'from a declaration in. the preamble, that the rates and -
dutics were ©id lieu of” several others granted by the Statute first before
mentioned for raising @ recenwe and from some other expressions it appears,
that these duties werce intended for that purpose, . '
. Inthe fiext year, (1767) an Act was made “to cnable his Majesty
“to put the customs, and other duties in America, under the manage-
“nient of Commissioners, &c.” and the King thereupon erected the present
expensive Board of Commissioners, for the, express purpose of carrying into
exccution the several Acts relating to the rezenue and trade in-dmerica.

Afterthe repeal of the Stamp-Act; having again resigned ourselves to our
antient unsuspicioys affections for- the parent state, and anxious to avoid
any contraversy with her, in hopes of a ‘;"nvoumblc alteration in sentiments
and measures towards us, we did not pressTour objections against the above
mentionied Statutes made subsequent to that yepeal. v )

Administration attributing to tritling causes, a conduet that really pro-
ceeded from generous motives, were encouraged in the same year (1767) to
make a boldér experiment on the patience of America. :

By a Statute commonly called theé Glass, Paper and T'ca Act, made fteen
mon.his after the repeal of the Stam p-Act, the Commons of Gicat-Britain
resumed their former language, and again undertook to “gize and grant rates
and duties to'be paid in these Colonics,” for the express purposc off “raising
a revenue, to defray the charges of the administration of justice, the support

Tt 0f elvil government, and defending the King’s dominions,” on this con:
"7 ltnent. The penalties and forfeitures, incurred undev this Statute, are to be
~frecovered-in the same. manner, with those mentioned in the loregoing Aects.
4'?\-'1.;}3-'1‘.6' this-Statute,_so naturally tending to disturb the tranquillity then
universal throughotit the Co’lo-nivs_.‘Pm'llinm(-nt, in the same sesdion, added

. anotherno less c’xtrnérqi_iqm‘y. ' .

Ever since the makirfe the preseat peace, a standing army has been kept

in these Colonies, From, respect for thie mother country, the innovation was
" not only tolerated, bult e provincial Legislatures enerally made provision .
for supplying the troops. - . : o o
The Asserubly of the province of New York, having passed an Act of this
_kind, but differing in some articles, from the directions of the Act of Parlia-
. ment made in the fifth vear of this reign, the House »f Representatives in
that Colony was prohibited by a Statute made in the session list mentioned,
from making any bill, order, resolution or vote, except for adjourning or -
chusing a Speaker, until provision should be-made by the said Assembly for
furnishing the troops, within that.province, not only with all such necessa: ‘s .
as were required by the Statute which they were charged with disobeying,
but also with those required by two other subseqient Statutes, which were
" declared to bz in force until the twenty-fourth day of March 1769.

These Statutes of the year 1767 revived theé apprehensions and discontents,
that had entirely sibsidéd on the repeal of the Stamp-Act: and amidst the
just fears and jealousies thereby occasioned, a Statiite was made in the next
year (1768) to E-stnblish_Courts of Adniiralty and 'I"ic_e-A.(InziralZy on a new

“midel, expressly for the end of more ¢ffectually recovering of the penaltics
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and forfcztun's mﬂlctcd b) Acts of Parlmmcnt ‘framed for the purpose of

_raising a revenue in America, &c.

The immediate nderdey of these statutes-is, to sub\ ert the right ‘of hav-
ing- a share in legislation, by rendering Assemblies useless: the aight of
property, by taking the money of the Calonists without their consent; the
right of trral by jury, by substituting in their place trials in \dmu.xlt) and
\'7ch Adlmmlty courts, where single Judges preside, holding their Com-
missions during pleasurce: and nn(luclv to influence the Courts of common
law, by rendering thc ]udwu thcwof totally dcpcn(lnnt on the Crown for
their salaries. :

These statutes, not fo mention many others c\ccedmnly “exe ('ptlonablc
compaxcd one thh another, will be foun(l not only to form a regular
systew, in which every patt has great force, but also a pertinacious adhcxcnu,
to that systemy, for subjugating these Colonics, that are not, and, from local -
circumstances, cannot’ be .represented in the House of C'ommom to the
uncontroulable” and unlimited pm\.cx of Parliament, in violation of their
undoubted| rignts and- hbcmu, in contempt of their humble, and repeated
supplications. e T

This conduct must appear cquallv astonishing and unjustiﬁablc when
it is ‘considered how unprovoked it has been bv any behaviour of theset
Colonics. Front their first settlew.ent, their bxttcxest enemies never fixed on -
any of them a charge of (Ilslovalt\ to their Sovercign, or disaflection to their
Mother-Country. In the wars shc has carried on, they have exerted. themn-
selves whenever required, in giving her. assistance; and have rendered her
services, whrch she-has pub.xdxl\ «cknowledged to be extremely important.
Their fidelity, duty and uscfulness during thL last war, were f(cqucntl\
and affectionately confessed by his late Majesty and the present King.

The reproaches of those, » who ar¢ most unfriendly to the freedom of \'ncr-
ica, are principally levelled ag oainst the province of Mn%achusetts-lia\,
but with what little reason, wxll appear by the following declarations of a
person, the truth of whose eviderice, in their favour, will not be questioned.—
Governor Bernard thus addresses the two Houses of Asseuibly—in his speech
on the 24th of April, 1762,—“The unanimity and despatch, with which
vou have complied with the requmtzous of his Majesty, require my par-
ticular acknow ledgnient. And it gives me additional pleasure to observe, that
you have therein acted under no other influence than a due sense of your
dut\ both as members of a general empire, and as the l)od\' of a pmtuulm
province.” -

In another spcuh on thc 27th of \Im, in the samd vear, hc $ayS,—
“Whatever shall be the event of .the war, it must be no small satisfac tion
to us, that this province hath contributed its fiill share to the support of
it. Eoery thing that .hath been required of it hath been complicd with:
and the exccution of the powers committed to ine, for raising the provincial
troops hath been as full and complete as the grant of them Never before

" were regiments so easily levied, so well compo,std, and so early in the field

as thcy have been this year: the conunon pcoplc seemed to be animated with
the spirit of the gcncxal Court, and to’vie with them in thcxr readiness to

serve the King.”
Such was the conduct of thc People of the Massachusetts-Bay, (lunng
thc last war. As to their behaviour before that period, it ought not to have
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been foru'ot in Great Bntam .that not only on every occasion they had con-
stantly and (}\xcmfullv (omplucl with the frequent royal reqjuisitions—but " .
that th(.ﬂ\' by their vigorous efforts; Nova- Scotia was subducd, in 1710, and . -
LOlllbellt‘“ in 17 43.

Foreign quar rcls being ended, and the domestic chstuxbanccs that quickly.
succeeded on account of the stamp:act, being quieted by its repeal, the
&\sscmbl\ of Massachusetts-Bay transmitted an Thumble address of thanks to
the I\mg and divers noblcmcn, and soon after passed a bill for granting
compensation to the sufferers in the disorder occasioned. by that act.

These circumstances\ and. the following extracts from Governor Ber-
nard’s letters in 1768, ta the Earl of Shclburne Secretary of State, clearly.
sliew; with what (rmteful tenderness the\ strove to bury in oblivion! the un-

-/ happv occasion of the late discords, and with, what rupcctful reluctance

e they endeavoured to Lscql\c other subjects of future controversy. “The
House (says the Govcrno:) \ﬁom the timne of opening the session to this day,
has shewn a disposition to aXnd all dispute with me; every thing having

- p:mccl with as much good humour as [ could desire, except onlv thcu con-

tinuing to actiip addressing the I\mn' rvmonrtratmz_' to the Suutar\' of
.. State, ancl cm/)loung a separate\agent. It is the importance of this innova-"
tion, without any wilfulness of mv own, whié¢h induces e to make th:s ;
remonstrance at a time when I ha\e a fair prospect of having. in all other

- business, nothing but (rood, to say o&thc proceedings of the IIomc ”

T hc\ have atted in-all things, eWen in-their remonstrance with tem per
and moderation: they have aevided some subjects of dispute. and have laid a
foundation for'remowing some causes bf former. altercation.”

“I'shall make such a prudent and proper use of this Letter as, I hope, will ;
perfectly restore the peace and tranquillity of this province, for which pm-!_
pose considerable steps have been made b)(thr House of Representatives.”

‘The vindication of the province of Mass achusetts-Bay contained in these’
Lccttcrs will have greater force, if it be congsidered, that they were written -
several morths after the fresh alarin given ‘o the’ colomcs by the statutes
passed in the preceding vear. -

In this place it seems proper to take notice of .the insinuation in one¢ of
these statutes; that the interference of Parliainént was necessary to provxdc
“for “dcfrawng the charge of the admmz:tratzoe\ of ]u:me the support of
civil government, and defending the King’s domipiohs in America.”

+As to the two first articles of expense, every colony had made such provi-
sion, as by their respective Assemblies, the bcst _Jjudges on such occasions,
was thought e\pcdxcnt and suitable to their sev eral circumstances. Rcsput-
-ing the last, it is well known to all men, the least acquainted with ‘Amnerican

" affairs, that th(jcolomcs were cstabhahul and have ocncmllv defended
themselves, without the lcast assistance from Great-Britain; . and, that at the
time of her ta; ving them by the statutes before mentioned, most of them were
labouring under very hmn debts contracted in the last war. So far were they.
. fromn sparing their money, when their. SO\ ereign, constitutionally, asked their
aids, that during the course of that mu P'nlmmcnt: rcpcatcrllv made them
compensations for the expences of those strenuous cfforts, which, consulting
thexr zeal rather than their strength, they: hacl ciuarfull\' mcurrcd
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Severé-as thie Acts of Parliament beforc mentioned are, yet the conduct of
Admmzstratzon hath bccn (.qually injurious, and 1rr1tatm<r to this dcvotccl
country. : '

Under pretence of g o\ernmg themn, so many new institutions, - umformly

rigid and ‘dangerous, Lhave béen introduced, as ‘could only be C\pectcd from
incensed 1nasters, for collecting the trlbute or rather the plunder of con-

" -quered provinces.

By an order of the King, the, authorxt) of the Commander in chl(.f :md

under him, of the Brngadxcxs ‘general, in time of peace, is rendered supreme -

_in all the civil governments, in Amerlca and thus an uncontroulable military
power is vested in- officers not known to the gonstitution of these. colonies. "

A large body of troops and a considerableiarmament of slupq of war, have

“been'sent to assist in taking their money without their consent!

Expensive and oppressive offices have been multiplied, and tho acts of
corruption industriously practised to divide and destroy.

. The Judges of the Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts arc 1mpow ered
fo receive their salarics and fees from the effects to-be condemned by them-
sclves; the Commissioners of the customs are impowered to break open and

_enter houses without the- authorm of any cml magistrate founded on legal

information.

Judges of Courts of Common Law ha\e been made entirely dcpcndent on -

thc Crown for their commissions and salavics.

A court has been established at ‘{hode-Island for thc pm poses of takmg
Colomst< to England to be tried.

"Hunble and reasonable petitions from the Re])rescntatl\'cs of the pcople
ha\e been frequently, treated with cont_c;mpt, and Assemblies have been re-

- peatedly and arbmarllv dissolved.

From some fcw..mstan('cs it will suﬂicxcntl\ appcar on \\hat rrctoncz.s of
justice thosé dissolutions have been foundedl.

. The tranquillity of the colonies having been again dxstuxbccl, as has been,
'm(.ntloned by the statutes of the year 1767, the Earl of Hillsborough, Sec- -

retary of State. in a letter to Governor Bernard, dated April ‘72 1768,
censitres the “presumption” of the House of Representatives for ¢ xesol\ ing

upon a measure of so inflatnmatory a nature as that of writing to the other

colonies, on the subject of their zntcu(lcd rcpresentations against some late
Acts of Parliament,” thén declares that “his' Majesty considers this step as
evidently tending to create unwarrantable: combinations to excite'an un-
]ustlﬁablc opposition to the constitutional authority of Parliament:”—and

afterwards adds,—*“It is the King’s pleasure, that as soon.as the General -

Court is again assembled, at the time prescribed by the Charter, vou should

the resolution which gave birth to the circular Jetter from. the Speaker, and

to declare thcxr dmappxobatlon of, and (hs:ent to, that xash and hast\-

proceeding.’

. “If 'the new Assemnbly should rcfuse to ('ompl\ with hls \Iajestv “reason-/

ablc C\p(.(‘tatxon xt is the I\mg; plcasurc that you should immediately dxs—

solve them.”
This letter being lald before* thc House ‘and the resolution not bcmq

rescinded according to the_ order, the Assembly was dissolved. A letter
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" to comply Assenublies were dissolved.

‘Britain to approve the meditated vengéance of an impruci/eyt’and éxasper-
" ated ministry, : : '

N

of a.similar nature was sent to other Governors to procure resolutions ap-

" proving the. conduct of'\._\,thc' l{e;jrcscxlgati\‘es of<L'Iassac}1usétts-13a)', to be ‘*-._\’

irescinded also; and the Houses of Representatives in other colonies refusing L

“These mandates spoke a language, to which the ears of English. subjects
had for several generations been strangers. The nature of asseinblies. implies
a power and right of deliberation; but these commands, proscribing the exer-
cise of jucgment on the propricty of the requisitions made, left to the Assem-
Blics only the election between dictated submission and the threatened
punishment: A punishinent too, founded on no other act, than such as is

_ deemed innocent even in skaves—of agreeing in petitions for redress of griey-

ances, that cquh]l)‘ affect all. : . N

The hostile and unjustifiable invasion of the town of Boston scon followed
thesc events in the same year; though that town, the province in which it is
situatec, and all the colonies, from abhorrence of a contest with their parent
state, permitted the execution even of those statutes, against which they so
unanimously were complaining, remonstrating and supplicating. =~ = -

Administration, dete mined to subdue a spirit of freedarn, which, English
Ministers should have rejoiced to cherish, entered into a monopolizing.com-
binatien with the East-Indlia company, to send to this continent vast quahti-
tics of Tea, an article on which a duty was laid hy a statute, that, in'a particu
lar manner, attacked the libertics of America, and which therefore the :
inhabitants of thesc colonies had resolved not to import. The cargo sent to
South-Carolina was stored, and not allowed to be sold. Those sent to Phila- .
delphia and New York were not permitted to be landed. That sent to Boston & -

I'4

. . . R - o,
was destroyed, because Governor Hutchinson would not suffer it to he

returned. N . . . .
. -'On the intelligence of these transactions arriving in Great Britain, the

_public spirited town last mentioned was singled out for destruction, and it ~ ~ -

was determinedfthe province it belongs to should partake of its fate. In,the™ .’

last session of-parligment therefore were passed the acts for shutting ufj the . v,
port of Boston, indémnifying the murderers of the inhabitants of Massachu- . : ‘
setts-Bay, and changing their chartered :constitution of government; To

- enforce these acts, that province is again invaded by a flect and’drmys;.

SN N
To mention thesc outtageous proceedings. is sufficient to explain them.* o,
g s I . ,

_.For tho’ it is pretended, that the province of Massachusetts-Bay, has.been .
.~particularly disrespectful to Great-Britain, yet in-truth the behaviour of the .

people, in other colonies, has been an equal “opposition to the power assumed -
by parliament.” No step however_has been taken against any of the rest.
This artful conduct conceals several designs. Jt is.expected that the province’
of Massachusetts-Bay will be irritated into some wiolent action, that may

. | . . . . . -
displease the rest of the continent, or that may induce the peopl€ of Great- N

If the unexamnpled pacifick temper of that pt.‘ovincc shn_l_Lc_lisappoint this
part of-the. plan, itis hoped the other colonies will be so farintimidated as

“to desert their Brcthcm, suffering in a common cause, and’ thu‘s-\'c.]isur_nitcd

. ‘al'}may be subdued. ¥ . - S )
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118 - - - o e
e )
| U S N - [ - U



To promote these designs, another measurc has been pursued. -In the
session of parliament last- mentioned, an act was passed, for changing .
~. the_government. of Quebcc, by which act the Roman Catholic religion,
. instead'of being tolerated, as stipulated by the treaty of peace, is established ;
= and the people there ‘deprived of a right to-an asseinbly, trials by jury and
" the E'ngl\ish laws in civil cases abolished, and instead thereof, the French
laws established,-in"direct violation of his Majesty’s promiise by his royal ~:.: .
proclamation, under the faith of which many- English subjects settled in
“that province: . and the limits of that province are estended so as to
comprchend those vast regions, that lic adjoining to the northernly-and
westernly boundaries of these colonies. L ' -
The authors of this arbitrary arrangement flatter themselves, that che
inhabitants, deprived of liberty, and artfully provoked agdinst those of
another religion, will be proper instruments for assisting~in the ‘oppres-
sion of such, as differ from themm in modes of government and faith.
From 'the detail of facts herein " before recited, as well as from -
authentic intelligence received, it is clear beyond a doubt, that' 2 reso-
. lution is formed, and is now carrying into execution, to, extinguish  ~ §
" the freedorn of these colonics, by subjecting them to a despotic gov- .nmesit. . |
At this unhappy period, we have beén: authorized -and directed to thect :
and consult together for the welfare of our common country. We accepted
_thé important trust with diffidence, but have endeavoured to discharge it
with’ intégrity. Though the state of these colonics would cértainly justify
other measures than we have advised,- vet weighty reasons determined us
to prefer. those. which we have adopted.- In the first place, it appeared to
us a:conduct becoming the character, these colonies have éver sustained, to
perform, even in fhe.midst of the unnatural distresses and imminent dangers
that suriound them, every act of loyalty ; and therefore, we were induced to
offer once more to his Majesty the petitions of his faithful and oppressed
subjects 'in. America, Secondly, regarding with the tender affection, which
we knew to be so universal among our countrymen, the people of the king- 5
' dom; from which we derive our original, we could-not- forbear to regulate
' our steps.by_an expectation of receiving. full convictien, that the colonists
~.are equally dear’to ‘tHem.” Bétweérithese provinces and that body,subsists
the social band, which!we ardently wish may never be dissolved, and Which
‘cannot be dissolved, until their minds shall become indisputably hostile, or’ .
their inatfention shall permit those who are thus hostile to persist in prosecut-
.1 ing with the powers of the realm the destructive measures already operating
" against the colonists; and in cither casé shall reduce the latter to such a
situation, that they shal] be compelied tg renounce every regard, but that of
sclf-preservation. "Notwithstanding thewyghemence with which affairs have
been impelled, they have not yet reached that: fatal point, We do not i;i¢ling to
acceleratg their-motion,-already alarmingly ra];iél; we havechosen a method
of oppositian, that does not preclude a hearty reconciliation with our fellow-
citizens on t e other side of the Atlantic. We deeply clcplof_rc th¢ urgent <4
necéssity that\presses.us to an.immediate intérription of cotnnierce!” that
. may prove injl_nxiglis to them. We trust they will acquit us of. any r*nkind
intentions towards them, by reflecting, that we subject oursclves to similar
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inconveniences; that we are driven by the hands of violence into.anexperis
-enced andt unexpected public convulsions, and that we are contendliny for
frecdom, so often contended for by our ancestors. 3 ol \\ '

" The people of England will soon have-an oppojfunity of declaring: their

sentiments concerning our cause. In their piety, gdncrosity, and gdnd‘s'léngc, i
. we repose high conifidence; and cannot, upon a feview of past. events, be -
-~ persuaded that they, the defenders of true religion,'and the assertors-of the
‘ ~ rights of mankind, will take part against their afTectionate protestant beth-
ren inthiccolonies, in favour of our.open and their own secret enemics;
whose intrigues, for'scveral vears past, have been wholly exercised in sapping
the foundations of civil and religious liberty. . : - L
“Another reason, that engaged us to prefer the commercial mode of op-
position, arose from an assurance, that the mode will prove cfficacious, if
(it be persisted in with fidelity and virtue; and “that your conduct will be
influenced by these laudable principles, cannot be questioned. Your own .
salvation, and that of your posterity, now depends upon vourselves. You ,
have already shewn that you entertain proper sense of the blessings yvou
are striving to retain. Against the temporary inconvenicices vou may suf-
fer from a stoppage of trade, vou will weighin the opposite balance, the end-
less miscries’ vour and vour descendants must endure from an cstablished
arbitrary power. You will not forget.the honour of your country, that niuse
front your behaviour take its title in the estimation of the world, to glory,
or to shame; and you will, with tlie deepest attention, reflect, that if the
peaceable mode of opposition recommended by us. be broken and rendered
ineffectual. as your cruel and haughty. ministérial enemies. fron: a contemp-
tuous opinion of your firmness, iﬁsnlontl)’ll)x'écli(‘t will be the case, you must
inevitably be reduced to chuse, cither a more dangerous contest, or a final,
ruinous, and infamous submission. S .

Motives thus cogent. arising from the emergency of vour unhappy condi--
tion, must excite your utmost diligence and zeal, to give all possible strength’
and energy to the pacific measures calculated for vour relief: Bit we think

oursclves bound in duty to observe to you that the schemes agitated against:

) these coloriies have been so conducted. as to render it _prudent, ‘that you
should extend your views to the most mournful events, and be in"all respects
prepared for every*rontingency. Above all things we carnestly intreat voy,’
_with devotion of spirit, penitencecof heart. and amendmént of life, to- humble
vourselves, and implore the favour of alnighty God: and awe fervently be-
seech his divine goodnuess, to take vou irfto his gracious protection.

“C. ADDRESS TO THE INuaniranTs oF Querge (October 26, 1.77‘_{)
Friendsand fellocc-subjects, = o '
We. the Delegates of the Colonies, of New-Hampshire. . Massachuset ts- -
Bay,” Rhode-Tsland and Providence ~Rlantations. Conhecticut, New-York, " ..
~New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, "the Countics of Newcastle, Kent and Sussex’ L
_on Delaware. Marvland, Virginia, North-Clarolina aridl South-Carolina. e
- deputed By the inhabitants: of the said’ Colonics. to represent them in a
Gieneral Congress at Philadelphia, in the province of Pennsylvania, to . -
- consult together concerning the hest mncthods to obtain redress of our .
aﬂliut}ing gricvances, :'hhvsng accordingly assembled, and. taken into our
Sy : :
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* most scrious Con_sxdcr‘\ti[on the state of public affairs on this continent, have
thought "proper to address your province, as a member therein- deeply
interested, C '

. When the fortune of war,.after a gallant .and glorious resistance, had

incorporated you with-the body of English subjects, we rejoiced in the

truly valuable addition, ljmh on our owh and your account; expecting;”

-as-courage’ and generosity, are naturally united, or brave -¢nemies would
become our hearty friends,'
the. dispensations of his oversruling providence, by securing to you and your
latest posterity the inestimable advantages of a free English constitution

of government, which it is theiprivilege of all English. subjects to enjoy.:

*: Thes¢ hopes were confirmed: by the King's proclamation, :issued in the

vear 1763, plighting the public faith for your -full enjoginent’ of - those

ind that the Divine Being would bless to you .

' ~advantages. . . . . )
- Little did we imagine that any Succeeding Ministers would so auda-
*  ciously and cruelly abuse the royal authority, as to with-hold from vou the

v - .. fruition of the iprevocably rights, to which you were thus justly entitled.
Lo But since j¥& have l_Ai\'C\l (o sce: the unexpected time, when Ministers

obligations, and as you, educated under another form of government, have
le'lfllny'_bccll' kept from discovering the unspeakable worth of that form
you arc now undoubtedly entitle

“ol'this flagititus temper, have dared-to vialate the most sacred compacts and |

‘to, we esteenn it our duty, for the weighty .

feasons herein aflér mentioned, to explain to you some of its most important

branches. - : . : :
Y] . . Ity . S . .
In every human socicty,” says the celebiated Marquis Beccaria, “there

0

is'an effort, continually tending to confer on one pact the heighth of -

power and happiness, and 6 ‘recluce the other to the extreme of weaknes§
+ - and misery. The intent of good Jaws is to appose this effort, and to dilfuse
¢ theirinfluence unjversally and #qbaily.” e o .
‘ - Rulers stimuldted by this pernitisus “cffort,” and subjects animated by
. thé just”“intept’ of opposing good laws against it,” have occasioned _that
" vast varicty of cvents, that fll the histories of so many nations. All these
histories demonstrate the truth of this simple_position. that to live by the
will of one man, or sett of men, is the production 'of misery to all men.

On the solid foundation of this principle, ‘Englishmen reared up the |

fabrick of their constitution with such a strength, as for ages to defv time,
= . | 3 . ~ * . N L . N K
-tyrangiy, treachery, intérnal and foreign wars: And, as an illustrious au-

v the/forests they were sent to inhabit.” - <

by edicts of nien_over whont they have no controul. Tl
rounding and defending their property, which by tl
“labours they have atquired, so that 1io portions of it/can legally be taken
from thcm; but swith their own full and free consent, when thc’ly in their

! Montesquicu. . ) e o
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thor * of vour nation, hereafter mentioned, observes—“They gave the'
people-of their Colonics, the form of their own government, and this govern-
m,_tfy’ carrying prosperity along with it, they have grown great nations in,

’ . N o . : ¥ . o .

/ In this form, the first grand right, is that of the people having a share in -
their own government by their representatives chosen by themselves, ‘and,
|in consequence, of being ruled by laws, which they themselves approve, not

s is a bulwark sun* -
honest cares and . -



judgment deem it Just and neccssar) to give them for pubhc service, and

precisely direct the easiest, cheapest, and ,,most equal mothods in whxch

they shall be collected.

The influcnce of this right ‘extends still farther. If mou(_y is w‘mtcd by
Rulers, who have in ahy.manner eppressed the people they may retain it,
until thcxr grievances are redressect; and thus peaceably procure relief, mth-
out trustinig to despised pctmons, or dxsturbmq the public tranqullhty

°  The next great right is that of trial by jury. This provides, that neither
- life, liberty nor property, can be taken from the posscssor until twelve of

" his unexceptionable countrymen and pecrs of his vicinage, who from that

neighbourhood may reasonably be supposcd to. be acquainted with his char-

acter, and the characters of the witnesses, upon a fair trial, and full enquiry, .

face to face, in open Court, before as many "of the people as chiise to attend,

‘shall pass- thexr sentence upon oath against him; a sentence that cmmot

injure him, without injuring their own rcputatxon and probably their in-

terest also; as the questlon may turn on points, that, in some dcgrco concern

. the gcneral welfare: and if it does not, their verdxct may form a precedent,
; . that, on a similar trial of their own, may militate against, themnsglves. _
Anothcr right relates ‘merely to the liberty of the person.: If a’subject i is

.~ seized and imprisoned, tho’ by order of Government, he may, by virtuc, of:
this right, immediately obtain a writ, terined ‘a Habcas Corpus, from-a
Judge, whose sworn duty it is to grant it, and thereupon procure any 1lhgal
restraint to be quxckly enquired into and redressed.

A fourth right, is that of holdmg lands by the tenure of casy rents, and
not by rigorous and oppressive services, frequently forcing the possessors
from their familics and their business, to perform what ought to be done,
in all well regulated states, by men hlred for the purpose.

The last right we shall mention, regards the freedom of the pr(_ss -The
importance of this co?xs:sts besxdcq the advanccnwnt of truth, science, mo-
.~ rality, and arts in general, in its diffusion of liberal sentiments on the ad-
./~ " ministration of Governmcnt its ready cornmunication of thoughts between
- SubJCCtS ‘and its conscqucnual promotion oi union among them, whereby

oppre,&ewe officers’ are shamed or intimidated, into more. honourablc and
- just modes of conductmg affairs.

- These are the' invaluable rn,htﬁ that form a consndcrable part of our

mild system of government; that, sending its cquitable energy. through
all ranks and classcs of men, dcfcnds the poor from the rich, the- weak

from the powerful, the industrious from the rapacious, the peac ecable from .
. the violent, the tenants from the lords, and all from their superiors.

These are the rights, without which a people cannot be free and happy,
and under the protecting-and encouraging influence of which, thoso colonies ’
have hitherto sc amazingly flourished and increased. These are the rights, a
'profhgate ‘Ministry are now striving, by force of afms, to ravish fror us, and
which we‘aré, with one mind, resolved never to resign but with our lives.

"These are the rlght you are cntitled to and ought at this moment in "
perfrctlon, to exercisc. And what is offered to you.by the late Act of Parlia-
ment in their place? Liberty of conscience in your religion? No. God gave it
to. you; and the temporal powers with which you have been and are con-
nccted, finmnly stipulated for your enjoyment of it. If laws, divine and hwnan,”

©
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" could secure it against 1. - despotic caprices of wicked mien, it was secured
-before. Are’the French laws in civil cases restored? It seems so. But obsefve

 the cautious kindness of the Ministers, who pretend to be 'your benefactors. * .

‘The words of the statute are—that thoss “laws _;llall be the rule, until they
e shall be zaricd or altered by any ordinances of the Governor and Coungil”
Is the “certainty and lenity of the criminal law of England, and its beneﬁt'ts
and advantages,” commended in the said statute, and said to “have been- .
sensibly felt by you,” secured to you and your descendants? No. They too
'arc-subjcctczl to arbitrary “alterctions” by the Governor and Council; and a
~power is expressly reserved of appointing “such courts of criminal, civil, and
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, as shall be thought proper.” Such is the precarious
tenure of mere will, By which you hold your lives and religion. The Crown
and_ its Ministers-are impowcr_cc_l, as far a_siihc;r_cou]d bc_bgr Parliament, to
establish gven the Inquisition itself among-you. Have-you an Assembly com-
posed of yorthy men, elected by yourselves, and iri whom you can confide, to
mike laws for you, to watch over your welfare, and to direct in what quan-
tity, and in what-manner, your moncey shall\,\f)c taken from yo\‘u? No. The
power of making laws for you is lodged in the governor and council, all of
them dependent upon, .and removeable at,ithe pleasure of a Minister.’ Be-
sides, another late statute, made without yg}@r,“gbnsent, has subjected yoir to

' . the impositions. of Excise, the horror of all‘free states; thus wresting your

" property from you by the most odious of taxes, and laying open to insol¢nt
tax-gatherers, houses, the scenes of domnestic -peace and comfort, and called:
the castles of English subjects in the books of their law. And in the very act for
altering your government, and interded to flatter you, you are not authior-
ized tofassess, jevy, or apply any rates and taxes, but for the inferior purposes
of piaking roads, and crecting and repairing public buildings, or for other
local conveniences, within your respective towns and districts.” Why this
degrading .distinction? Ought not the property, honestly acquired by Cana-

-~ diays, to be held as sacred as that of Englishmen? Have not Canadians sense
" i, enotigh to attend to any other public affairs; than gathering stones from one -

" p/lac"_é:}_» and P.i;“"g themn up in 'ang’thcr?' Unhappy people! who are not only
'jnjur‘jh\\ byf,insu]_\tcd. Nay morc‘!—_-With sych a superlative contempt of your

understanding and spirit, has an insolent Ministry presumed to think of you, .

our respedtable fél]ow-su_bjccts, according to the informiation we have ‘re-

ceived, as Rpmnly te perswade themselves that your gratitude, for the injuries

and insultsl{t- ¢y Nave recently offered to you, will engage you to take up .

armns, and render yourselves the ridicule and/ detestation of the world, by.

becoming tools) in their hands, to assist them/in taking that freedom from
us, which they have treacherously denied to you; the unavoidable conse-
quence of which\attempt, if successful, would bq/ the extinction of all hppes
of you or your pogterity being ever restored to freedom: For idiocy. itself
cannot believe, that, when their drudgery is performed, they will treat you
with less cruelty than' they have us, who are of the same blood with
, themselves. - - o “ ) R ]
What wouild your couftryman, the-iinmortal Montcsquieu, have said to
such a plan’ of domination, as has been framed for you? Hear his words,
with an intenseness of thought suited-to the .impditance of- tha subject.—
"“In a free state, every man, who is supposed a free a'gé‘n,_t,& ought to'be con--

[y
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-cerned in his own government: Therefore the legislative should reside in

the whole body of the people, or their represcntatives.”—“The political
liberty of the subject is a tranquillity of ménd, arising from the opinion each -

.. person has of his safery. In order to have this liberty, it is requisite the gov-

‘erninent be so constituted, as that one man qeed not be.afraid of another.

{'{When the power of tuaking laws, and thePower of executing them, are

\ ‘united in the same peison, or in the same body of Magistrates, there can be
no liberty; becanse apprehensions may arise, ‘lest the same Monarch or
Senate, should enact tyrannical laws, to execute them in a tyrannical
manner.” . B o

“The power of judging should’be exercised by persons taken from the
body of the people, at certain tinies of the year, and pursuant to a form and
maumner prescribed by law. There is no liberty; if tlie power of judging be |

" not s¢ parated froby the-legislatize and executive howers.”

: R . .\ - .- .
“Military men belong to a profession, which may be uscful, but is often
dangerous.”—“THe enjovient of liberty, and even its support and preserva-
" tion, consists in cvery man’s being allowed to speak his thoughts, and. lay

open his sentimenis.” o
Apply these: decisive maxims, sanctified by the authprity of a name which
all Europe reveres, to vour owrrstiite. You have a Governor, it may be urged,
vested with the executive powers, or the powers of administration: 1f him,
-and in your Council, is lodged the power of making laies. You have Judges,
who are to decide every claiise affecting your lives, liberty or propm_'ty.o Here -
is, indeed, an appearance of the several powers being separated and dis-
tributed into differcnt hauds, for checks one upon another, the only effectudl
mode ever,invented by the wit of men, to promote their frecdom and .proy-
perity. But scorning to-be illuded by a tinseld outside, and exerting the nat-
ural sagacity of Frenchmen, examine the specious device, and you will finc
it, to-usc an expression of holy writ, “a whited sepulchre,” for burying you
lives, liberty and property. . s
Your Judges, and your Legislative Council, as it is called, are dependant
on your Governor, and: he is dependgnt on the servant of the.Crown, in
Great-Britain. The legislative, executive and judging powers are all moved
by the nods of a 'Minister. Privileges and .immiunitics last no longer than
his smiles. When_ he. frovns, their feeble forms dissolve. Such a tréacherous
ingenuity has been exertid in drawing up the code lately offered you, that
every sentence, beginning with a benevolent pretension, concludes with a
dcstr_ucﬁvg power; and the substance of the whole, divested of its smooth .
words, is—that thé"Crown, and its Ministers shall be as absolute throughout
your-extended provinee, as* the despots: of Asia or Africa. What can protect’
"your property from taxing edicts, and the rapacity of netessitous and cruel
.masters? your- persons from.Letters de Cachet, gaols, dungeons, id oppres-
sive services? your lives and general liberty from arbitrary’and unfecling
- rulers? We defy you, casting your view upon every side, to discover a single
‘circurnstance, promising ffom any quarter the faintest hope of liberty to you
or your posferity, but from~an entire adoption into the union of these
Colonies. : : : , T o
What advice would the truly great man beforé-mentionetd; that advocate
of frecdoin and humanity, give you, was-he now living, aind knew that we,
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your numerous and powerful neltrhl)ours animated by ‘a |mt love of otir
“invaded rights, and united by the indissoluble barids of affection and inter-
est, called -upon you, by every obligation of regard for vourselves and vour

chll(lrcn, as’we now do, to Jom us in our llqht(ous contest, to makc coms- -
mon cause with us th(-n_m, and take a noble chanee for (-mcrumg front,
a_humiliating subjection” under Governors, Intcndants, and Military Ty-

rants, into the finn rank and condition of English fre¢rnen, whose custom
‘1t is, derived from their ancestors, to makc thow tremble, who datre to think
of niaking them miscrable? .

Would not this be the purport of his addres 5? “Seize the oppoxtumt).

presented to vou by Irovidence itself. You have been conquered into liberty,

Af you act as you ought. 'This work is not of man. You are a small people,

(omparcd to thase who with: open arms invite vou into a féllowship. A mo-
"ment’s reflection should ‘convinee vou which will be most for vour intcrest
“and happiness; to have all the rest of North-America vour unalterable
“friends, or vour inveterate enemies. The injiiries of Boston have réused ancl

associated every colony, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia. Your plovmcc is ‘the-
only link wanting, to gommpleat the bright and strong chain of union. Nature

has jomccl your country to theirs. Do vou join vour polmcal interests. For
“their own sakcs they néver will desert or bctm\ vou. Be assured, that the
happiness of a pco])lc incvitably depends on their- liberty, and thclr spirit

to assert it. The valuce and extent of the advantages tendered to you are

immense. - Heaven crxant vou may not discover thcm to bc blcsqm(rs after
they have bid you an eter riak adieu.” .

We are too well a(‘qumntccl with the: hbcraht\ of sentiment dlsnn“lushmn'
vour nation. to imagine, that difference of rleon will préjudice vou against
a hearty amity with us. Y ou I\nO\\, that the transcendant nature of ercclom
cléevates thosc who unite in her caiise, aho\c all sich low-mlndcd infirmities.
The, Swiss Cantons furnish a-memorable proof of this truth. Theit union is
composcd of Rorman Catholic and Protestant States, ll\ll]“ in the utmost
concord ang peace with one. another, and- thercby enabled, ever since they

“Brayely vindicated tlu.-lr frecdom, to defy and (lcl'edt every tyrant that lns :

invadetl them. . -
Should. there be: ‘any- among you, s thcre generally are in all’ socxc-tws who
prefer the favours of \Ilmstms. and their own Private interests, to the \\(_lf‘uc

<

. of their wlm?{ the temper of such selfish persons will render them inere «dibly

‘active in opp
well rewarded for their sordid industry, by their superiors: but we doubt not
vou will be upon your guard against suc h men. and not. sacrifice ‘the hbcrtv
and happmus of the whole Canadian people ancl thcxr postem\, to trxaufv
the dvarice and ambition of individuals. S

- We do not ask vou, by this adclr(-qs to comnwn(c'acts of homlm aqamst

the gov cmmcnt of our common Sov mn We onlvinvite you, to consult

© i NOUT OWn glory and w elfare. and oo Suﬂcm\oum Ives to be inveigled or
~intimidated l)\v mfamous ministers so £ar. as to become the mstnnn(-nts of -
their (ruclt) and . déspotism, but to unite \\lth us in onc social’ compact,.

* formed on’ the generous plmclp]cs of equal liberty. and.cemented by such
"' in exchange of beneficial and endearing offices as to render it perpetual. In
order to completc this hlﬁhly dcqublc union, we <ubm|t it to your coml(lcm-

 585-201 N-75-10 S ;

simg all pubhc-spmt(_d measures, from an expectation-of bunn"
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o Do, - _ ,
tion, whether it may not be expedient-for you to meet together in yvour several
towns and districts, and elect Deputics, who afterwards meeting in a provin--

cial Congress; may chuse Delegates, to represent your provinee in the con-

tinental Congress to be held at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May, 1775,
In this present Congress, beginning on the fifth of the last month, and
continued to this day, it has been, with universal spleasure and an unani-

. nous vote, resolved, That we shoildg vonsider the viokition of yvour rights,
“ by the act for altering the government. of vour province, as a violation of

cur o, and that-you should be invited to accede to our confederation,

" vhich has no other objects than the perfect security of the natural anid civil

rights of all'the constituent members, according™to their respective circun-
stances, and the preservation of a happy and lasting connection with Great-
Britain, on’ the salutary and constitutional principles-Herein ‘before¢ men-
tioned. For effécting these purposes, we have addressec. an huhible and loyal

" petition to his Majesty, praying relief of-our and vour grievances: and have
-.associated to stop all importations from Gheat=Britain and Ireland, after the
- first day of December; and all éxportations to those Kingdoms und the-3Vest-
Indies, after the tenth day ‘of next Septeniber, unless the said’ grievances.

are redressed. ¢ .
That Alimighty God may incline your minds to approve our equitable and

suller injuries which you are determnined to oppose, not oni the small influence
of your sinile provincer but on the consolidated powers of North-Amnerica,

" necessary measures, to add yourselves to us, to put your fate, whenever you

and may grant to our joint exertions an event as happy as our cause is just, -

is the fervent prayer of us, your sincere and affectionate friends and fellow-

By order of the Congress, . o
: ‘ Henry MinbLeroN, President.

. D. Px-:'rm’o.\: To T KING :(O('lobcr. 26, 1‘%74)‘,. 0

To the Kings most cxcellent majesty
Most gracious Sovercion - .

We your majestys faithful subjects of the colonies of Ni *whampshire, _I\'Iaé-

’ sachusetts-bay, Rhodg-island and Providence Plantations, Connccticut, New-

York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the counties of New Castl¢ Kent and Sussex

on Delaware, Maryland. Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina, in -

behalf of aurselves and the inhabitants of these colonics who have (lc|;lxt0(l
us to represent them .in. General Congress, by this our humble petition, beg

" leave to lay our grievances before the throne.

A standing army has been kept in ficse colonies, ever since the conclusion
of the late war, gvithout the consent of our-assemblies; and this army with a
considerable naval armament has beeh employed to enforce-the collection

of laxes. - 4 st

The Authority of the commander in chief, and, under him the brigadiers
-general has in time of peace, been rendered supreme in all the civil govern-
-ments in America, . - : : ’

“The-commander in chief of all your majesty’s forces in North-America has,

in time of peace, been appeinted governor of a colony. .
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'l hc charges of usual ofﬁ( es have becn !rxcntlv increased : and, new, ex-
pensive and oppu‘ssn’c offices have been multxplu.d C e
‘The judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty courts aré cmpowcrcd to re-

. ceive their salaries and Tees fromn the cffects condemned by themselves. The
- officers of the customs arc¢ uupm\cxul to break open and enter houses with:

out the authority of any civil magistraze feund» on leral information.
The _|udn'cs of courts of conumon law have been made entirely dvpcn(lnnt
ori one ])art ‘of -the lcvxslatmc f01 their salaries, as well as.for the dmatlon

of their commissions, ' .
Councellors holdm‘r thmr romnussxons during plcmme, exercise Icqnslah\c

authority.” '’ .

Huxnble dind lcnsonnblc; pctmons from the representatives of the people
have been fruitless,

The agents of the people have been dis countcxnnre(l and governérs have
heen instructed to prevent the payment of their salaries;

Asscmnblies have been repeatedly and -injuriously dissolved.

COmmcxcu has been bmthcncd-, \\1th many uscless and op])xcm\c
restrictions. :

By several acts of parliament mndc in the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh,
and eighth vears of vour ma]cst\s reign, duties are nnposed on us, for the
purpose of raising a-vevenue. and the posvers of admiralty and vice- admnaltv

- courts are C\lend('d }vaond their ancient limits. \\hexeb\ our propcrt\ is

taken from. us without our consent. the trial by juryin many civil cases is
abolished. enormous forfeitures are incwired for slight oﬂ'en('cs vexatious

informers are e\cmptcd from pnwpn‘ amages. to “which (they are justlyl.

liable, and oppressive security is required from owners bcfoxc thcv are :11-
lowed to defend-their nyht., . : - ot N
* Both houses of parhm.\mt have resolved that colonists may be. tried in

~Fnﬂ']and fox ofTences alled:. ;2d to have been coniniitted in Am(‘n(a by virtue -

of a staute pnsscd in the thiny fifth year of Henrythe cighth: and in con-

sequerice’ thereof, attempts have been made to enforee that statute, A statute |

was passed in the ‘twellth year of your majesty’s reign, directing. that per-
sons charged.- with comniitting any offence therein (lcsrrlbc(l,dn any p]a(c out

. -of the realm ~r§1av be mdxct('d and tried for the same. in, dhy shiire or county

within the w.tlm, \\hcwb\ inhabitants of thése colonies nn“ in ﬁnn(hv cases

by that.statute macde (npxt'll be depriv e(l of a trial by. their peers of the -

vicinage. . N
Tn thc last sessinns of parliament, an act was pnssccl for blocking up’ the

" harbour‘of Boston ; ..mother, empowering the governor of the Massachusetts-

bay to send persons indicted for muirder in that province to another colonyor:

. even to Great Britain for trial w hereby such offenders may escape }cg'l]
“ punishment; 4 third, for alterm«r the chartered constitution of government in

" that province; and a fourth fox extending the limits of Quebee, abelishing -
. the English and restoring the French ln\\'s wherceby great numbers of British

‘freemen aré subjectéd to the latter, and cstnbhshmg an absolute government
and the Roman Catholick religion throughout thosé vastregions, thit border
on the westerly and northerly boundaries of the free protestant English set-
tlements; and a fifth for the better providing suitable quarters. for officers

and soldiers in his majesty’s service in North-America. T ,
: ¢ SR S . 127
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To a sovereign, who “glories in the name of Briton” the. bire recital’of
these acts must we presume, Justify the loyal subjectsewhio fly to the foot of
his throne and.implore his clemency for protection against then. ’

From this destructive system of colony admiristration adopted since the
conclusion: of the ‘last war, have flowed those <listresses, danzers, fears and
jealousies, that overwhehn your majesty's dutiful colonists with aflliction:
and we defy our most subtle and inveterate eneniies, to trace the unliappy
differenices between Great-Britain and these colonies, from an carlier pegiod

or fromi other causes than we have assigned. Had-they procecded on our part
from a restless levity of temper, unjust impulses of ambition, or artfil sug- .

gestions of seditious: persons, we should merit the opprobrious terms fit-
quently bestowed upon us," by those we revere. But so far from promoting
innovations, we have only opposed them: and can be charged with no of-

_fence. unless it beone, to receive injuries and be sensible of then,

Had our creator been pleased to’ give us existénce in a.land of slavery,

the sense of our condition might have been mitizated by ignorance and habit. -
But thanks be to his adoreable goodness, we were born the heirs of freedom,

and ever enjoyed our right under the auspices of vour royal ancestors, whose

- f:i!llil)' was seated on the British throne, to rescue and secure 2 pious and
‘gallant nation from the popery and despotism of a siperstitious and inexor-

able tyrant. Your niajesty, we are confident. justly rejoices. that vour title to
the crown is thus founded on'the title of your peaple to liberty: and there-
fore we déubt not, but your roval wisdom must approve the sensibility, that
teaches your subjects anxiously. to guard the blessings. they received from

divine providence, and thereby to. prove the performance of that compact; .

which elevated the-illustriou$ house of Brumswick to the imperial dignity. it-
- oW possesses. : '

The apprehension of being degraded into astate of servitude from the pre-
eminent rank of English freemen, while our minds retain the stroiigest love
of liberty, and clearly foresee the miserics preparing for us and our posterity.

excites emotions in our breasts. which though we cannot describe, we should .

not wish to conceal. Feeling as meén, and thinking.as subjects, in the manner
we do. silence would be disloyalty. By giving this faithful information, we
do all in our power, to prométe the great objects of your royal cares, the tran-
quillity of your government, and thé welfare of your people. ©
Duty to your majesty. and regard for the preservation of ourselves and cur

"posterity, the primary obligations o1 nature and society command us to en-
“ treat your royal attgntion; and as your majesty enjoys the signal distinction
.of reigning over frgg’mcn, we appreheénd the language of freemen can not be

displeasing. Yourfoyal indignition, we hope, will rather fall on those design-
. T ¥ R o . . 5 ° '
mg and d'._n\nger/lsl men, who daringly Interposing themselves between your

> o . L :
royal person arid Your faithful subjects, ahd for several years past incessantly - -

Pl o . P . . . . i
employcd\fgdlsso‘}\'e the bonds of society, by abusing vour niajesty’s author-
. . ™. . N . ‘ S . ‘ !
1y, misrepresenting your American subjects and prosecuting the most des-

perate and irritating projec(s of oppression. have at length compelled us,fby ‘

the force of accumulated injuries too severe to be any longer tolerable, to dis-
turb your majesty’s repose by our complaints. . ) ’

These sentirrents are extorted from hearts, thatunuch more willingly .

would bleed in your majesty’s service. Yet so greatly have we been misr({:p-

-
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rucntgd that a mcuslt) lns been alledged of- taking our property Ixom
.~ . uswithout our conscent “to defray the charge of the admmlstmtlon of justice,
"= the support of civil government, aid the defence _protection and security

of tlic cojonics.” But we beg leave to assure your majesty, that such: provision’

has been and will be made for defra,ing the two first articles, as las been

and shall be judged, by the lcwmlatuws of the several colonies, _]llSt ‘and suit- |

“able- to their respective circunmistances:- And for the defence protection

"and sceurity of the colonies, their militias, if properly regulated, as they
carnestly desire may immediately be done, would be fully sufficient, at lcaqt

' in times of peace; and in case of war, your:faithful colonists will be ready

and willingy-as they ever have been when constltutmnally required, to dem-
onstrate their loyhlty to your majcst), by exerting their ‘most strenuous ef-

fortsin granting supphu and raising forces. Yielding to no British subjects,
.in affectionate attachment to )OUI majoesty’s person,” ‘family and govern-
- ment,we too dearly prize the privilege of expressing-that. attachment by
those proofs, that are honourable to the prince- who receives them, and to
the people who give then, ever to ‘rcsign it to any body of mén upon earth.

Had we been permitted to enjoy.in quict the inlieritance left-us by ouir
forefathers, we should at this time have been pcaccably chccrfull) and
usefully employed in recommending ourselves by _every testimony of devo-
tion to your majesty, and of vencration to the state, from which we derive

- our origin. But though now exposed to unc\pcctcd and unnatural seenes
of distress by a contention with that natiofi, in whose parental guidaticé on
all important - affairs ‘we have IIM with filial reverence constantly
trusted, and thercfore can derive nodnstruction in our present-.unhappy and
pmplL\mn‘ circumstances fromn m{v former expericnee, yet we doubt not,
thc purity of -our intention a d the ntegrity of our conduct will -justify
' us at that grand tnbun'll b/l{:xc which all mankmd must submxt to judg-
4 ‘ment. .
\ We ask but for pcacc ,I/bcrt\, and safety. We wish not a dmnnutnon of
. the prerogative, nor do \(c solicit the grant. of any new right in our favour. -
\_ Your royal authority ovér us and our connexion with Great-Britain, we shall -
always carefully and z¢alously endeavour to support and maintain.
Filled with sentipents of duty to your majesty, and of affection to our
1t state, dLepf) nnprcsscd by our education ‘and strongly ‘confirmed by
“‘our regson, and anxidus- to evince the sincerity of “these dispositions, we ‘:.
present this petition only to obtain redress of gricvances and relicf from fears "
and jcalousg;\occasmncd by the systein of statutes and regulations adopted

v

. since the closg of the late war, for raising a revenue in Amenca—c\tcndmg
the powers of “egurts of achniralty and \u‘c-admxralt)—trymg persons in
Great Bntam foreffences alledged to be comnmitted in America—affecting -
the provinée of VIassachusctts bay;and alterilg the government and e¢xtend-
ing the' linits' of Quebec; by thc abolmon ‘of which systemn, the harmony
between Great-Britain and thesc coloniés so necessary to the happiness of
both .and so ardently desxrcc&by the latter, and the us "ntorcoumcs will
be immediately réstored. In the magnanimity and justicy ar iyour majesty
and par]lamcnt we confide, for ‘a_redress of our.other g"no\ an(cs, trusting,
that when the causes of our appxchcmxom are removed, our:future conduct
will prove us not umworthy of the regard, we have bccn ace uslomcc’- m our

N . -
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lmpplcr da)s to enjoy. For: '1])])0 aling to t]mt being who searches thox"ourrhly

the hearts of hxs creatures,we soleimnly p:ofess, that our councils have been’
influenced by fio other motive, than a’dread of unpcnclmg destruction.
Permit us then, niost gracious sovereign, '

‘in thespanze of all your faithful people in America, with the utinost hunuhty

to inplore you, for tlic honour of Almighty qu, whose pure religion our
enemies are undermining; for vour glory, which can be advanced only by
rendering your subjects happy and keeping them united: for the interests
nf your fanul\ depending on an adherence to the principles that enthroned

; for the s1lct) and welfare of your kingdoms and dominions threatened
w nth almost unavoidable dangcm and chstu_s%s that yvour majesty, as the
loving father of your whole people, connected by tlie same bands of law,
loyalt\ faith ‘and blood, thougl: dwelling in various countries, will not sufTer’
the transcendant relation for med by these ties to be farther violated, in uncer-
tain c.\])cctahon of clTects, t]hlt, if atmmccl, néver can compensate for the
c’llannpes throtigh which they must be gained.

W c_,thcwfoxc most r"un('stlv bescech your majesty, that’ voui royal author-

ity and mtd position may be used for our relief; and that a gracious answ er

may be given to thxs p(_tmon
That your nnjcst\' may enjoy every felicity lthll“’h a long and frlnuous

‘reign over loyal and happy subjects, and that yvour duz cndants may inherit

vour pxospcnt\ and dominions *til time shall be ho more, is and al\\a\'s will

- he our sincere and fervent prayer.

John Dickinson
_John Morton
Thomas Mifllin
Cicorge Ross
Gha® Humphreys
Char Rodney
3 TFho*M: Kean

Geo: Read -

Mat. Tilghman

Th* Johnson Jun®
W Paca

Henry Middleton
Jno. Sullivan .- o .
Nath® Folsom . . _
Thomas Ciishing S
Samuel Adams

John Adams.

Rob* Treat Paine

Step Hopkins -

Sam: Ward

Elipht Dycr

Roger Sherman

Stlas Deanc.

Phil. Livingston

: John Alsop

Samuel Chase
Richard Henry Lee
I’amcl\ Henry -

Isaac Low ° Washington
Jas. Duane bdmund Pendleton
John Jay- Rich?® Bland

W Floyd
Henry Wisner
S: Beerum’
Wil: Livingston
John De Hart
Step Crane”
Rich® Sinith
E Biddte .

+ J: Galloway

Benj® Harrison
Will Hooper
JosephyHewes
R Caswell
Tho Lynch
Chris* Gadgden
-J. Rutledge

" Edward: Rutledge
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Reception of the o T
Measures of; Congress T

'l

_12 “The Umted Wnsdom of North-Amcnca Lcltcr of VO\ Popull

(November 10; 1774) \

Many arti;les appeared in colonial'néwspaper's‘[1raisihg the work of Con-

gress and urging [mblic support. Representative of these was the letter of

-Vox Populi, the voice of the people, which- was: published in the South-

Carolina .Gazette (Charleston) in early November. It is reprinted from
the. vérsion which app: ared in tlze Pcnnsylvama Gazette (Philadelphia), .

vNovember 30, 1774.

+. Ubi consulueris mature, FACT O opus vst.
SAI.LUSI

Many Thanks to  the worthy Con"rcss re-cchoes “from  the gcnc:ous
Breasts of grateful Thousands: The firmest Iriend of our Continent, cannot
form a more sanguine Wish, than that the Colonies may firmly execute what

- they have wisely resolved. When 1 read their glorious Proceedings, I sce

: mscnbcd on every Page, in Golden Capitals, “THE AMERICANS ARE
INVINCIBLE.” The untutored Savages of the new World, and the polished

Sons of Freedom in th¢. old, when they know our manly Oppo;mon with ~
and join -

17

Admiration will exclaim, “Brave Americans, worthy of Liberty!

in their united'Supplications to the known and unknown God, to snu]c :

upon our glorious Struggle.
Some extol Roman Greatness, and others admire Comcan Bravery, but

the Heart of every Son of these Pro»mccs may distend with _]0), w h(.n he

reflects that he is born an American.
“Oh glorious: Day! Oh happy Union! From Nova-Scotia to Georgia one

"mlcrhty Mind inspires the whole! When 1 consider the Unanirhity, the Firm-
~ness; the Wisdom of our late Representatives,I feel a Joy unutterable, dnd

an Exultation néver felt before. What remains, but that cach one join Heart
and Hand in the vigorous Execution of thclr wisely concerted Plan? The

Wretch who hangs back, proclaims by his Delay, that ki cither regards not .

the ‘Welfare of America, or that _he understands her Intcrcsts bcttcr than
the united Wisdom of her Sons.

We now know our Dut), happy for us, if we rcducc our. Knowlcdgc into
Practice. Without thié, in vain has the Congrcss met;——in vain have they
resolved. Much better to have: acquiesced at once, than to fail inthe Exe-

cution of a Plan with so much Pains concerted. Inthis Case we may expect” /

S

the Derision of School-Boys, and the Execrations of Posterity.

Away with the ﬂmey Excuses suggested by Avarice and mistaken Sclf-//

interest. Know it, ye American Colonies; that true Self-interest demands the'

1‘3: : ’ T . 131 ..
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. exact Observancc of all th(‘ Sg-lf-d(.nvmg Inwnctxons of the Assouauon'

“That fond Principle which leads a distressed Mariner, for the Preservation of -
Life, to throw overboard his Property, much more consistently calls uporn
..you, to save yoursclves and Posterity by Frugality, and a temporary Sus-
. pension.of E\pmts
- The Wit of Man could not have d(-\m.d any lhmf,r more hl\vlv to-obtaii
a Redress of our Grievances than the Plan concerted. Intvain has Humanity
and Justice plead our Cause; but now Self-love will operate.in our Favour,
more strongly than the Cries of the Infant, Fatherless and Widow.. If we
strictly'adhere to the Line marked out, ina few Months_the West-India
Plantcxs, the English and Irish Manufacturers will be so (hstlcas(.d that
froin a Regard to_ their own Interests, they. will espouse our Cause in a
Manner that will shake the Throne of \IaJcstv itself, whilst Lord N——h,
and every ‘Abettor of American Opu.ssnon, will be cursed mth the dvm«r

(-xoans of starving ) Millions. . ' . "

The present Struggle will either msluc Happiness and Fr(_cdom ormis-
erable Slavery to this Continent. America, fully and- freely represented,
“has drawn up its Bill of Rights, these a(knonh.dgcd our Ruin can proceed
-only from oursclves. To obtain a thorough Establishi..at of- then, we héed
onl\ wicld the Weapons of ‘Self-denial prescribed by ol ]\(-pu.scutdmcs
If we fail in our present Opposition, Tuture Attempts njust certainly be in

vain; whereas if we succeed, no Ministér will be hardy enough to .renew

the unsuccessful' Attack. Our Al is at Stake, and upo:\ the Behaviour of

“this Day hangs the Fate of future Generationg. Let every ohe, therefore; who
_ loves his Country, walk in the Way pomu.d out hy the united Wisdom of

'North-Anierica. ] .
i Vo:. PoruLL
Cm\mrs-TO\\'N Nov. 10, I77+

13. “What end can thls serve but to create confusion™: Lcucr 10 lhe People
of New- ]ersc) (Novembcr 19,1774) :

By no mecans 21’7[ Anmrz';ans agreed with Vox Populi, however. A vocal
minority attacked the -productions of Congress as illegal and il considered
and urged the public to shun the Association. Among this group was the
anonymous writer of a lctter “T'o the People of ]\'rw-je,rrev > which is re-
[mnted here /rom Peter Force, ed., Amcrican Ax(hxvcs (1837-1853), 4th
series, I,987-989. -

*® .- * * * * * *

My Frienps anv Cou \TR\ MenN: I had once some hopre thar the Resolu-
tions ofthe’ Congress would have been such as to produce some gmd té the
Colonies, but I find my “fears verified by thcnr proceedings; chesen, on one
side, they scem to have had no other view than to please their clectors, and
to forward confusion among us. They have formed no system by which the
present differences might be solved, and future contentions av oided, but
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deliberatively have made bad warse, Teft us no retreat, nor the mother conne
trly any opening to advance to a reconciliation, ST

With sovercign contemipt they have overlooked the-Legislature of Great.
Britain, and appealed to the People; will not this ll)coplc take offence at the -

_ - indignity so manifestly shown to their Legislature, and receive the appeal

with disgust?® especially when they see that we have forbid all intefcourse
with them, and that with as much seenfing authority as if we were'an inde-
pendent state, and determining on a'rupture with themn? Nay, will not this
conduct be construed as oPen enniity to the British nune? o
. Again, with the greatest assurance they lm\'c-'a;'»x':ligni-d the Lords and
" Commons of the highgst injustice, in altering the form of one Government,
though perhaps for the better, and yet have taken upon themselves to declare
the old established forms in others, unconstitutional, dangerous, and destruc-
tive to the freedom of American Legislation, hecauleithey have a chjsl;'uiy\'(:
Coouncil Thus, by raising new contentions, and drawing us into new con-
troversies, wlntt end #4n.INs serve but th ereate confusion”? From confusion,
‘my (:oi‘fx]lx')'x;:(-xl,'is b be reaged the new Republick. o :
Again, they havt wan l',J"‘r(-Sol\'(-d against the Lows of “Jrade. the Officers
. of the Customs, the aytiority of Judges of the Admiralty. &e. Perhaps in some
instances. the Laws of “I'rade may be severe, and the appoinunent and exer:
cise of the offices of Judges of the Admiralty, and of the Customs, inay be real
matter of complaint: but why did they not ask recress of the Legislatitre of
Great Britain? Lsuspect, that feeling their influence, and clated with power,
new and uncenstitutional, they apprehended,the application would be suc-.
-cesslulyand their authority at an end; they, therefore, have inade their appeal
to the people, hoping to stir up rebellion and strife again: they have tickled
you by increasing the number of your Committees, that You may appear to
have a great share in. this new Government, and at the same tifne that they
*lold out to you an abhorrence of the Laws of Trade, and take npon them-
s_cl'\'cs to give power, to Heaven knows ivho, to inspeet the entries at the Cus-
tom House, and by the cleventh article of the Association, these Committee,
men have a large ficld to range in, and may hold up.the most respectable
characters among us to conterpt, and turn himm over to be treated as an
~enemy of his ('(;llnl'r)'. ' : S .
- Had an Act of Parliament formed suclt an inquiisition, by giving power
to any man, or set of men, to,observe the conduct of their fellow-subjects,
" and, as a wajority shénld determine, their neighbour should be;: exposed
to insult and contempt at theirépleasure, hew should we have heaid of
the liberty of the subject, his rigli to trial by his picers, &c., &c. Yet ihese
men, at; the same time they arraign the highest authority on carth, insolently
-trample-on the libertics of their-fellow-subjects: and, without the shadow-
of a trial, take from them their property, grant it to others. and not content -
-+ with all this, hold them up to contetpt, and expose thenr to the vilest injuries.
. View again-the conduct of these men while they deckire o Non-Tiuporta-
tion from Great Britain and Ireland, of any Goods, Warcs. and Merchan-
dises—of Molasses, &c., from the [Vest Indies,—of . Wines from -the
Maderia and Western Islands, and thereby, in effect, prohibit an -export-
.atien of the Tron, Lumber, Wheat, Pork, Beef, Flour. and Corn, of the
middle :Colonies and particularly of this, as the places- to which all .thcs'c
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.are shlp‘pcd can give us no retirn but in the articles our-Congress prohibit us

-, toimport. Yet Rice, the staple of Carolina, is to he exported without restraint
or limitation.. Why this distinction? Is it because the Delegates of that

Colonry had more regard for the interest of the people they represented? Or
that our Delegates could take avhat liberties they pleased with us? Or what
was the reasoy? . T o .
When unreysonable partiality ‘appears in men--when they take much
_pains, use studied language, and appeal to Heaven for tlic uprightness of
their intentions,\we have just cause to suspect; for the sincerity of our
intentions is-best' \hown by our actions, it-wants not the parade of words;

‘the plainest lariguaye’is best, and requires no .appeal to -Heaven to induce

our belief. Yet this Qongress; in all their publications,” (except the letter to

General Gage), have\paid more “attention to sounding words, and taken
more pains to convince the world they are scholars, than to show a

. LR . .y s
disposition to scttle our diflerences. In’ short, when they appear averse to .

aye . . 3% . . “ . . . Ty
conciliating measurcs, and Show a disposition to create confusion, and

huni us into war and bloodshed, it is manifest they are actuated by motives

inconsistent”with the people’s interest. For examples of their inclination to
war, let me appeal to their adopting the Suffolk Resolves: and to their
own inconsistent minutes, for a determination upon confusion and mischiel,
particularly upon that arrogant Resolve, wherein. they: require the repeal
of many Laws of Tiade, &c., “as “essentially necessary in ordef to restore
harmony between “Great Britdin’ and the American Colonies” Can the
people who ‘they style spirited and brave, stoop to such humiliating terms?

Could this Resolve then ‘have_been made with any other view than to.
affront a_brave .people. and prevent them from hearing and redressing’
real grievances? It is natural. mv countrymeny, for men who fecl themselhves

suddenly.clothed with unlimited powers, to have a desire to continue that
authority they have by accident acquired, and to keep the ball up, for if
"no longer be dupes to their ambition. = , .

All changes in. Goverminent;.-my countrymen, are dangerous to' the

once it comes to the ground, then authority vanishes, and the people will

people—we have ingensibly, and in the hurry of our zeal, departed from our’
Constitution, and eritered a new mode of governing, as inconsistent with'

liberty as it is opposite to Monarchy; in short, we have skid into a Republick
when we did not mean it, and out of fear of a distant and ideal tyranny,

. - . . . ’
we have created a ddngerous and real one among ourselves. We have no

instances of laws so severe, or any, regulations so .inimical to liberty as the
Resolves of this. Congress, who show themselves double-faced on' every
occasion: read their cajoling letter. to the Canadians: again, see how these

- Canadians are paintgd in another place as fit tools; from Hancient preju-
“dices, to.act with hostility against the true Protestant “Colonies, whenever .

C134

a wicked Ministery shall choose to “direct them.” See the artifice that js

~used through the whrole of their proceedings to keep you in a ferment, and

you willtrace thesthirst of dominion through every page. ‘It is not so

much, my countrymen; that the mother country is inclined to tyranny, as

it is those among us who desire rule, and want to lord it over us, and

therefore keep up a controversy that sooner or later .will end in our ruin.
\ ) :
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As we have alrcacly done what we ought not to have done, and-left yndone
those things which W("ought to have done, let us shim the rock thesé pilots
would run us upon; let us-in time return to our Constltutlon, and by our
Representatives, like honest men, state our grievances, and ask relief of
the mother state; let us do this with that plainness and dmcncy of language
that will show at once our sincerity, and remove every suspicion that we
have the least intention or desire: to be mdcpendun Let us remember

“that our buxdul has been light; that the mother state has ever protected
us by her.arms—and her renown among the. Nations of the world-—nay;
fet ug remegmber that these-men who are most forward and noisy patriots in ..
the great Towns have acquired wealth-in forbidden trade, and have, even
“in that trade, been profected by the name of Britain, -and ought- to be .-
suspec ted and detested by us, as we have too long been duped by them.

- Let us shun an Association .artfully. designed to entangle us, and fedr
not the threats contained in it; let us remember ourselves; our children,’
our country; and while we are attentive to our libertics, let us not forget.

_our duty. o o : '
New Jersey, November 19, 1774.

14 Instructmq Postcrny in the “great science of securing and pérpetuating
freedomn™: “Political Observations, Without Order; Addressed to the
I’eople of ‘\mcnca (Novcmbcr 14,1774) -

\

Stll others «lm(rall; a/)/nme(l of what ('ongnen had (lonc but {ound
in the procecdings and the exanple of Congress the hape for some\great
5 new political creation «L'IIICII might perfect the “great=science of sccuring
and perpetuating Freedom.” One such_person was the-author of “Political’
Observations, Without Order,” which came out of Philadelphia -in early.
November 1774. In its criticism of the’ lmtmy of Kings”’ this essay came
very clasc to an advocacy of re/mblw(umm It is reprinted here frort Forec,

Ced, \manan \r(lmu, 4th :vne:,] 976-977.

1. All powcr of Government is derived. from God through the instru-~"
mentality of Kings or the People. Has the impartial Governour of th/o/u/l-
verse communicated his attributes of power, wisdon, justice and=mtrcy 6~
Kiigs -only, and denied the least portion of them to every other class of
mankind? Lét history decicle this question. The history of Kings is nothmv
but the history of the \foll) and depravity of human nature,

2. To live (sms Bishop Hoadly) by one man’s will became the cause of
all men’s misery. If the Bible was silent, analogy would ‘teach us that the
~depravity and misery of one man could contaminate and render' miscrable
a whole race of men. Look up then, mortals, to Kings with humility. They are
living histories of your first calanuty “One Man still continues to be the

” source of misery and depravity.in all the Kingdoms of the world. ‘God deals
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:witli all mankind as he did with the Jews. He gives ilio‘xq,b’.ing.s only in his

anger. We read now and then, itis true, of a good King, so we read like-
wise of a Prophet ¢scaping unhurt from a Lion’s den, and of three men

-walking in a fieey fdrnace, without having eveir their gatments singed. The
~order of nature is as much inverted in the first, as it was in the last two cases.

A good King is a miracle, i . "

3. The American Congress derives all its power, wisdom and justice, not
from scrolls. of parchment signed by Kings, but from the People. A more
«august, and’a more equitable Legiskitive body never existed in any quarter
of the globe. It is founded upon the principles of the most perfect liberty.
A [reeman in honouring and obeying the. Congress, honours and obeys fiim-
self. The man who refuses to do both, is a_slave. He knows nothing of the

- dignity of lis nature: He cannot govern himsell. Expose him for sale at a

* publick venduc. Send him to plant Sugar with his fellow slaves in Jamaicu.
~Let not the air of America he contaminated with. his breath. '

“opp

- . The Congress, like other Legislative badics, have annexed penalties to
“their laws. They do not consist ﬂhg—gﬂl‘ows, the rack, and the stake. These
punishments belong to vindictis€ states, and are proper only for a corruptéd. -
people. They have held o/u.t{o punishinentsibut infamy, a species ol infamy
which sound more.dregdful to-a frecman than the gallows, the rack, or the
stake. It is this, hie shdll be declared in the publick papers to be an Enemy to-
his country. ’ ‘ C. B ' N

5. The wisdom and ‘revenge of man have -been exhausted to find out
a suitablg plinishment for treason. or for those crimes which affect the liberty .
and bappiness of a people. The least deviation from the Resolves of the
gress will be treason:—such treason as few villains have ever had an
ortunity of committing. It will be treason against the present inhabitants
of the Colonies: " Against the millions of unborn generations-who are to
exist hereafter in America: Against the only liberty and happiness which
remain to mankind: Against the last hopes of the wretched in every corner
of the world.—In a word, it will be treason against' God. It will be to take

. from Him (with reverence be it spoken) the-power, of making his creatures

happy. T do not attenipt to hint'a punishment for such extensive and come . -
plicated guilt. Infamy is a punishment of the soul. It can only affect a
freeman. The body of the wretch who is capable of violating the Resolves
of the Congress is the only part of him which can be' punished: But here

all ingenuity fails us. The tortures of Damicn and Ravillac would be ren-

dered aboitive for this purpose by theé longest possible duration of human .
life. . e ' o
6. There is a“strange veneration for antiquity and disinclination for .

~ innovations in all civil as well as religious bodies. We are now laying the.

foundation of an American Constitution. Let us therefore hold up évery thing
we do to the eye of posterity. They will probably measure their liberties.
and happiness by the most careless of our footsteps. Let no unhallowed hand
touch the. precious seed of Liberty. Let us form the glorious tree in such a
manner, and impregnate it with such principles of life, that it shall last

- forever. Greeee, Rome and Britain would still have been free, had not the

principles of corruption been concealed in the elements of their constitu-,
tutions. Let ys not avail ourselves of the just spirit of the times, but bind
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up posterity to be freemen, Our Congress were actuated-with this' prophetick  ~
o benevolence, when they dissolved themselves, and reconunended a new
choice of Delegates in the Spring, - B . Co

7. There is some reason to fearithat the steps we are obliged to take
to defend onr lib'crti‘cs: will render’ s carcless in establishing them. Wise
and good wenin Bl;it\uil_t have lifted 'up the curtain of futurity in ' dmerica.
Let us not b alraid to look threuigh it. Ye intuitive Spirits who see through -
the conriection of cause and effect,.Ye holy:Spirits who have been acens-
tomed "to trace the operations of Divine Providence. Yo dedjsive Spirits
who resolve and execute at once.~Ye know what I mean. “In clernitatem
pingo” said a poct. Let us neither think, write, speak, nor act, without
keeping our-eves fixed upon the. period which shall dissolve our connesion
with Great Britain: “The delirium of the,present ) linistry may. precipitate

" .it: But the ordinary course- of human things must accomplish it. Britain
may relax from her present arbitrary measures, bu political necessity, not
justice, must herealter be the nieasure of her actions. Frecmen cannot bear
a middle state. between liberty and slavery. It is (fssé_x;xtial to-the happiness
of liberty, that it should be secure and perpetual. S

8. A rotation of offices is one of the life guards of liberty, The right as
well assthe obligations to Legislation, are alike binding upon all men. To
“prevent pride and excessive popularity, and to diffuse knowledge and vir-
tue, are the surest methods of securing and perpetuating publick liberty.
These are to be obtained only by a constant rotation of offices. o :

9. T almost wish to live to hear the triumphs of the Jubilee in .the vear-
1874;.to see the medals, pictures, fragments of writings, &c., that shall
be displayed to revive thic memory of, the proceedings of the Congress in
the vear 1774. If any adventitious circumnstances shall give precedency on ¢
that day it shall be to inherit the blood.or even to possess the name of -a
member of that glorious assembly. I cannot alter this, be understood: to
mean the. least reflection upon any one of that body when' I'urge, that
onlv-one-half, or at nmost two-thirds of the old Members should be returned
from each. Colony to attend the next Congress. The good dispositions in
human nature sometimes lead us astray in publick affairs. Do not, jllustrious
‘Senators, avail yourselves of the gratitude and vencration of your country-
men. Yqu have, we trust, made them free. But a nobler task awaits you.
Instruct them, instruct posterity in the. great science of securing ‘and per-
petuating Freedom. '

. . .
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" as a'secret political
bassader, with Fra

First Continentul.Congress”® -

" CONNECTICUT'

|
Bzfogmﬁﬁz"cal Dmevtory of the . \1 RN
. : ‘ . | B

vy 1) | .
\':

.DEANE, Silas, a Dclegate from Connecéticut; born in Groton, Connj, Decembér 24,

and reccived A.M. from Yale in 1763 ; taught school and studied law}; was-admitted
to the bar in 1761 and cominenced practice in Wethersfield, Conn.; cpgaged in mer- -,

' .. 1737; received 'a classical training, and was graduated from Yale Cbllege, in 17

58[‘

cantile pursuits in the same town? chairman of local commiittee to enfdrce a non-con-

sumption agrcement 176g;

entered Gencral Asseinbly 1772; secretar} of *legislative

committee of correspondence, May 1773; deputy of the gencral assembly 1768-1775;
"Member of the Continental Congress 1774~1776; ordered to France ih March 1776

of Lafayctte, De K

| and financial agent, and in September was commissioned as Am-

. nklin and Lee; negotiated and signed the treaty bdtween France
" and the United States in Paris on February 6, 1778; personally sccurdd the. services e
alb, and other forcign officers, and procured supplics in Europe

for the colonjes; was criticized for his handling of these matters; learjed that Con- .

" gress had ordered him back to the colonies in 1778; was investigated |by Congress;

rcturned to France to ‘procure. transeripts of his transactions there; later. found that

'the publication of some of his confidential dispatches had embittered :hat Govern-

ment against him, and he, was compelled to go io Holland, and thence

o Great Bri-

- tain; greatly .impoverished; died on board ship sailing from England to Canada

" September-23, 1789; intefment in Deal, on the Kentish coast, England; in 1842 Con-
“gress vindicated his memory by deciding that a’ considerable sum of \money was |

. due him, which was paid to his heirs. o

\

* “DYER, Eliphaiet, a Delegate from Ci)nncjcficut'; born i

n Windham, Conn.; Scp-

-tember 14, 1721; pursued reparatory studies, and was graduated from ale College, |
New Haven, Conn., in 1740} scrved as town clerk; appointed captain. in the militia
in 1745; studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1746 and commence practice in

Windham; justice of the peace in 1746; member of the

General Assembly 1747

1762; and was advanced to-the rank of major in the last-named year; whs active in
the project of establishing a Connccticut colony in the Susquchanna Vali¢y, being an”
original member of the Susquchanna Co. formed in 1753, and served as a member of

the committee to purchase the Indian title to the’ lands

selected for tHe proposed -

.colony at Wyoming, which were then believed  to be within the chartdr limits of

-Connecticut; in.1755, during the French and Indian War, was appointed lieutenant

colonel of onc of the'regiments sent by Connecticut to assist

in the reduction of Cr:?

- Point, and. later, in 1758, was miadé colonel of a regiment sent against Ca a;
member of the governor's touncil 1762-1784"; went to England in 1763 \to -obtain

- Dictionary of Congress 1774-1971 (1974) with extensive co

confirmation of the Susquéhanna Co.’

cessful; appointed comptroller of the port of New London
Stamp-Act Congress in 1765; judge of the ‘superior court

s title’ t6 the Wyoming fegion, but was unsuc- -

in 1764; delcgdte to the
1766-1793, and Served as

chief judge from 1789 until 1793; Member of the Continental Congress 1 '74—31779
and 1780-1783; member of the committee of safety in 1775; retired from p\\lblic life

P

~ in 1793; died in’ Windham, Conn., May 13,-1807; interment in Windham Crincccry.

*These sketches were compiled by Katherine Kobayashi from' the Biogr phical

the Dictionary of American qugmphy (1927-37).
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- © SHERMAN, Roger, a Delegate, 2 Representative, and a Senator from Connecticut;
born in Newton, Mass., April 19, 1721; moved with his parents to Stoughton (now
Canton), Mass:, in 1723; attended the common schools; learned the shoemaker's
trade; move to New Milford, Conn., in 1743; appointed surveyor of New Haven
County in 17450 active in town affairs as juryman, gauger, town clerk pro tem, clerk
of the church, deacon, :chool committeeman, and agent to the Assembly on town
business; studied law; was admitted to the. bar in February 1754 and practiced;
member of theé-Connecticut Assembly 1755-1756, 1758-1761, and 1764-1766; justice
of the peace for ‘Litchfield County 1755-1761, and' of the quorum 1759-1761; mem-
- ber of a committec to consider the colony’s part in financing the Crown Point expe-
dition 1755 ; appointed commissary for the Connccticut troops 1759; moved to New
- Haven, -Conn., in June 1761; justice of the peace and quorum for New FHaven
County in 1765 and 1766; served in the State senate 1766-1785; judge of the superior
court 17661789, head of New Haven Committee of Correspondence: memher of tlic
council of safety 1777-1779, and 1782; Member of the Continental Congress 1774—
1781, 1783, and 1784; a signer of the Declaration of Independence and a member of
the committee which drafted it; member of the committee to prepare the Articles of
- Confederation; the only Membet-of the Continental Congress who signed all four of
the great State papers—the Declaration of 1774, the Declaration of Independence,.
the Articles of Confederation, and the Federal Confederation, mayor of New Haven

from 1784 until his death; delegate to the Federal Constitutional Convention .at = ~'

Philadelphia in 1787; clected to the First Congress (March 4, 1789-March 3, 1791) ;. -

elected to the United States Senate to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of . _,

William S. Johnson and served from June 13, 1791, until his death in New Haven,

. Conn., July 23, 1793; intenment in the Grove Street Cemetery. B

DELAWARE - o

McKEAN, Thomas;, a Delegate from Delaware; born in. New London, Chester
«County, Pa.,, March 19, 1734; studied at Rev. Francis Alison’s academy, in New -
London, Pa., for seven years; engaged as Llerk to the prothonotary of the court of
common pleas for two years; deputy prothonotary and register for the probate of

. wills for New Castle County, studying law at the same- tinie with his cousin, ‘David
Finney; was admitted to the har in 1755 and commenced ractice in New Castle,

. Del.; appointed deputy attorney general for Sussex County in'1756 and served until
1758 when he resigned; assisted in ‘compiling the provincial laws in 1762; clerk of
the Delaware Assembly 1757-1759; went to England and resulned: the study of law
at.the Middle Temple in London; member of the Delaware House of Assembly 1762~
1779 and served as speaker in 1772-1773 ; appointed one og the three.-trustees of the
loan office for New Castle County in 1764 and served. uhti 1772; delegate from
Delaware to the Stamp-Act Congress in 1765; appointed' by:the Governor s?!_&notary
for the lower counties of Delaware July 10, 1765; in the same year receivedthe com:

- mission of a justice of the peace, of the court of common pleas and quarter! sessions,

and .of the orphans’ court for New Castle County: appointed collectoppf-the port of

New Castle in 1771; Member of the Continental Congress 1774-1776/and 1778-1783

‘

and served as President of Congress in 1781; a signer of the Declarationof Independ- .-

ence; member of the State house of representatives in 1776 »ad 1777 ’zm{! s;‘(vcd as
i

¢~ . speaker in the.latter year; President of the State of Delaw:.re in ,117;7-f chiefijustice

of Pennsylva;lia"'1777—1799; served in the Revolutionary War;' rig ml)'c’x"‘ of the con-
vention of Pennsylvania which ratified the Constitution of the Unitéa'Siatcs Decem:

_ ber 12, 1787; delegate to the State constitutional convention 1789-1796; Governor
of Pennsylvania 1799-1808; retired from public life: died in Philadelphia, Pa., June
24, 1817; interment.in Laure! Hill Cemetery. S ' :

READ, George, a Delegate and a Senator from Delaware; born' near North East,
Cecil County, Md., September 18, 1733} completed preparatory studies at a school
in Chester; Pa., and at the academy of Rev. Francis Alison in New London, Pa.;

" studied law 'in"the office of John Moland- of Philadelphia: was adniitted to the bar
and began practice in Philadelphia in 1753 moved to New Castle, Del., in 1754;
« attorney general for lower Delaware 1763-1774; member of the provincial assembly’
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" Militia in 1736 superintendent®of the printing of Delaware currency in 1959; member

.

1765-1777; Member of the Continental Congress 1774-1777; asigner of the Decla-
ration of Independence; president of the State constitutional convention in 1776;
vice president of the State under this constitution: dejfgate from Delaware o the
Federal Constitutional Convention; member of the State houss of represeritatives in
1779 and 1780; judge of the United States Court of Appeals in admiralty cases in
'1782; clected to the United States Senate and served from.March 4,.1789, to Sep-
tember 18, 1793, when he tesigned, having been appointed chicf justice:of Delaware;

" served until his death in Nuw Castle, bcl., September 21, 1798; interment in Imn-.
manuel Churchyard. . . : :

- RODNEY, Caesar, a Dclcgatc from Dclnw:\rc; borih near Dover, Del;, October 7,

1728; completed prcp:\raiory'studics;. engaged in agrieulwral pursuits; high sheriff .
. of Kent County 1735-1758; served Kent County as register of wills, recorder of deeds,

clerk of the orphans’ court, and justice of the p€ace; captain in the Kent County )

ofi the State assernbly 1758, 1761-1770, 1772-1776; speaker of the ‘assembly 1769,
1773, 1774, 1775-1776; representatiée of Kent County at the Stamp Act Congress,
1765 ; trustee of the Kent County ]an Office in. 1769-178+; associate justice of the
Delaware Supremie Court 1769-1777; Member of the.Continental Congress 177-1—
1776 a signer of the Declaration/of Independence: servegd in the Revolutionary Army

as a brigadier general: again a Member of thi Continental Congressin 1777 and 1778;

‘reclected. but before taking his seat was ¢lected President of Delaware, und served

fromn 1778 to 1781; again a Measber of the Continental Congress in 1782 and L783; . -
died in-Dover, Del., June 29, 178+4; intertnent on his farm, “Byfield,” near Dover;

'reinterment in the Episcopal Cemetery, Dover, Del.

MARYLAND = .. ¢ .

CHASE, Samucl, a Delegate from Marylund; born in Princess Anne, Somerset
County, Md., April 17, 1741 : was tutored privately and. pursuesd an-academic eourse;
studied lawt in the offices of Hammond and Hall of Annapolis; was adniitted to prac-
tice in the mayor's court in 1761 and in chancery and certain of the county courts in’
1763; commenced practice in Annapolis, Md.: member of the General .Assembly of
Maryland 1764—178+4: member of the Maryland Committee of Correspondence 177+,

. .member of the Maryiand convention and the* Council of Safery 1775: Member of
* the Continerital Congress A774-1778, 1784, and 1785 sent on a’ special mission to.

Canada in 1776 to induce the Canadians to juin i the. revolution against Great
Britain: a signer of the Declaration of Independence; went to England in 1783 as
agent: for the State of Maryland to recover the stock in the Bank of England which .-
had been purchised when the State was a colony of Great Britain: moved to Baltimore,
Md,, in 1786; judge of the Bultimore critninal court in 1784; a})p()int@'d judge of
the general court of Maryland in" 1791 ; appointed by President Washington an As-
sociate Justice of the United States Supremne Court in 1796; articles of itnpeachment

.were filed against.iim in 1804 on charges of malfeasance in office five vears previous

in his conduct of the trials of Frics for treason ard Callendar for sedition, and for a
more recent address to a Maryland grand jury: tried by the Senate in 1803, lie was

" acquitted of all charges on March 5; 1805: resumed his seat on the bench, and

retained it until his death in Washipgton, D.C., on June.19, 1811 ; interment ’in Old

. St. Paul's Cemetery, Baltimore, Md. ~ -~

GOLDSBOROUGH, Rebert, a Delegate from Maryland; born at “Horns Point,”
Dorchester County, Md., December 3, 1733 : pursued. an academic course; studied
law at the Middle Temple. London, England: was called to the English bar in 1757; °
returned to Maryland; was graduated from the Philadelphia College (now the Uni-
versity of Penrslyvania) in 1760; continied  the practice of law at Cambridge, Md.; .
high sherifi’ of Dorcester County 1761-1765; burgess to the Maryland Assembly -
in 1764; attorney general of Maryland 1766-1768: prowminent in ante-Revolutionary
movements; Member of the/Continedtal Congress in 1774 and 1775 ;" member of the
council of safety in.1775 afd of the convention of the Province of Maryland, August
1, 1776, called to frameg/a constitution; cleced to the State senate in 1777; retired
from publi¢ life to his fstate near Cambridge, Md.: died at “Horns Point,” near
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Cz;mbridge, Md., on December éZ, ]'788; interment: in Christ Protestant Epiliscopa]'

Church-Cemetery, Cambridge, Md. P

JOHNSON, Thomas, a Declegate from Maryland; born ncar the mouth/of St.
Leonards Creek, Calvert County, Md., November 4, 1732; at an early age moved to
Annapolis, Md:,; and became a writer in the office of. the clerk of the provincial court;
studied lav under Stephen Bordley; was admitted to the bar; practiced law in Amna-

polis; entered the provincial assembly as a delégate from Anne Arundel County in -

1762; member of a committee set up- to specify “the constitutional rights an’d privi-
<leges of the freemen of the province™ after the passage of the’ Stamp Act; mémber of
“*the commitice of ‘correspondence  and of the council of safety; assisted in ofganizing

« the-Potomac Co. for improving the navigation of the Potomac River; a niember of
the Annapolis Con{jntion of June 1774; Member of the Continental Congress 1774~

1777; nominated Gforge Washington as commander in chicf of the Awmerican forces
.June 15, 1775; dclegate to the first constitutional convention of Maryland in 1976;

.served in the Revblutionary War as senior brigadier general of Mnryland/Mi]ita-:\nd

led the western Maryland forces that went to Washington’s relief during his retreat

through New Jersey; first Goveérnor of Maryland 1777-1779; moved to Frederick -

County, Md. ; member of the Maryland House of Delegates in 1780, ]78,6; and 1787;
meniber of the Maryland convention for ratification- of the Federal Constitution in
" 1788; chief justice of the general Court of Maryland in 1790 and 1791 : appointed by
President Washington the first United ‘States judge for the district of Maryland in
" Scptember] 1789 but declined; appointed Associate Justice of the United States
Supreme Court in 1791 to fill the vacancy caused by the death of John Rutledge and
servid until February 1793, when he resigned on account of ill health; declined a
" Cabinet portfolio of Sccretary of State tendered by President Washington August 24,
1795; appointed by President John Adams chief judge of the Territory of Columbia
February 28, 1301; as a member of the Board of Commissioners of the Federal Gity

assisted in laying out the streets and designating’sites for public buildings and named

the capital city “Washingtan”; died at “Rose Hill,” Frederick, Md., -October 26,
1819; interment in All Saints’ Episcopal Churchyard; reinterment in Mount Olivet

Cemetery, Fre_;lcrick, Md.

PACA, William, a Dciégatc’ from Matyland; born at “Wye Hall,”” near Abingdon,
Quecen Anne (now Harford) County, Md., October 31, 1740: was graduated from
» Philadelphia College in 1759; studied law in Annapolis, Md., and in the Inncr. Termple,

London, England; was admitted to the bar in 176+4; feturned home and commenced..*

the practice of his profession at Annapolis in 1764; clected to the provincial assembly
1768 ; served on the Maryland Cominittee of Correspondence; representative to the
provincial convention 1774; Member of the Continental Congress 1774-1779; a signer
of the Declaratoin of Independence; member vof "the Maryland Council of- Safety
served in the, State senate,1777-1779; chief judge of the superior court of Maryland
1778-1780; chicf justice of the court of appeals in prize and admiralty cases 1780~
1782; Governor of Maryland from November 1782 to November 1785 ; was influentinl

in establishing Washington College in Chestertown. Md., 12 1786; delegate to the-

State convention in 1788 which ratified the Fedcéral Constitution; appointed by Pres-
ident Washington as judge of the United States Court for Maryland and served from

11789 until his death at “Wye Hall,” Queen Anne County, Md., October 23, 1799;
interment in the family burial ground, Queen Anne County, Md. -

. TILGHMAN, Matthew, a Delegate from Maryland; born at the ‘‘Hermitage,?
near Centerville, Queen. Anne County, Md., February 17,1718 ; was tutored_ private-
ly under the direction of Hugh' Jones;. became captain of troop organized to protect

the Eastern Shore from Indians 1741; appointed associate justice of the . Talbot County:

Court.1741; justice of the quorum- 1749-1769; presiding justice in Talbot County
1770-1775; member of the Maryland House of Delegates 1751-1758, 1760-1761,
-1768-1777; scrving as.speaker 1773-1774; meinber of the committee of the Assembly
, which drafted a remonstrance to the. King against the Townsend Acts 1768; president
" of the Revolutionary convention that ‘directed the affairs of the colony 1774-1776;

chairman of the committee of correspondence for Talbot County; president of the
Council of Safety; Mcmbcrllof the Contincntal Congress 1774-1776; was summoncd .
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‘from his seaf\in Congress. to ‘attend the convention- at Annapolis, Md., convening
June 21, 1776X\gaiid served as president of that body, it bring during.-his service in

declaration and.charter of rights and plan of government. (constitution) for the State -

—Ammapolis that the Declaration of Independence, which he supported, was adopted
’ and signed at Philadélphin: chaiman of the ©dmmittee which prepared the first

. of Maryland; resigned his seat in Conyress and was clected as a member of the State

’

senate in 1776, reldcted in' 1781 but resigned before the expiration . of his term; )

", was an extensive land owper and etigaged in planting; died at his estate “Bayside,” in

-

" Talbot County, Md/, I\'ﬁ);-i»,“\’z 7/‘)0,; interment in the family cemetery at “Rich Ngek.”
. . A ot

MASSACHUSETTS - | o

ADAMS, John)-a Delegafe from Massachusetts and a Vice President and 2d Presi-
dent. of the Unilﬁd Siates; born-in Braintree, Mass.. October 30, 1735: was grad-
uated from Harvard College in 1755; taught school at Worcester; studied law under

* James Putnam; lvas admitted to the bar in 1758 and commenced practice in Suffolk
County; joined the Sons of Liberty: and appeared before Governor Hutchinson, with
Otis and Gridlel, to arguc-against the Stainp Act; was elected to represent. Boston,
to which city he had moved, in the gencral court in 1768 : Mcmlﬁcr of the Continental
Congress 1774-1778; signed the Declaration of Independence hnd proposed George
Washington, of | Virginiay for Gengral of the American Army; became membér of
Board of War, bt resigned and wa$ appointed conunissioner, superseding Deane, with
Franklin and Arthur Lee, to the Court of France; later made Minister Plenipotentiary
to: Holland to degotiate a loan in 1782; obtained the loan and negotiated a treat
of amity and comnmerce; was the first Minister to England, serving from 1785 u'nti{

. 1788; elected in|1788 as the first Vice President of the United States on the Federalist
ticket.with George Washington as President ; reclected in 1792 and served from April
30, 1789, to Ma ch 3, 1797; elected President of the United States as ia m-mber of the
Federalist Party and served fromy Mirch 4, 1797, to March 3, 1801 ¢ his last act in
office was to appoint John Marshall as Chief Justice of the United States: at the

-age’ of cighty-five served .as a delegate to the constitutional convention of Massachu-
setts; died in Quincy, Mass., July 4, 1826; intermient under the. old First Congrega-

- tional Church, now called the United First Parish Church (Unitarian). -

ADAMS, Samuel, 2*\Delegate from Massachusctts; born in Boston, Mn?s.,'Septcm-
ber 27, 1722, was graduatgd from Harvard College in 1740, received M.A. 1743
engaged in theshrewing hﬁsincss; appointed tax collector of Boston and served from
1756-1764; drafted the instructions given by the town of Boston to its newly chosen
representatives with reference to Lord. Grenville's proposed Stamp Act in May 1764;
member of the general court of Massachusetts 1765177+ : Member of the Continental
Congress from 1774 to 1782, when”he resigned @ a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pentlence ; member of the Massachusetts constitutional convention 91 1779 president
of the 3=+ =~nate in 1781 ; member of the- State constitational convention in- 1788
unsuccessful candidate for clection in 1788 to the First Congress; Licutenant Governor

1789-1793: Governor 1793-1797; died in Boston, Mass., Octobier 2; 1803 ; interment .

in Granary Burial Ground.

CUSHING, Thomas, a Declegate from Massachus.ctté; born 'in’Bostzm, Mass.,

© March 24, 1725 attended Boston Latin School : was graduated from Harvard College

in 1744; active in commerce during 1740s and 1750s: studicd law; was adnitted to
the bar and commenced practice in Boston; mcinber of the provincial assembly 1761
1774 and appointed as speaker in 1766; member of the standing comnmittee of the
.“Society for Encouraging Trade and Commerce within' the Provinee of Massachusetts\
Bay” in 1763; member of the commiittee appointed by the General Court in-1764 to )

‘promote concerted protest arong the colonies against the Stamnp Act; signer of the -

nonimportation agreement of 1768 ; mewmber of the State convention in Boston in 1768;
appointed to the Boston Committec. of Correspondence 1773; sc]_u’c"tcdl as inember of
the-Comnmittee of Saféty 1774; delegate. to the Provincial Congritss of Massachusetts
.and the Second Provincial Congress; Member of the Continental Congress 1774—,
1776 ; commissary general of Massachusetts in 1775; declined 'to"hc a candidate for
clection to the Continental Congress in 1779: Lieutenant Co'vqrnn; of Massachusetts

- oy
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1780-1788-and Acting:Governor in 1783 ; delegate to the State constitutional convent
tion w/hich ratified the Federal Conslilu‘tion in 1788 ; one-of the founders of the Ammeri-
-can Academy of Arts and Sciences; died in Boston, Mass., February 28, 1788; inter-
: r/né’ri; in Granary Burial Ground. . 7 ;}/‘ L

* B v

/ PAINE, Robert Treat, a, Delegate from Massachusetts; born in- Boston, Mass.,
March 115-1731; attended the Boston Latin School, and was graduated/from Harvard ]
College in 1749; studied: theology; was chaplain of troops on the Crown; Point
expedition in 1753; studied’ law, taking. a.cbqrse with Benjamin Pratt; was admitted N
to the bar in 1757 and commeficed practice i Portland; moved to Taunton in 1761; .
.associate prosecuting attorney in the “Boston Massacre” trial; delegate to the State .
convention at Boston in 1768; member of the provincial assembly 1773, 1774, 1775}
1777, and 1778; Member of the Continental Congress 1774-1776, clected to the*
Continental 'Cong_x;c;ss of 1777 but did not attend; a signer of the” Declaration of -+ .
Indepéndencé; Speaker-of the State asiembly in 1777; attorney general of Massachu-~
_setts 1777-1790; "member of ‘the . Govérnor’s council in 1779 and 1780;
*" was.important in the drafting of a.State constitution 1778-178€ : moved to Boston
. in 1780; judge of lhc'Mass'achusct.ls'Suprcmc.Com'l 1790-1804; died in Bdston,
- Mass, May 11, 1814; interment in the Old.Granary Burying GrQ\u/nd. o
. . . N

' NEW HAMPSHIRE. -\

FOLSOM; Nathaniel, a Dciegate from New Hampshire; born in Exeter, Rocking-
ham County, N.H., September 18, 1726; served in the French and Indian Wars as
a captain in Colonel Blanchard’s regiment gaining particular distinction in 1755 dur: v
ing the Crown Point ‘expedition ; also active in mercantile business in Exeter; mem-
ber of the Provincial Congress; successively major, lieutenant colonel, and colonel
of the Fourth Regiment of New Hampshire Militia, which he commianded at the
beginning of the Revolutionary War; brigadier general of-the New Hampshire troops
sent to Massachusetts and served during the siege of ‘Boston ; appointed major general
and planned the details of troops sent from New Hampshire to Ticonderoga-Mem- ,.
ber of the Continental Congress in 1774, 1775, and 1777-1780; member of‘_th_‘e‘:"‘\? w’
Council. 1776 ; meinber of the legislature and of the Committee of Safety;-a delegate
to the State constitutional convention of 1783, serving as its president; a judge in
the’ court of common pleas; died in Exeter, N.H., on May 26, 1790; interment in
.Winter Street Cemnetery. ) - .

SULLIVAN, John (brother of James Sullivan and father of George Sullivan), a
Delegate from Neéw Hampshire; born in Soniersworth, N.H., February 17, 1740;
" received a limited education; studied law at Portsmouth under Samuel Livermore;
* was admitted to the bar and commenced practice in Durham in 1760; took an active
part in pre-Revolutioniary movements; appointed major in the’ New Hampshire
w .. - militia'in 1772; Meiber_of the "Continental Congress in 1774 and 1775; appointed
" as a brigadier general in 1775; promoted to major -general in 1776, and from July
1773 until late in 1779 was anactive participant in many major cngagements and
received the thanks of Washington and the approbation of Congress; resigned on
account of ill health; again a Member of the Continental Congress in 1780 and 1781 ;
attorney general of New Hampshire 1782-1786; President of Néw Hampshire in
1786, 1787, and 1789; member of the convention that ratified the Federal Constitu-
tion; speaker of the State house of representatives; presidential elector in 1789; ap-
* pointed by President Washington .judge of thc United .States District Court of New
Hampshire in September 1789 and' held that office until his death in Durham,

" N.H., January 23, 1795 ; interment.in the Sullivan family cemetery. - .

'NEW JERSEY

CRANE, Stephcn, a Dclbéalc fro;r'n_'Ncw Jersey; born in Elizabct.l.lt'own -(how
" Elizabeth), N.J., in July 1709; sheriff of Essex County under George the Third ;' was .
chosen by the Elizabethtown Associates to. go to England and lay a petition before

*

-

7 the King irr 1743; members of the town committee in 1750; judge of the court of
“common pleas during thc agitaticn over the stamp act; member of the State general
145
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assembly 1766-1773 and served a§ speaker in 1771; mayor

_146; | . ' | i.4l'2

© T . .
of Elizabethtown 1772= ™™
1774 was appointed: chainnan of the county comniittee of New Brunswick in 1774;
Metnber of the ‘Continental Congress 1774-1776; chairman of the town committee
in 1776; member of ‘the State council in 1776, 1777, and 1779; dicd 'in Elizabeth,
N.J., July 1, 1780; intcrment in the First Presbyterian Church Cemectery.

DE HART, John, a Declegate from New Jersey; born in Elizabethtewn (now
Elizabeth), N.J., in 1728; completed preparatory studies; studiced law; was-admitted
to the bar and practiced; was made a sergeant-at-law on September 11, 17703 was
onc of the signers of ‘the Articles of Association, as the nonimportation agreement was
called, in 1774; Member of the Continental Congress and served from July 3, 1774, .
until his resignation on_Novcmber 22, 1775; again clected on Fcbruary 14, 1776, but

-resigned on June 13, 1776; member of the committee, who prepared the draft for
" the New Jersey State constitution in June 1776; elected chicf justice of the State
- supreme court September 4, 1776, and his declination was accepted February 5,-.

1777; mayor of Elizabethtown under the revised charter and served from November

- 1789 until his death; died i,xi-Elizabcth‘tmvh, N.J., June 1, 1793; internient on St.

John’s ‘Churchyard. S s

KINSEY, James; a Delegate from N('\\' Jersey; born‘in Philndclphia, Pa., March 22,
17315 attended the common schools; studicd law; was admitted to the New Jerscy

bar in 1753 "and practiced in the courts of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, with resi-
dence'in Burlington County, N.J.;: member of the State géncral assembly 1772-1775;

" member of the committee of correspondence for - Burlington County in 1774 and

1775; Mcmber of the Continental Congress from July 23, 1774, until his resignation
cffective November 22,.1775; appointed- chicf justice of the supremie court of New

“Jerscy on November 20, 1789, and served until his death in Burlingfon, N.J., Janu:

ary 4, 1803; interment in-St. Mary’s Churchyard.

LIVINGSTON, William, a Delcgate from New Jersey; born in Albany, N. Y.,
November 30, 1723; was graduated from . Yale College in 1741; studied law in the
officc of James Alexander, under men such as Alcxander and William Smith; was -
admitted~to the bar 1\1\1 1748 and commenced practice in New York; prepared. a
digest of -the proyinciali laws with William Smith, Jr.; 1752 and l762;'cstab!ishcd .
and edited thc-Ihdbpcnd‘ent'Rcﬂcc’thjn 1752; a commissioner to adjust the boundary
lines betwéen New York and Massachusctts in 1754 and New York dnd New Jersey
in 1764; member. of ’fhc\.provincial -assembly fronc Livingston Manor 1759-1761;
movedt to Elizabethtown {now “Elizabeth), N. J. in 1772; member of the Essex’
County Committee of Correspondence; elected Member” of “the Continental Con-

‘gress July 23, 1774, and served until June 5, 1776; became commander of the New

(8

Jersey Militia in 1776, and served until August 31, 1776, having been elected Governor;
served consecutively as Governor of New Jersey from August 31, 1776, until his
dcath; appointed onc of the ,éommissioncrs te supcrintendent the construction of
Federal buildings in 1785, but deélined, as he did the appointment to be Minister
to The Hague tendered June 23, 1785; delegate to the' .Federal Constitutional Con-.
vention in Philadelphia in 1787 and one.of the signers of the Constitution; died in
Elizabethtown, Union C()uhty, N. J.,.July 25, 1790; interment in the family vault
in Trinity Churchyard, New York City. . "
SMITH, Richard, a Délcgatc fronr New Jerscy: born in Burlington, N. J.; March 22,
1735; educated under/private teachers and in Friends' schools ;- studied law with

Joseph Galloway of Philadelphia; was admitted to the bar about 1 760; coinmissioned _'
connty “clerk-of Burlington on December 7, 1762, apparently served as clerk of the

" Colonial Assembly for several years: clected Member of the Continental Congress

from July 23, 1774+ and served until June 12, 1776, when he resigned; was one of
the signers of thevpetition to the King, being the last cffort of the Gilouies to avert
an armed conflict: member of the :State -council in 1776; clected treasiirer of New

. Jersey and scrqu from 1776 to February 15, 1777, when he resigned ; moved to

Laurens; N. Y.,/in 1790 "and thence -to Philadelphia in, 1799; died near Natchez,
Miss., September 17, 1803 : intermient in Natchez Cemetery. ) .



‘. NEW YORK ’ ) o ) ~ . - .° ‘ .,1

. ALSOP, John, a Delegate front New York; born in. New Windsor, Orange County,
N.Y,, in 172+4; compleied preparatory studies; moved to New York City and engaged
in mercantile pursuits and importing; represented- New York City in the colonial -
legislature ; one of the inéorporstors of the New York Hospital, serving as its governor
=7 1770-178%; Member of the Continental Congressafrom. September 14 to October 26,
£ 1774, and from May 10, 1775, to the latter part of that year; member of a committee
E"}*. " of one hundred appointed in 1775' by the citizens of the city to take charge of the
“government until a convention could be assenibled; served as the eighth president of
the'New Yorl: Chamber of ComYnercé in 178+ and 1785; died in Newtown, Long
Island, N. Y., November 23; 1794 interment ipn Trinity Church Cemetery, New-
York City. A . h ) : : -

BOERUM, Simon, a Delegate from New York; born in New- Lots (now Brooklyn),
Long Island, N. Y., February 29;1724; attended the Dutch school at Flatbush, N, Y.
from which he was graduated; engaged in agricultural pursuits and milling ; appointed
county clerk of Kings County by Governor Clinton in 1750 also became clerk of the
board of supervisors and held both positions until his death; nicmber of the colonial
assembly 17611775 ; deputy to the provincial convention in April 1775; Member of )
+ s~ . the Continental Congress in 1775; died in Brooklyn, N. Y., July 11, 1775; interment
% in Glenwood Cemetery. ‘ : . o

DUANE, James, a Delegate from New York; born in New York City February 6,
1733; completed preparatory studies probably with the Rev. Richard Charlton, a clas-
sical tutor; studied law in the office of James Alexander; was admitted to the bar

-August 3, 1754; clerk of the chancery court in"1762; attorney general of New-York ]
in 1767; boundary commissioner in 1768 and 1784; State Indian commissioner in
1774; was one of those who tried to quell the Stamp Act mob 1765 and took othey.
. conservative stands; appointed to the Commniittee of Correspondence in ' 1774: dele-
gate to the provincial convention-in 1775 ; menibér of the Revolutionary Committee
of One-Hundred in 1775: Member of the Continental Congress 17741783 ; member
" of the Provincial Congress in 1776 and 1777; served in the State scnaté 1782-1785
and 1788-1790; mayor of New York City 1784-1789; delegate to the State conven-
‘tion which.ratified the¢ Federal Constitution in, 1788; United States district judge for
the'district of New York-1789-1794; died in Duanésburg, Schenectady County, N. Y.,
: .l'Fcbru;lr‘y\l, 1797; interment under the church in Duanesburg. -

———FLOYD; William, a elegate and a sRepresentative from New -York; born in
] Brookhaven,\Long Island, N.Y.; December 17, 1734; reccived limited academic edu-
cation; inherited large.landed estate. at age of ‘cighteen; served as an officer in the
Suffolk County mjlitia and later as major, general in the State militia; was prominent

in the ante-Revolutionary movements; Member of the Continental Congress 1774~
1777; signed the Dt}cl,a'r;ltion of Independence; served in the State sepate in 1777
and 1778; again a Member of the Continental Congress 1778-1783; again served in

- the State senate 1784-1788; clected to the First Congress (March“, 1789-March 3,
1791) ; unsuccessful candidate for reclection in 1790 to the Second Congress; presi-
dential elector in 1792; moved in 1803 to Westernville, Oneidal County; again
presidential elector in 1800, 1804, and 1820; delegate to the State coﬁ\stitutiona’l con-

.

vention in 1801 again a member of.the State senate in 1808; died in Westernville, .

N.Y., August 4, 1821 ; interment in Presbyterian Church Cemetery. e

HARING, John, a Delegate from New York; born in Tappan, Rockland ‘County,
N.Y., September 28, 1739; attended school in New York City: studied law; was ad-
mitted to the bar and practiced in New York City and Rockland Courty; Member:
of the Continental Congress.in 1774, 1775, and 1785-1788; judge of Orange Couiity .

- in 1774, 1775, and 1778-1788: member of the provincial conventiori of ‘April 1775

- and of the four New York Provincial Congresses in 1775-1777, sctving us president

" pro tempore of the Second and Third Provincial Congresses; served in"'.,_thc State
senate 1781-1789; member of the council of appointment in 1781 and 17825 member. .
of the State board of regents in 1784; member of the State convention in, 1788 to

‘consider "the Federal Constitution and voted to reject it; member of ‘the State as-

-
.
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- of W.ight;_]uly 23, !791. s
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* sembly in 1806; dicdm in Blauveitville, Rockland County, N.Y., April 1, 1809; inter-

rient in Tappan Church Cemetery, Tappan, N.Y.

JAY, John, a Delegate from New York; born in New York City December- 12,
1745; cducated by private tutors, and was graduated from Kings College (now
Columbia University) in 1764 ; studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1768; mem-
ber royal commission for settling boundary between New York and New Jersey; 1773
sérved on the New York committee of correspondence ; Member of the Continental
Congrdis 1774-1777,-1778, and 1779; while attending the Congress in Philadelphia
in 1776 the Convention of the Representatives of the State of New York (formerly
the New York Provincial Congress); mecting at ) \'ﬁtc' Plains, N. Y., requested his

presence and coupsél and it was upon his niotio, as a member-of the. convention, "

July 9, 1776, that the Declaration of Independinee was unanirmiously approved :
recalled some months in 1777 to aid in forming the New York State constitution ;
appointed chief justice of the State of New York ifn-May 1777 but resigned Decerms

-Der 1778 to become President of the Continental Gi»xlxgr‘t"s? and served in that capacity
“from December 10, 1778, to September 28, 177 i-appdinted Minister Plenipoten-

tiary to Spain September 27, 1779; appointed ‘one of the thinisters to negotiate peace
with Great Britain June 14, 1781, and signed the treaty of Paris; appointed one of
the ministers to negotiate treaties with the European pchrs May 1, 17834 returned
to -New York in 178+4: appointed Secretary of Foreign] Affairs July 1784, which
position he' held until the establishment of the Federal’ Government in '1789; ap-
puinted. the first Chief Justice of the United States by President -Washington Sep-,
tember 26, 1789, and served until Juune 29, 1795, when he resigned ; unsuccessful™
Federal eandidate for Governor of New York in 1792 appointed Envoy Extraordin-
ary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Great Britain April 19,1794, and served until
April 8, 1795, still retaining” his position as Chicf Justide of the "United States;
Governor of New. York 1795-1801; dc('lincl[ reelection and* also a .reappointment

.8 Chicf Justice of the United Statés: ret ed to his farm at Bedford, ncar New.
“York City, where he died May F7,.1829; interment in the family burying ground at
. Rye, N Y, g : o :

LIVINGSTON, Philip, a Delegate from. New, York; born in Albany, N. Y., Janu:
ary 1571716; was graduated from Yale College in 1737: engaged in the mereantile

.-business in New York City: member of the hoard of aldermen 1754-1762 ; member of

the provincial house of representatives '1763-1769 and served as speaker in 1768;

E;

member of the New: York Committee of Correspondence ; delegate to the Stamp Act -
‘Congress in October 1765 ;-register in chancery in 1764 and 1769; Mcmber of the

Continental Congress from 1774 until his death: a signer of the Declaration of”

’ Independence; president of the New York Provincial Convention in 1775 ; member

of the State asseinbly in.1776 served in_the, State senate in 1777 prominent in coni-
mercial and educational societies; died while attending the sixth session of the Con-
tinental Congress in York, Pa., June 12, 1778; interment in a tomb in Prospect Hill
Cemetery, York, York Connty, Pa. : : '

LO\\',.IS:\?\C, a Dcl‘é’gntc from NL;\\‘ York; iJ;Jrll at Raritan Landing, ncar New:
‘Brunswick, N.J., April 13, 1735; active in prc~Rcv(»]utinnn'r,\"n”':lirs_: moved to

New York. City and engaged in mercantile purshits; had financial intercst in slitting
mill alsoy stamp-act commissioner for the Provinee of New York during the French’
and Indian War: delegate to Stamp Act Congress 1763 1768 chosen head of com-
mittee of inspection to cnforcv;'non-impdrmtinn; ‘chairman of Committee of Fifty-

. onc; Member of the Continental Congress in 1774 and 1775; declived’ member-

ship .in the Provincial Congress in 1775; became chairman of Committee &f Sixty;

‘was oppused to armed conflict _with Great Britain and after the Declaration

of Independence aband@d the patriot cause; returned to Rariton, N.J., in
1776 where he was accused of treason and imprisoned by the New Jersey Convention,
but wag released on the iiucrp_psitiun of George Washington; returned to New York
after the British occupation: one of=the founders.and president “of the New York
Chamber of Commerce 177521 743¢ his property was confiscated in 1779 by the
American authorities, and in 17{33 he moved to Englund, where he died in- Gowes, Isle
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.NORTH CAROLINA , _
- CASWELL, Richard, a Delegate froin North Carolina; born in'Cecil County, Md.,

_in 1776; delegate t¢
” Governor of North

lWISN\ER, 'chry, a Delegate*from New Yaork; born at G.oshen, Orzihgc C"éunty;

" N.Y., in 1720 had little formal schooling; engaged in farming, invested in real estate,
.and built.a gristmill ncar Goshen, engaged in farming N.Y; member of the colonial

assenibly 1759-1769; delegate to the New York provincial convention' in 1775; Mem-
ber of the Continental Congiess 1774—1776; following instructions did not vote for

Declaration of Independence though he ivas present and favored it, but was absent at - -

the time it was signed, attending the Provincial Congress i’ New York, to which he had -
* just.been clected ; member of the Provincial Congress in 1776 and 1777 ; erccted three
“ powder mills in_the vicinity of Goshen, Orange County, N. Y., and supplied powder
- to the Continental Ariiy>during the. Revolution; onc of the committee that framed’

the first constitution of New York in 1777; member of the commission to provide for

" fortifying the Hudson' River, which constructed forts at West Point and placed the

chain across the river in 1776-and 1778; served in the State scnate 1777-1 782; estab-
lished an academy at Goshen in '1784; member of the first_poard of regents of -the

University of the State of New York,.1784—1787; served as \a member of the State :

convention that ratified_the Federal Constitution in .1788 where he voted against

~ratification out of a fear'of granting so much power to the central government, died
in Goshen, N. Y., on March 4, 1790; interment in the Old Wallkill Cemectery,.
‘Phillipsburg, N. Y. C e .

August 3, 1729; moved o Raleigh, North Carolina in 1746 where he worked as a
surveyor and a lawyer} Appointed deputy surveyor of the colony in 1750; clerk of the
court of Orange Countf 1752-1754; was admitted to the bar in 175+ and comnmenced
practice in Hillsboro, W.C.: member of the colonial house of delegates 175-4-1771, and
served as speaker the flast two years; comnanded the right wing of Governor Tryon's
army at the Battle of [Alainance in 1771; served in the Revolutionary Army; Member
of the Continental Congress 1774-1776; commanded the patriots at the Battle of
Moores Creck Bridge, North Carolina, Fcbruary 23, 1776; colonel of the North
Carolina Partisan Riingers 1776-1777 ; appointed major-general of the state militia
1780; appointed brigadier géneral of the New Bern District by the Provincial Congress
the State constitutional convention aud its president in 1776;

commanded the No thr.Carolina troops at the Battle of Camden in 1780; comptroller

" géneral in 1782; mdinber of the State senate 1782-178+4 and served as spcaker; again
_clected” Governor iJ‘l 1785 and served until 1788; appointed delegate from North
wention that framed the Federal Constitution in 1787, but did

Carolina to. the co
not attend; mem! er of the State convention at Fayetieville, N.C., that adopted the

PR e ) .
‘Federal Constituitivfi in 1789 ; member and speaker of the State house of commons in

1789 and served until Tis death in Fayetteville, N.C., November 10, 1789; interment

" in the family cemefery on his esg.'}tc near Kinston, Lenoir Gounty, N.C.

"'Q\HEWES, Joseph, a Delegate from North Carolina: 3orn in Kingston, N. J., Janu-

ary, 23, 1730; finished schopl and was then apprenticed to a Philadelphia merchant;
engaged in business in Philadelphia, P4., for a time; moved to Edenton, N.C., some-

time: between 1756 and 1763 and set up a successful mercantile and shipping business -

there; member of the State house of comtnons in 1766-1775;" member ‘of ithe com-
mittee of correspondence in 1773; delegate to the Provincial Congresses; Member- of

the Continental Congress 1774--1777; again served in the State house of cgmmons in’
'__1778 and-1779; member of the committee to repoit upon the rights of. the! Colonics;

was a signer of the Declaration of Inc/lef)eni]‘cncc; again a Member of the Continental’
Congress in"1779 and served until-liis death in Philadelphia, Pa., on November 10,
1779; interment in Christ Churchyard, oo :

s

HOOPER, William, a Delegate from North Cardlina; bori in Boston, "Mass., June
17, 1742; attended the Boston Latin Schiool, and -was graduated from Harvard Col-

lege in 1760; studied lawv tinder James Otis; was admitted to the bar; moved to
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o 'Wilmingto.n, N.C., in 1764 where he began practice; deputy :ittornc.y-‘gencral; member

of Tryon’s military expedition against the Regulators 1771; member of Cor'nmittc$
of Correspondence; leader of movement to send relief after passage of. Boston Port,
Bill; member of the Colonial Assembly of North Carolina 1773-1776; published a,
.scries of articles against the Crown which aroused the people to the ‘issugs”involved,
and he was disbarred for one year; Member of the Continental Congress 1774-1777;
a signer of the Declaration of Independence; moved for the first Provincial Congress in

1774 and was elected to all five Congresses; prominent in Revolutionary movements;

member of the State assembly inf 1777 and 1778; meinber of the commission to settle
a boundary dispute between Massachusetts and New York in 1786 ; died in Hillshoro,

N.C,, October 14, 1790; intcrmcx_)t in Guilford Battle Gréund, N.C.
‘PENNSYLVANIA R _ S

BIDDLE, Edward, a Delegate from Pcnns')"lvania'; born in’ Phi]adéibhia,__Pa., in
1738; entered the provincial army as an ensign in 1754, promoted to lieutenant and

captain, and served until 1763, when he resigned ; studied law; was admitted to the *

bar and commenced practice in Reading, Pa.: member of the State assembly 1767-
1775, serving as speaker in 1774; member of the provincial convention held at Phila-
delphia in 1775; again a member of the State asseinbly -in 1778; Member of the
Continental Congresses 1774-1776, 1778, and 1779; dicd at Chatsworth, ncar Balti-
niore, Md., September 5, 1779 intermient in St. Paul’s Chiirchyard, Baltimore, Md.

DICKINSON, John, a Delegate from Pennsylvania and from Declaware; bgrn on
his father's ‘estate, “Crosiadord,” near: Trappe, Talbot County, Md., Novémber 8,
'1732; moved with his parents in 1740 to Dovér, Del.,'where he studicd under a private
teacher; studied law in Philadelphia under John Moland beginning in 1750*and at
the Middle Temple-in London; was ddmitted to\thc bar 1757 and ‘commenced prac-
tice in Philadelphia;; member of the Assembly of ¥ Lower Counties,” as the State of
Delaware was then called, in 1760 and becitme speaker. member of the Pennsylvania
Assembly in 1792 and 176+4; delegate to the Stamp Act Congress in 1763 ; re-clected to |
Pennsylvania Assembly in 1770: Chairman of Philadelphia Committee of Correspond-
ence in 177%4; resigned. from Pennsylvania Assembly 1776 ; Member from Penn-
sylvania to the Continental Congress 1774-1776 and from’ Delawaie in 1779 and.
1780; brigadier general of Pennsylvania Militia for only a brief time; President of

" the State of Delaware in 1781; returned to- Philadelphia and served as President of
Pennsylvania 1782-1785; returned to Delaware; was a member of the Federal con-
vention of 1787 which framed the Constitution and was one of the signers from

* Delaware; died in Wiliington, New Castle County, Del.; on February 14, 1808; inter-
.. mentin the Friends Burial Ground. Lo

‘GALLOWAY, Joseph, a Delegate from Pennsylvania; born at West River, Anne
- Arundel County, Md., about 1729; received a liberal schooling; moved to Philadelphia’.
“after father's death to study law: was admitted to the“bar and began practice in-
" Philadelphia, Pa.; he was -dlso involved in several. mercantile houses and “western
land speculation; member. of the Pennsylvaria Colonial” Flouse of Representatives
1757-1775, with the exception if 1764-1765, and served as speaker 1766-1775;
Member of the Continental Congress. in 1774; signed the nonimportation agroe-
- ment, but was opposed to independence of the Colonies and remained loyal to the-
King: during British occupation of Philadelphia he became civil administrator with
titles of superintendent of police and of the port; moved to England in.1778; the saine
year the General Assembly of Pennsylvania gonvieted him of high treason and con-
fiscated his cstates, valued -at about £40,000; died in Watford,” Herts, England,
Atigust 29, 1803 - ' S, : o

HUMPHREYS, Charles, a Delegatec f\mm I?énnsyhhnia{ born in Haverford, Dela-

ware County, Pa., September 19, -1714; completed preparatory studies; engaged in

niilling: member of the Provincial Congress 1774 : Member of the Continental Con-

-fgrcs&;_‘l\77;l¥-1‘7'76;'_vntcd against the Declaration of Independence as he was a Qiraker
and ('xp[idliifd\tn\\gg‘r; dicd in Haverford, Pa., March 11, 1786 interment in Old Haver-,
ford Mceting House Cemetery. 1 4 {, ’
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MIFFLIN, Thoinas,'/a. Delegate from Pennsylvania; born in Philadelphia, Pa.,
January 10, 1744; attended ‘a Quaker school and was graduated from the College of - -
Philadelphia (now the University of Pennsylvania) in 1760; prepared to be a nier-
chant in the counting house of William Coleman of Philadelphia 1760-1764; visited

- Burope 1764; Liegan successful mercantile Carcer -1763; meinber -of the American

Philosophical Socicty 1765-1799; meniber of the colonial legislature 1772—1776; ac-
tively opposed. Stamp Act and favored non-inportation agreements; Member of the
Continental Congress 1774-1776 and 1782-1 784, and was its President in 1783-174 ;.
helped draft the Association of 1774; assisted in organizing troops and in.training themn -
for service in the Continental Army; appointed major May- 1775; appointed. chief

" aide-de-camp to General Washington June 23, 1775; appointed Quartermaster General
P I PP t

of ‘the Continental Ariny August 14, 1775: appointed. colonel Demember 22, 17753,

.appointed brigadier general May 16, 1776; appointed major general February 19, 1777;

submitted resignations both as a quartermaster and major general Octaber 8, 1777 .
resignation as quartermaster cffective March 1778: resignation “as major-general
accepted February 25, 1779: appointed member of board of war November 7, 1777 .
trustee of the University of Pennsylvania 1778-1791; in January 1780; appointed
a member of a special board to consider general expenses and was given the thanks of
Congress {or the “wisc and salutary plaus recommended”; served as member of the
State-Assembly 1778-1779; delegate to the Federal Constitutional Convention in
1787; president of the supreme exceutive council “of Peunsylvania October 1788 to
October 1790; president of the State constitutional convention in 1790: Governor of
Pennsylvania 1790-1799; again a member of the State house' of - representatives in

. . 1799 and 1800; died in Lancaster, Pa., January 20, 1800 interment in the front yard

of Trinity Lutheran Church.

n -

. MORTON, John, a Delegate from Pennsylvania: born near the old Morris Ferry. -

(now the Darby Creck Bridge), Ridléy{ Township, Delaware County, Pa.; in 1724;
attended the canunon school for about three months, and .received soine tutoring

*in surveying; a land surveyor for many years: became justice of the peace in 1757:

nfember of the colonial general assembly 1756-1766 and 1769-1775 and served. .
as speaker 1775; memnber of the (Stamp Act) Congress in 1765; high sheriff of

" Chester County 1766-1769: appointed as a judge in 1770 for the trial of Negroes,

serving as president judge of the court of general sessions and common pleas of-
the county, and in April 1774 was appointed an associate justice of **: ~. -~reme
court of appeals of Pennsylvania: member of the Continental Congress :° 7% ;=) »,
cast the deciding vote of the Pennsylvania delegation .on the adoption ot w: {icta-
ration of Independénce, and was a signer. thereof; died in Ridley Park, ‘Delaware |

. County, Pa., in April 1777; interment in St. Paul's Churchyard,-Chester, Pa

' RHOADS, Samuel, 2 Delegate from Pennsylvania; born in Philadelphia, Pa., in

" 1711; receive a limited schooling and became a carpenter and builder;. member

of the city council in 1741; member of the provincial- assembly 1761-1764 and
1771-177+4; comniissioner to a conference of western Indians and the Six Nations
at Lancaster, Pa., in 1_76}; Member of the Continental Congress, in 1774 and 1775:
mayor’ of Philadelphid in 1774; founder and -inember- of board of managers of
the Pennsylvania Haspital 1751=1781; director of the Philadclphia Library; died
in Philade]phid, Pa., April 7, 1784. ' T .

ROSS, George, a Delegate from Pcnnsyl\'a.nia; born in New Castle, Del,, May 10,

- 1730; completed preparatory studies; studied law; with his step-brother John Ross

was admitted to the bar.in 1750 and conunenced practice in Lancaster, Pa.; served
for 12 years as prosccutor for the Crown in Cumberland County, member of the
colonial assembly 1768-1776; delegdte to the State convention in 177:4; Mcwmber
of the Continental Congress 1774—~1777; a signer of the Declaration of Independence;
saw brief service as colonel of associators and in 1776 negotiated a tréaty with Indians |
of NW Pennsylvania; vice-President of Pennsylvania Constitutional convention of
1776; appointed judge of-thé court of adniiralty for Pennsylvania March 1, 1779 and
served in that capacity until his death near Philadclphia, Pa., July ', 1779; interment

- in’Christ Churchyard.
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RHODE ISLAND N : |
HOPKINS, Stephen, a Dclcgaic from Rhode Island; born in Providence, R:"I.,

March 7, 1707 ; attended the public schools; was raised on a farm in the town of Scitu-

ate, Providence County: woderator of first Scituate town mceting; 1732 became

town clerk; 1735 president of the town council; member of the general assembly

1732-33, 1735—38,_1741—52 and 1770-1775; served as speaker 1742 and 1749 justice’

of the court of common pleas in 1739, 1741 beecame clerk of court of comion pleas
noved to .Providence in 1742 -and engaged in surveying and merchantile pursuits;

" fromn 174749 was assistant justice of Rhode Island superior court; chief justice of the

superior court 1751-175+4; delegate to the Colonial Congress which met-in Albany in

" 175+: Colonial Governor of Rhode Island in 1753, 1756, 1758-1761, 1763, 176+, and

1767 first chancellor of Rhode Island College (Brown Usiiv.) 176:t; again appointed

chief justice of the superior coust in 1773; held three iniportant offices at the same

titne-—member of the assemnbly, Member of the Continental Congress, and chief justice;
Menmber of the Continental Congress 1774-1776; a signer of the Declaration of
Independence; member R. 1. General Assembly 1777; died in Providence, R. 1.,
July 13,1785; interment in the North Burial Ground. :

v WARD, Samuel, a Dclcg‘;nc from Rhiode Island; born in me‘port, R, L, May 27,
"+ 1725; educated grainmar school; settled in Westerly, R, L, i’ 1745; ¢ngaged in agri-

cultural pursuits; member of the general assembly 1736--1759 one of -the fdinders
&f Rhode Island College (now Brown University), Providence, R: 1., in 1765: chicf

justice of Rhode Island in 1761, and 1762 ; Governor under the royal charter in 1762,:

1763, and 1765-1767; trustee of Brown University 1764-1776% was an active patriot
and a friend and correspondent of Washington gud Franklin; Member of the Continen-
tal Congress 177-4-1776; died in Philadelphia, Pa,, March 26, 1776 intesment in the
churchyard of the First Baptist Ghurch, Philadelphia, Pa.? reiutennent in the ©Id
Cemetery, Newport, R. [, in 1860. . P ; - :

SOUTH CAROLINA

. GADSDEI:I, Christopher, a ]jclcgalc from, South Cardlina; born in Charleston, -
S.C.,. February 16, 172+4; attended preparatory and. cl:ls’sicnl schools in Englaud; .

employed in a conumnercial house in Philadelphia, Pas, 1742-1745; was purser on a

. British war vessel; then returned tof Charleston to begin a business.carcer after 1743
entered provincial assembly in 1757 um‘i\Scrvcd in it for almost thirty years: delegate’
“to the Stanip” Act Congress in New York in 1763 ; Member of the Continental Con- -,

. gress.in Philadelphia, Pa., 177:4<1776 ; served as an officer in the Continental Armyy

1776-1783, and participated in the defense of Churleston in 1780 entered the serviee
ly attained the rank of brigadier general: was a framer of

3

“the Staté constitntion in 1778 : elected Governor of South Carolina in 1782, but

declined; died in Charleston, 8.C., August 28,1805 interment in St. Philip’s Church-

yard.
J.

LYNCH, Thomas, Sr., a.Delegate from .Snuth Carolina; born in St: James' Parish, -

Berkeley County, S:C., in 1727; attended the common schools; engaged in planting,

‘with extensive rice plantations on the Santee River and elsewhere: served in the

Honise of Conmnons of the provincial assembly 1751-1757, 1761-1763, 1765, 1768,

- and 1772; delegate to thé Stamp Act Congress in 1763 mmnl;fyf the general com-

niittee 1769-177+4; delegate to the First and Sécund'\Pni\"ipﬁnl:(mngrcss(-s in'1775 and
1776 ; member of the first State general assembly-inT776 ; Member of the Continental

Congress 1774=1776; reclected in 1776, but was unable to sign the Declaration of

Indépendence because of illness; died in Annapolis, Anue Arundel County, Md., in
December, 1776 while/en route to- his home; interiment in St. Anne’s Churchyard,

Annapolis;mMd. /

MIDDLETON, Hg‘liry, a Delegate from South Carolina; born at “The Qaks,”
near Charleston, S.C, in 1717; educated at home and. in England: justice of the

“peace and’ quorunt 17421780 mewmber of the provineial house of conunons 1742-
1755 and served as speaker 1747, 1754, and 1755; commissioned officer of horse of

~
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the provincial forces in 1743 ; commissioner of Indian affairs in 1753, of the churchs

act, of free schools, and internal inprovements; member of the King's' Provincial ’

Council from 1755 until his resignation in Séptember 1770; meniber of the provineial
convention in 1774; Member of the Continental Congress from 1774 until 1776;

.when he resigned ;served as president of that body froin October 22, 1774, to May 10, -
1775 ; member of the council of safety in 1775 and 1776: president-of the Provincial

Congress of South Carolina and as its Delegate in C?ngrcss received the thanks of
that body for his services in the.cause of liberty; niember of the commiittee to prepare
a form of government in 1776 ; member of the legislative council under the transition
government 1776-1778 member of the State senate 1779-1780: large landowner and-
planter in Berkeley, Colleton, and Granville Counties, residing at his estates, “The

..Oaks”.and “Middleton Place;” died in Charleston, Charleston County, S. C., June 13, -

1784; interment behind the chancel of the Church of St. James Parish, Berkeley
County, S. C. _ ) - ’ : :

lRUTLEDGE, Edward, a Delegate from South Caro.liha; born in Christ Church

Parish, S.C., November 23, 1749; completed préparatory studies: admittzd to the
Middle Temple in 1767 in London and called to the English bar in 1772; returned
to South Carolina; was admitted to the bar and commenced practice in 1773 ; Mem-
ber of the Continental Congress 1774—1777; a signer of the Declaration of Independ-
¢énce; was a delegate to the first provincial congress in 1775 and to the second pro-.
vincial congress 1275-1776; appointed a .member of the first board of war in" June,
1776 ; member of the ‘general assemblyin 1778; elected a Member of the Continental
Congress in" 1779 but did not take hi\,seat: captain in the Charleston Battalion of
Artillery in the Militia of South Carolina in the Revolution; taken prisofier when

the British captured Charleston May 12, 1740, imprisoned at St. Augustine untl. .
. July 1781, when heé was exchanged ; member of the State house of representatives from
" 1782-1796; member ‘of the State-house of representatives from 1782-1796; member

of the State -constitutional convention in- 1788 and 1790 and was author of the act

abolishing the law of primogeniture in 1791 ; presidential elector in 1788, 1792 and -

in 1796 and voted for Thomas Jeflerson, of Virginia, and Thomas Pinckney, of South
Carolina; elected 'to State senate 1796 and 1798; elected Governor of South Carolina

and served from December 67 1798, until his death in’ Charleston,. 8.C., January 23,
1800; in;err.hcntv in St. Philip’s Churchyard. ' U .

N . _ - . ‘ ) -
RUTLEDGE, John, a Declegate from South Carolina; born in Christ . Church
. Parish, S.C., in 1739; pursued classical studies with a tutor in Charleston; studied

law in Charleston and later at the Middle Temple in London; he¢ was called to the
English bar in 1760; returned to Charleston, S.C., and commenced practice in 1761;
clected to: the provincial assembly in 1762; delegate to the Stamp Act Congress.at

 New York 'City in 1765 and, although the youngest member of -the Congress, was

made chairman of the com’mittcc' that drafted the memorial a”nd‘vp'ctition to the
House of Lords; continued ‘the practice of law; Member of the Continental Congress
1774-1776; served as President and commander in chief of South Carolina 1776—
1778 and as' Governor '1779-1782; again a Member of the Continental Congress in

. 11782 and 1783 elected one of the State chancellors in 1784; member South: Carolina

House of Representatives 1784-1790; delegate to the Constitutional, Convention in

" 1787; member,of the State convention to ratify the Federal Constitution in 1788;

received the electoral vote of South Carolina for, Vice President in 1789; Associate

" Justicé of the United States Supreme Court 1789-1791 ; clected chief justice of South -

Carolina in 1791 and served until 1793, when he resigned; nominated in 1795 to
be Chief Justice .of the Supreme Court of the United States and presided at, the

August term, but the Senate on December 15, 1795, refused to confirm him; died.in -

Charleston, S.C., July 23, 1800; interment in St. Michael’s Churchyard. ]

VIRGINIA
BLAND, Richard, a Delegate from Vi'rginiaj born in Orange Cotinty, Va., May 6,'

' 1710; compl&tcd preparatory studies; was graduated from William and Mary College,
3y

-Williamsburg; Va.; member of the Virginia House of Burgesses 1742-1775; was known
as _“The Virginia Antiquary’’; member of the Vitginia Committee of .Correspondence
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in'1773; took a.leading.part in the Revolutionary _‘War; member of the ﬁr._s‘t“'Huus't:-‘o'f

Delegates; Member' of the Continental 'Congress in 1774 and 1775; again chosen,

but declined to serve; member of the Revolutionary ¢onventions of 1775 and 1776;° -

died in Williamsburg, Va., Oetober 26, 1776

; interment in a private cemetery on'the |
.Jordan Point plantation, on the James River. - o

HARRISON, Benjamin. a Delegate, from Virginia; born on the plantation “Berke-

ley,”” Charles City County, Va., April 5, 1726 ; pursued classical studlies and attended

death of his father; Member. of)
member of the comniittee which drew up the address to the King and the remonstrance

. -to Parliament én the passage of the declaratory aet of 1764, he was also frequently

chosen speaker ‘of House of Burgeszes; member of Virginia Committee of Correspond-

. ence in 1773 ; member of the Virginia revolutionary ¢onvention in Marel, July, and «

December, 1775 and 1776 ; Member of the Continental Congress 1774-1778; as ¢hair-
man of the Committee of: the-Whole House he reported the resolution of June 10, 1776,

offered three days b’éforc_by Richard"Henry Lee, declaring thc'indqpcndcncc.of the

 William" and Mary dnllcgc, Williansburg, Va., left withoit graduation in, 1745 on.
\‘}hc colonial house of burgesses 1749-1775 and was a .

American Colonies, and.reported the Declaration of: Independence, of which he was -

one of the signers, on July 4, 1776; resigned in 1778 ; member of the State house of

. delegates 1776-1782 and 1784-1791 and served as speaker 1778-1782, 1785, and
1786; Governor of Virginia 1782-1784; dclegate to the State convention for the .
_ratification bf the Federal Constitution 1788; died at his home, “Berkeley,” Charles -

City County, -V.;x., April 24, 17'91; interment in thc‘ family plot on his estate.

HENR&", Patriek;.a Delegate from Virginia; born i_n'Studicy, Hanover County, Va.,

" May 29, 1736 ; pursued classical studies with his father, cngagcgfln' merchantile pur-

suits; studied law; was admitted to-the bar.,in 1760; became a™recholder in Louisa

" County in 1764; served as a member of-the colonial house of burgesses in 1765; was

foremost in the movement to call a Continental Congress; Member Virginia revolution.-.
ary convention 1775-76. Member of the Continental Congress 1774-1 776 ; Governor of
Virginia 1776-1779 and 17841786 ;. member of the' State convention which ratified

the Conjstitution in 1788 ; declined the appointment of United States Senator in 1794,
" the Cabinet portfolio of Seeretary of State in 1793, the appointinent of Chief Justice

of :the United States tendered by President Washington, and of Minister to Frauce

offered by President Adamis; elected to the State senate in-1799, but did not take the

scat;'died In Red Hill, Va;, June 6, 1799; intcrinent in Red Hill Cemetery.

LEE, Richard Henry, a Dclt;gaté and a Scnator’_from Virginia; born at “Stratford,”
in Westmorcland County, Va., January 20, 1732: after-a course of private instruction

Westmoreland County.in 1757; member of the housc of burgesses 1758-1775; Mem-
Ber -of the Continental Congress 1774-1779; a signer of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence; brought forward the resolution, in accord with instructions given in the Vir-

of delegates in 1777, 1780, and 1785; Served as colonel of the Westmoreland Militia
in &ngagement with the British at Stratford Landing on April 9, 1781; again a Men-
ber of the Continerftal Congtess 1784-1787 and served as President of the Congress

in 1784 ; member of the Virginia convention which ratificd the Federal Constitution. -

June 26, 1788 where he led the opposition to ratification; elccted to-the United tates

+ Senate and sérved from March 4, 1789, until his resignation Oetober 8, 17927 re-

tired.from publie life; died at his home, “Chantilly,” Westmoreland County, Va.,
June 19, 1794¥interment in the old family burying ground at “Mount Pleasant,” near

Hague, Westmoreland County, Va,

. "PENDL]",TON; Edn.mnd,' a Dclc‘gatc. from:Vitginia; born in Caroline Cbunty, Va.,

September 9, 1721; completed preparatory studies:,clerk, Caroline County Court, in | .
ar in 1741 and practiced; justice ‘of the -

1740; studied law; was admitted to -the b

".peace in 1751 of Caroline County; member of the Virginia House of Burgesses 1752

1774; member of the comr'nittgc of correspondence-in 1773 and of all the Virginiq
) \ '. - ) . ) ‘J‘ .
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"attended Wakefield Academy, England; returned in 1752; justicc of the peace for .

. 'ginia convention of May 17, 1776, declaring “that these united Colonies are, and of -
“right. ought to’be, free*and independent States,” ete.: author of the first national-
Thanksgiving Day proclamation issued by Congress at York, Pa., October. 31, 1777, .-
after the eapture of Burgoyne’s army at Saratoga, N.Y.; member ‘of the State house-
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-rev olunonary conventions of 1774=1775. Member of the Continental Cnngruss in 1774

and 1775; prledLnt of the committee of safety in 1775; member nfuthu State House
of dclcgltc.s in 1776, Speaker of the House of Dclcgatts in-1776 and. 1777; judge
of the ganr’ll court and the court of chancery n 17775 presiding judge of the caurt

"~ of appeals i in 1779; meniber and president of the Virginia constitutional‘convention in.

1788; died in Rlchmond Va.,.October 23, 1803 interment at- deuudsbﬁeaght
miles southcast of Bowling Grcen V’l ; in 1907 was rumn,ncd in Bruton Parish
Church. Cemctery, Williamsburg, Va - « -

RANDOLPH, Péyton, a Delegate from Virginia: born at- Tazc\\ cll Hall,, Wi llnms-
burg, Va., in September 1721 received his carly education under private tutors; was

“graduated from William and Mary College, \\1llmsmburg. Va.; studied law at the
‘Middle Teniple, London, England, beginning in- 1739 and was called to the bar in

17-++ and was appointed King's attorney for Vlrglnm in 1748 : member of the Virginia
House of Burgesses 1748-1749, 1752-1775 and ‘served as speaker in l7bh chairman

1774 and 1775: Meniber of the Continental Congress in Philgdtlphia, Pa., September -

of the committer. of correspondence in 1773; prcsxdcnt of t;d\;ugmla conventions of

5, 1774, and clected its President but tesigned October 22,177+, to ’mcnd the State

legislature: reclected to the Cofitinental Congress, which met in Philadelphia in 1775,
but was forced to resign on account of ill hcalth died in Philadelphia, Pa., Qctober
22, 17/3 interthent b;mLath thc chapcl of the College of William and Mary, lelnms-

burgr : . s
WASHINGTON,,Gcorge. a Dclcgntc from Virginia and 1st President of th'c

- United States; born at “Wakefield,”” near Popes Creck, Westmoreland County, ‘Va.,

February 22, 1732: moved with his parénts first. to Little Hunting Creck on the

Potfomac and then to “Ferry Farm” in King George County on the Rappahannock -

River, opposite Fredericksburg ; after the deatl of his father in 1743 until 1748; he lived -

with relatives in Westmoreland and the Chetank region, at “Fcrry Farm,”. and at

“Mount Vernon." the homc of his half-brother Lawrence: received seven or eight.

yvears of school training durmg his youth, with his father and his half- ‘brother Law-

1748: appointed county surveyor for Culpeper 1749: ’1ppn|nt(d adjutant gencral of

d_military district in Virginia with the rank of major in 1752; in November 1753 was
by Governor Dinwiddic, of \1rg|ma, to conduct.important business with the

. .French Army in the Ohio Valley: in 175 was promoted to the rank of lieutenant

colonel and served in the French and Indian war; becoming aide- de- -camp to General

“renee as his main teachers: helped. on survey of Shenandoah lands of Lord Faitfax.-

Braddock in 1755 ;.appointed by Dinwiddie as commander in chief of colohial forces, | .

_and from 1755 to 1758 engaged in recruiting and organizing troops for colonial

defense; commanded a successful expedition to Fort Duquesne in 1758; .engaged

"in agriculture at Mount Vernon, and served as a magistrate and 'as a mernber of

the colonial -house of burgesses 1739-1774, justice of Fairfax 1766-1774; delegate
to the Williamshurg convention of August 1775; Member of the First and Sccond

Continental Congresses in 1774 and 1775; unanimously chosen June 15, 1775, as

commander ir*chief of all the forces raised or.to be raised; commanded the armies
throughout the war for mdcpcndcncc and received the special thanks and' recognition
of Congress upon cight separate occasions: resigned his commission December- 23,

. 1783, and returned to private life at Mount Vernon: was delegate to, and president

of, the national -convention that framed the Federal Constitution in Phlladl.lphlil
in 1787 ; unanimously elected as the first President of the United States, being inaugu-
rated April 30,1789, in New York City; unanimously reelected; retired March 3,
1797, after acclihing a renomination; issued his farewell address to the people of the

_. 'Umtcd States in Septeinber 1796: again appointed as licutenant general and com-
- mander of the United States Army, July-3, 1798, and served. until his death December

14, 1799, in Mount Vernon. Va., after a short illness; interment in the \ault at \Iount
Vcrnon on Dcccmbcr 18, 1799 : -
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